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2. Those who subject to suffering many crores [a crore is 10,000,000] of Üving 
beings for the sake of their own lives âlone — how selfiah are their lives! 

So if this man’s life is lost today with me looking on, then what sort of compasûon 
have I ? What sort of power, and courage ? Therefore by some means or other I will 
save him.” Thus meditating in hii heart, the king said: “ Ho, ye people! Let go 
this feeble and wretched man, and take me with my vigorous body, that the goddess 
may more easily be propitiated by you.” Hearing this they were all amased, and 
thought: “ Well! In general the fear of death in all creatures îs a great fear, smce: 

3. For the sake of a family au individual ihall be sacrificed; for the sake of a 
village a family shall be sacrificed; for the sake of a country a village shall be 
sacrificed; for the sake of one’s self the whole world shall be sacrificed. 

But this man for the sake of others sacrifices his life as if it were a blade of grass; he 
must be some great hero.” Then the king scattered those who stood in front, and 
freed with his own hand the man who had been previously bound; and as he took his 
sword and was about to cut his own throat, the goddess appeared and stayed him by 
the hand, and said: “ O compasalonate hero, choose a wish.” Then the king said: 
“ O godde&«, if you are propitiated, then give up the injury of living creatures.” So 
she gave up the injury (of living creatures). Thereupon the people, smiling in amaze- 
inent, praised the king; and the king retumed to his city. In the words of the verse: 

4 . No one other than Vikrama is a benefactor of others; for, having set free by 
the gift of his own life a miserable wretch who had been brought in for iiacrifice, 
he caused the goddess to give up the slaying of living creatures. 

Therefore, O king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this 
throne. 

Here ends ihe twenty-eigkth eioty in the Thirty-two Talea cf the Tkrone 


29. Stoxy of fhe Twenty-ninth Statuette 
Vikrama’s lavishness praised by a bard 

SoUTHERN ReCENSION OF 29 

When the king again approacht the throne, another statue said: “ Ö 
king, only he is able to ascend this throne who has the magnanimity 
and other virtues of Vikrama; # no other.” Bhoja said: “ O statue, 
tell ine a tale of his magnanimity and other virtues.” Ând she said: 
“ O king, listen. 

Once King Vikramfirka, attended by the princes, was seated in his 
assembly, when a certain panegyrist came in, and recited a blessing: 
1. “ As long as the Ganges, the divine river of holy water, sweeps 
along with its rippling waves; and as long as thë Sun, the light- 
giving protector of the earth, bums in his course thra the heavenly 
path; and as long as the peak of Mount Meru lasts, with the dia- 
mond and sapphire and crystal gems of which it is formed; so 
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long, O king, enjoy your kingdom, surrounded by your family 
of children and children’s children.” 

Then he praised the king, thus: “ O king, 

2. As the peacock, overcome with heat, goes to the cloud and in 
its thirst calls upon it for water, so do I come to look upon you. 

Tho I dwell on the slope of the Himälaya, even from there I have heard 
of your glöry and have come frôm afar. The earth with its seven seas 
is adomed with your glory. For thus (it is said): 

3. The earth with its seven seas is made completely luminous by 
your majesty, which is more resplendent even than the white 
camphor plant, or the white lotus, or the budding jasmine, or the 
waves of the heavenly river, or the ketaka tree, or the coquettish 
glance of a beautiful woman, or the quantity of cooling rays sent 
forth from afar from the (moon-crest on the) head of the Remover 
of Blemishes [Qiva]. 

O king, yo'u are a tree of wishes to your suppliants; today I am freed 
from my poverty. And fürthermore, at this time I would make men- 
tion of a certain king; even as you in goveming your kingdom here 
treat all suppliants as your own self, so in the north country, in Jamblra 
city, in the Lord’s [Qiva’s] quartcr [the northeast] of the Himälaya, 
there is a king named Dhanegvara [‘ Lord of Wealth '], who averts from 
his suppliants the grief of their poverty and makes them lords of wealth. 
One time this Dhanegvara celebrated the spring festival on the seventh 
day of the light half of the month Mägha. And all the beggars even of 
foreign countries came together. At that timc this king gave away in 
gifts eighteen crores of gold; so eminent was the king in the virtue of 
liberality. Yet even in this region I had eyes only for you.” [9] 
Hearing his words the king called his treasurer and said: “ O 
treasurer, take that panegyrist into the treasury and show him the 
precious stones of great price, and let him take from thence as many 
jewels as he shall pick out.” And immediately the treasurer took him 
to the treasure-house, and showed him the many beautiful jewels; 
and the panegyrist took whatever jewels he desired. And when his 
wishes were completely satisfied, he retumed to the king’s presence 
and said: “ O king, by your grace I am become a Lord of Wealth 
[title of Kubera, god of wealth]; for all his [Kubera’s] nine treasures 
have come into my hands. Now even the gods, Brahmä and the rest, 
do not possess such a boundless scope as you; since they all are blemisht 
by serious humiliations or the like, but you are glorious perpetually. 
Therefore they are not to be compared with you. For thus (it is said): 
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4. Qiva was thrown out upon his head [p unnin gly: * wears the 
half-moon ’]; Visnu's bravery is tempered by fear of Kansa 
[unde and enemy of Visnu incarnate as Krsna]; even Brahmft 
is of ignoble origin [punningly: ‘is bom from (Visnu’s) navel’]; 
with whom shall we compare your majesty, O king ? 

5. Brahmä is tormented with pain [punningly: ‘is filled with 
knowledge ’]; Vi?nu has a sore lip [‘carries a club’]; £iva has 
colic and is subject to despair [* carries a dart and swallows 
poison ’]; with whom shaU we compare the king ? ” 

Having thus praised him, he blest him with the words “ Live forever,” 
and went to his own place. 

Having told this story the statue said to the king: “ O king, if such 
magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this throne.” And the 
king was silent. 

Here ends the twenty-nirdh story 

% 

Metrical Recension of 29 

When King Bhoja once more desired to ascend that fair thronc, he approacht the 
twenty-ninth of the ancient statues. And the statue then said to the king: “ O king» 
if you have magnanimity and generosity like King Vikramäditya’s, then mount upon 
this fair throne.” Then Bhoja spokc a word in reply to this statue: “Tell me, of what 
sort were the virtue and magnanimity of this king ? ” Thus askt the statue replied 
to the king: “ Hear, King Bhoja. [9] 

While Vikramfirka was ruling the earth, his kingdom was free from calamities, and 
all its enemies were overcome. The subjects were happy, the knd increast in riches 
and grain and was filled with all fortune; it was glorious as if it were another king- 
dom of heaven come down to earth. And the wealth which that Vikramäditya gave 
away then to the dumb and other afflicted was even in excess of a crore in number. 
Ever watchful, he reflected thus about all things: “ How great is my kingdom, how 
great the treasury, its income and expenses ? What should be done and what left 
undonc, what is proper and what improper ? What ought to be given and what taken, 
■ and what occasion have we at present ? What seasonable topic is there ? Where is 
there (an instance or object of) affection or friendship or love ? To whom ought little 
to be given and to whom much ? Where is thcre a marvel ? ” If a man possesses these 
choice virtues, even if he be weak and powerless, his life is fruitful; he verily is a noble 
man. And these stores of virtues were found in Vikramfiditya. [23] 

Now when this king entered his assembly-hall, he was like Indra in bodily presence 
entering the assembly of the gods. For he was accompanied by all his vassals and 
ministering attendants from far and near, by wise men skilled in the measures of poetic 
utterance and familiar with the Vedas, by poets and singers and companies of elegant 
bards, by men who had attained the highest excellence in all instruments of music, the 
stringed and the fluted instruments and those that are beaten, and by leaders in all 
manly accomplishments. At this time a certain bard came thither from another land, 
and delivered a eulogy with diffuse verses of praise: “O King Vikramfiditya, you who 
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have overthrown the circle of your enemies, live long — live in joy — live together 
with those you love. 0 ornament of thc world, you who completely outdo the tree 
of wishes; thruout the world at the soma-festivals the mendicant bards praise your 
generosity. O Sun of Glory, I am honored today. Listen attcntivcly to my good 
fortune, O king, jewel of generous givers. In the northern quarter, on the northeast 
of the Himftlaya, there is a city Dagapuramdama, like unto the city of tlie gods. Here 
a righteous hero named Vijayasena was king; and now his kinsman Rfijagekhara 
rules the land. With regard to him I can tell you of something that was a marvel to 
see. On the seventh day of the light half of the month Mägha, being surrounded by 
his vassal princes, this leader of thc generous held a spring festival. And all the men 
of exceptional wisdom who came thither, and thc many poets, and tlie poor, wrctched, 
and feeble beggars, all of them this noble prince gratified with gold, jewels, garments, 
and omamcnts, according to their deserts, knowlcdgc, capacities, virtues, and desircs. 
And they granted all his dcsires in return. So gcncrous was this Râjagekhara, whom 
I saw there. But even there the wisc praisc only your majesty’s magnanimity. 
Therefore, O Vikramäditya, you are Purüravas [‘ Far-sounding/ name of an ancicnt 
héro] here upon earth; therc is no king like you for gcncrosity, honor, and valor.” [63] 
And when the mendicant bard had praiscd him with many such eulogies, tlie king 
stopt him, saying: 44 You excccd all bounds.” Then thc king called the ovcrscer of 
his treasury, and said: 44 0 trcasurer, take this bard into my trcasury, and sliow liirn 
its xiches, and whatever riches he secs there that he wants, let him take as much as he 
likcs. M Thus the king loaded him with wcaith. And then the oversecr of tlie trcasury 
said to the king: 44 Hear, O king; I will teli you how largc a sum of money was found 
here yestcrday; give careful heed to me. If any kipg upon cartli is not dcvoted to 
evil ways, his wealth must always be reportcd to iiim daily, reckoning up income and 
expcnses. And those who are skilled in polity ever condemn a minister who rcports 
to his master without taking careful account. And whoever writes what hc composcs 
in his report to deceive his master, shall certainly go to hell for as long as the sun and 
the moon shall last.” Ilearing this the king said to the overseer of the treasury: 
44 How great has becn the expcnditure of money ? ” And hc then rcported: ‘ 4 0 king, 
I report that on thc auspicious day, the ninth of thc light half of the month Mfigha, not 
counting the expenses of your personal adornmcnt and consumption and the wages 
of your servants, the religious expenses were of this extcnt: thricc fifty crorcs of (afikas 
[a weight] of gold, and furthermore sixty lacs and five hundreds (in fees) for those who 
officiated. This is what is written in your religious accounts, O king.” 

If such righteousness and such magnanimity reside in you, O king, then you are 
worthy to mount upon this throne. 

Here ends the twerdy-rwûh story 

Brief Recension of 29 [This, in mss. of BR, is 12 

The twelfth statue said: O king, listen. 

While Vikrama was king there was a king named Vlrasena. One of his panegyrists 
and spoke to the king (Vikrama) the usual word of blessing. Then he praised 
Vlrasena: 44 There is no one so noble as Vlrasena. In former time at the festival in 
honor of spring he gave a crore of money. Such is the king, a destroyer of poverty.” 
Then Vikrama was pleased, and summoned his treasurer; and the king said: 44 Take 
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this bard into the treaaury, and give him wealth until he is satisfied.” Then (the 
treaaurer) aaid: “ Sire, let the king be informed of the expenses that have been met, 
besides the money given away and spent on enjoyment. M So apealdng he ahowed him 
a paper: “ Fifty crores.” All this money was spent on the seventh solar day of the 
Iight half of the month M&gha. 

The statue said: 0 king, let him ascend this throne who tmn such magnanimity. 

Here endt the twetfth story 

The Jainistic Rbcbnbion has here “Sign-reader.” See below, p. 256 


30. Story of the Thirtiefh Statuette 
The clever mountebank 

SOUTHEBN RECENSION OF 80 

When the king once more was ascending the throne, another statue 
said: “ O king, let him ascend this throne who is endowed with mag- 
nanimity and other virtues like Vikrama.” Thekingsaid: “Ostatue, 
tell me a tale of his magnanimity.” And she said: “ Hear, O king. 

Once King Vikrama, attended by all his vassal princes, had ascended 
his throne. At this time a certain magician came in, and blessing him 
with the words “ Live forever! ” said: “ Sire, you are skilled in all the 
arts; many magicians have come into your presence and exhibited 
their tricks. So today be so good as to behold an exhibition of my 
dexterity.” The king said: “ 1 have not time now; it is the time to 
bathe and eat. Tomorrow I will behold it.” So on the morrow the 
juggler came into the king’s assembly as a stately man, with a mighty 
beard and glorious countenance, holding a sword in his hand, and 
accompanied by a lovely woman; and he bowed to the king. Thenthe 
ministers who were present, seeing the stately man, were astonisht, 
•and askt: “ 0 hero, who are you, and whence do you come ? ” He said: 
“ I am a servant of Great Indra; I was curst once by my lord, and was 
cast down to earth; and now I dwell here. And this is my wife. To- 
day a great battle has begun between the gods and the Dftityas [de- 
mons], so I am going thither. This King Vikramftditya treats other 
men's wives as his sisters, so before going to the battle I wish to leave 
my wife with him.” Hearing this the king also was greatly amazed. 
And the man left his wife with the king and delivered her over to him, 
and sword in hand flew up into heaven. Then a great and terrible 
shouting was heard in the sky: “ Ho there, kill them, kill them, smite 
them, smite them! ” were the words they heard. And all the people 
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who sat in the court, with uptumed faces, gazed in amazement. After 
this, when a moment had past by, one of the man’s arms, holding his 
sword ahd stained with blood, fell from the sky into the king’s assembly. 
Then all the people, seeing it, said: “ Ah, this great hero has been killed 
in battle by his opponents; his sword and one arm have fallen.” While 
the people who sat in the court were even saying this, again his head fell 
also; and then his trunk fell too. Andseeing thishis wifesaid: “ Sire', 
my husband, fighting on the field of battle, has been slain by the enemy. 
His head, his arm, his sword, and his trunk have fallen down here. So, 
that this my beloved may not be wooed by the heavenly nymphs, I 
will go to where he is. Let fire be provided for me.” Hearing her 
words the king said: “ My daughter, why will you enter the fire ? I 
will guard you even as my own daughter; preserve your body.” She 
said: “ Sire, .what is this you say ? My lord, for whom this body of 
mine exists, has been slain on the battlefield by his foes. Now for whose 
sake shall I preserve this body ? Moreover, you should not say this, 
since even fools know that wives should follow their husbands. For 
thus it is said: 

1. Moonlight goes with the moon, the lightning clings to the doud, 
and women follow their husbands; even fools know this. 

And so, as the leamed tradition has it: 

2. The wife who enters into the fire when her husband dies, imi- 
tating Arundhatï [a star, regarded as the wife of one of the * Seven 
Rishis ’ (the Dipper), and as a typical faithful spouse] in her 
behavior, enjoys bliss in heaven. 

3. Until a wife bums herself in the fire after the death of her hus- 
band, so long that woman can in no way be (permanently) freed 
from the body. 

4. A woman who follows after her husband shall surely purify 

three families: her mother’s, her father’s, and that into which she 
was given (in marriage). And so: 

5. Three and a half crores [a crore is 10,000,000] is the number of 
the hairs on the human body; so many years shall a wife who 
follows her husband dwell in heaven. 

6. As a snake-charmer powerfully draws a snake out of a hole, so 
a wife draws her husband upward (by buming herself) and enjoys 
bliss with him. 

7. A wife who abides by the law of righteoüsness (in buming her- 
self) saves her husband, whether he be good or wicked; yes, even 
if he be guilty of all crimes. 
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Furthermore, O king, a woman who is bereft of her husband has no 
use for her life. Anditissaid: 

8. What profit is there in the life of a wretched woman who has 
lost her husband ? Her body is as useless as a banyan tree 
[? a cake ?] in a cemetery. 

9. Surely father, brother, and son measure their gifts; what 
woman would not honor her husband, who gives without measure ? 

Moreover: 

10. Tho a woman be surrounded by kinsfolk, tho she have many 
sons, and be endowed with excellent qualities, she is miserable, 
poor wretched creature, when deprived of her husband. And so: 

11. What shall a widow do with perfumes, garlands, and incense, 
or with manifold omaments, or garments and couches of ease ? 

12. A lute does not sound without strings, a wagon does not go 
without wheels, and a wife does not obtain happiness without her 
husband, not even with a hundred kinsfolk. 

13. Woman’s highest refugc is her husband, even if he be poor, 
vicious, old, infirm, crippled, outcast, and stingy. 

14. There is no kinsman, no friend, no protector, no refugc for a 
woman like her husband. 

15. There is no other misery for women like widowhood. Happy 
is she among women who dies before her husband.” 

Thus speaking she fell at the king’s feet, begging that a fire be pro- 
vided for her. And when the king heard her words, his heart being 
tender with genuine compassion, he caused a pyre to be erected of 
sandalwood and the like, and gave her leave. So she took lcave of 
thë king, and in his presence entered the fire together with her hus- 
band's body. And the sun set. On the morrow when the king had 
performëd all his moming duties and ascended upon his throne, at- 
tended by all his vassal princes and other attendants, that same prince 
came in, sword in hand, tall and with shining form as before, and put 
upon the king’s neck a garland woven of flowers from the heavenly 
Tree of Wishes, which was thick with a swarm of bees delighting in 
their fragrance. And conveying to the king the greetings of Indra 
he began to converse with him variously about the fight. And seeing 
him arrived all the council was amazed, and the king was amazed also. 
And again he said: “ O king, I went from this place to heaven, where 
there was a great battle between Indra and the Däityas, in which 
many demons were killed, while some got away in flight. After the 
battle God Indra said to me graciously: ‘ O prince, it is a long time 
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since I have seen you. Where have you been this long time ? ’ Then 
I said: * My lord, because of your curse I have been dwelling these 
many days upon earth. Hearing that today a battle was in progress 
between my lord and the Däityas, I came hither to help.’ Thereupon 
Great Indra’s heart was much pleased, and he said: * O prince, from 
today on go no more to earth; your cursc is lifted, I am satisfied with 
you. Takc this golden bracelet, studded with the nine jewels.’ So 
speaking he took his bracelet from his own hand and himself put it 
upon mine. And I replied: * My lord, at the time when I came hither 
I left my wife in charge of Vikramärka; so I will fetch her and return 
immediately.’ Thus speaking to Purandara [Indra] I came hither. 
Now you treat other men’s wives as your sisters; so give me tliis my 
wife, and I will go with her again to heaven.” When the king heard 
these words he was amazed, and did not reply. And again he said: 
“ O king, why do you sit silent ? ” The people who stood about the 
king said: “ Your wife has entered the fire.” He said: “ Why ? ” 
Then they also were silent, knowing not what to reply. Thereupon he 
said: “ O king, jewel of kings, you who treat other men’s wives as 
your sisters, tree of wishes for all suppliant-folk, Prince Vikrama, live 
forever! I am the magician, and this that I have shown you was a trick 
of juggler’s art.” The king was astonisht. And at that time the treasurer 
came in and said: “ O king, the king of Pändya has sent his tribute to 
your majesty.” The king said: “ What has he sent ? ” And he said: 
“ Lord, listen attentively. 

16. Eight crores of gold, ninety-three weights of pearls, fifty 
burden-bearing elephants, the pcrfume of whose rutting-fluid is 
the delight of bees; three hundred horscs, and a hundred courte- 
zans skillful in manifold arts; all this, O most noble King Vikrama, 
the king of Pändya has sent to your majesty.” 

Then the king said: “ O treasurer, let all this be given to the magician.” 
So he gave him all of it. 

Having told this tale the statue said to King Bhoja: “ O king, if 
such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this throne.” 
And the king was silent. 

Here ends the thirtieth etory 
Metrical Recension of SO 

When Bhoja a§ain approacht to mount the fair throne, thc thirtieth ancient statue 
addrest a word to him: “ O king, if Vikramaditya’s magnanimity is in you, then you 
are worthy to mount upon thîa excellent throne.** Of what sort were his actions, 
so interwoven with the virtue of magnanimity ? " Thus King Bhoja askt the statue. 
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whereupon she told to King Bhoja the story of that king's actions, pervaded with 
righteousness and with the virtue of magnanimity. [8] 

While Vikramftditya, the knower of truth, was protecting the earth and keeping it 
free from distress, one time he stood alone in private and reflected: 44 When genuinely 
pure consciousness, so hard to obtain, is produced in a mortal who dwells in the truly 
unprofitable round of existence; when Vifnu, who destroys the dangers of existence, 
is worshipt, or when the realization is bom in a man that 4 Kf$na is all when satis- 
faction with money is given to beggars according to their full desires; in these ways 
only is produced the fruitfulness of existence which men esteem. So, as I have enjoyed 
worldly delights which are hard to obtain upon earth, from now on I will strive to ob- 
tain the fruits of the other world.'* Mftking up his mind thus, the steadfast king, who 
always made good his words, unselfishly built in the ncighborhood of towns and cities, 
and also in various desert places, ponds and wells and pools, adorncd with groves of 
trees. He also built cottages and halls [for wayfarers], and temples for the gods, and 
placed food and drink for all who might come in the forests. And the poor and afflicted 
beggars he gratified likewisc with manifold food and drink, with wealth, garments, 
and omamcnts. [26] 

Now onc time when the Great Solstice had arrived the king came into a temple of 
Civa, the lord of the immortais. Then, having bathéd in the water of the Ganges 
and paid homage in due form to thc god, he gave away to everyone wealth to the ex- 
tent of each man's desire. Having thus satisfied all thc beggars assembled there, 
and having gratified his ministers and generals and othcr followers according to their 
merits with garments, ornaments, camphor-pcrfume, betel, and so on, the king dismist 
them, having made his subjccts glad. Having thus gratified all people, he reflected 
that according to the best of his judgment his life had that day become fruitful; and 
he was exceeding glad. At this time a great minister spoke thus to the king: 44 Sire, 
even in this way your majcsty should continue to accumulate a store of righteousness. 

* As long as this body is whole and in good health, and old age afar off, and as long as 
the power of the facultics is unimpaired and one’s life is not spent, even so long a pru- 
dent man should make great efforts for his soul’s welfare. But when your house is in 

• flames, why try to stop it by digging a well? 9 ” Much pleascd with thcse words, the 
king said to the minister: <4 Well said, minister! You show lovc for me without any 
guile. 4 Easy to find, O prince, are men who will always say plcasant things; but it is 
hard to find one who will cither spcak or hear that which is unpleasant but whole- 

- äome.’ ” [46] 

At this time there arrived from some place a certain magician, who said 44 Hail! ” 
and then addrest the king: 44 O Vikramftrka, your majesty’s glory has becoine the 
crowning splendor [literally, ear-ring] of all creatures in the world; therefore I have 
come hither to see you. O king, cven tho no one may have the power to gratify you 
by any art [sc. because you are adept in all of them], nevertheless give your attention 
to this one (attempt).” Saying 44 Very well,” the king set a certain time for him. 
and the magician departed, saying: 44 1 will straightway get all my implements, and 
wifl immediately return to your presenoe.” Then shortly a certain man appeared, 
bearing a sword and shicld; and after him followed his wife, who appeared to be a 
young woman of lovely form, clad in silk, with her veil embroidered with pictures, 
with sweet camphor and betel perfumes sprinkled over her tunic. These two took 
their stand before Vikramftrka; and all their actions were frank and open, conform- 
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ably to their seeming rank. And then tbekîng askt him: “Whoareyou ? ” Here- 
plied to the king: “ I am a servant of Incha. And because I was once curst by him, 
I wander about here on earth. At present a war has arisen between the gods and the 
demons, and the King of the Gods has called me thither to help. So I am going thither, 
O king; let this woman remain in your presence until my return. The great treasure 
called Woman ought not to be trusted to anyone's power; but your majesty haa a 
stainless reputation for treating other men's wives as your sisters, and so I have deter- 
mined to leave her with you, O king." [71] 

Thus speaking he departed, taking his arms; and the king beheld him flying up to 
heaven. Then straightway there were heard in heaven great shouts, such as this: 
“ Now take, take him! Smite him! We are going to kill him! Crush liim! Strike 
him! FeU him! " It was terriblc to hear. Then in one place a severed hand fell, 
holding a shield; and elscwhere feH from heaven an entire body, struck down and 
cut to pieces. Thereupon that fair woman straxghtway said to thc king: “ O king, 
this my husband has fallen down, slain in battle. In all probability my belovcd will 
be wholly disappointed by the throngs of nymphs in the heaven of heroes, and will 
wait for my arrival. Therefore I wiU entcr thc fîrc; let your majesty now give your 
permission.” Thus addrcst the king repeatedly tried to dissuade her, but thc fair- 
formed woman would not stay, being passionately dcvotcd to hcr lord. And she 
straightway had constructed there a pyre out of hundreds of fagots, and gave her 
personal omamcnts to worthy individuals, and eagerly entered the fire along with 
the body of her beloved. [88] 

Then as thc king was mourning for the dead couple, suddenly from somcwhere or 
other that warrior came swiftly in, and bowed to the king, saying that he had come 
from heaven. He gave him a garland of the heavcnly coral-tree, and tohl him the 
news of the heavenly world, and said to the king: “ Sire, God Indra has acccpted my 
service, and has badc me remain even there, the King of the Immortals. And promising 
definitely that I would fetch my wife and return, swiftly I have come into your prcs- 
ence, 0 king. I would leave this very day; so give me my wife." Hearing this the 
king was astounded and remained silent. But the people surrounding thc king said 
to the magician: “ She has entercd the fire along with her husband." Thereupon he 
said: “ I am'alive; with whom then was she allowcd to cnter the fire ? You are 
courtiers indeed; for thcy simply refiect the king's mind in their words. And ap- 
propriately has this saying been said, by men well-vcrst in the subject: * Whatcver 
kings say, be it right or wrong, tlieir followers like echoes straightway say thc samc.' " 
When he spoke thus, thc king had no answer at afi to makc. But after a moment the 
wise King Vikramärka, pondcring and reflccting on the mutter, uttercd this vcrse: 
“ Ah, clevemesS in tlie performancc of magic, even tho false, givcs the impression of 
truth." And aU the assembly was thrown into the greatest constcrnation, not under- 
standing the facts of the case, and wondering: “What do the king’s words mean?" 
Then the magician, rejoist at heart, praiscd thc king liighly; and the fair woman 
suddenly stood forth by his side. Thcn he said to the king: “I am the magician, re- 
tumed again here. I have exhibited in your prescnce an exlraordinary trick of my 
art." And when the magician said this, the king also was pleased. At this moment a 
tax-collector reported the treasure sent as tribute by the King of Pftn^va, writing it 
down in the king's presence: 

Eight crores of gold, ninety-three weights of pearls, fifty elcphants of unrestrained 
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fury, whose ratting-fluid is the delight of bees; three hundred horses, and a hundred 
courtezans skilled in manifold arts; all this, given as tribute by the King of Pftn^ya, 
he gave to the magician. 

If such magnanimity is found in you, King Bhoja, then mount upon this fair throne 
without dday. 

This tale of Vikramfiditya, distinguisht by magnanimity, the statue told to King 
Bhoja. 

Here enda the ihirtieth etory 

* 

Bbief Recension of 80 

a 

Once more a statue said: 0 king, listen. 

One time a certain juggler came into the king’s presence (and said): “ Sire, give me 
an occasion (for an ezhibition). 9> “ Well, 99 said the king. And the man himself went 
forth, saying that he would bring the articles for the conjuring trick. Thereupon there 
came into the king's presence another man, Klrtimant [‘ glorious 9 ] by name, armed 
with sword and shield, and accompanied by his wife; and making obeisance in a 
manner suitable to Ms noble origin, he said: “ King Vikrama, a battle between the gods 
and the Däityas [demons] has begun, and I have been sent by the gods to summon you. 
Now I will go to aid the gods. Since you are a pure king, do you guard my wife in your 
own presence until I retum; I will come back quickly. 99 Then he flew up and went to 
heaven, and became invisible, being watcht by all the people as he disappeared. Then 
ashouting was heardin the sky: “Here, here! Seizehim, seizehim! Smite him, smite 
him! 99 Then after a moment a body, dismembered by wounds, fell in front of the 
assembly. Thereupon that womansaid: “ Sire, my husband has perisht in the service 
of the gods; I will enter the fire and follow him. 99 So saying she made preparations to 
die. The king caused the holy rites to be performed, and she entered the fire. And all 
the people were amazed. Then a certain man, bearing jewel-studded ornaments and 
wearing beautiful garments, came in, and made obeisance to the king, and said: “ Sire, 
the battle has taken place between the gods and the Däityas, and the gods have con- 
quered. And they have given me garments and ornaments and sent me away. By 
your grace I have become victorious; give me my wife, and I will return to zny own 

place.” Then the king made no reply. (After a moment) the king said: “ You fell 

■ 

down, dismembered in battle; your wife has entered the fire. 99 Thereupon he laught, 
and said: “ O king, you are a clever man; why do you say such a thing ? How shall a 
wife entcr the fire while her husband is alive ? 99 The retinue of the king said: “ O 
hero, this was just as the king says. 99 Then seeing the king consumed with grief, the 
juggler bowed, and his wife came in. “ Sire, I have shown you a conjurer’s trick. 99 
Then the king was much pleased, and gave him a reward: 

1. Eight crores of gold, ninety-three weights of pearls, fifty elephants of unre- 
strained fury, the perfume of whose ratting-fluid wa i the delight of bees; three 
hundred horses, and a hundred harlots skillful in manifold arts; all this was 
brought by the Pftn^u-king as tribute*, and given (by Vikrama) to the magidan. 

The statue said: O Idng, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity. 

Here enâa the thirtieth atory 



The clever mountebank 


235 


Jainistic Recension of SO 

When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for 
the coitonation-rite and was ascending the throne, the thirtieth statue said: “ O king, 
he who has magnanimity like Vikramäditya's mounts upon tliis tlirone.” And when 
the king askt 44 Of what sort was that magnanimity ? ” the statue said: 44 O king, 

In Avantl-city the noble King Vikrama held complete sway. One time a certain 
juggler, being announst by the usher, come in, and spcaking the words 44 Livc forever! ” 
said to the king: 44 Sire, I will exhibit a wonderful marvel of art, if your majesty will 
take your place in your royal palace and watch attentively.” So the king, attended by 
his vassals, who had come together to pay their respects, went to the assembly. Now 
while the juggler stood there before them, bcing watcht by the people of the court, 
who tsmiled in astonishment, wondering what great marvel of art he would show, a 
certain (other) man camc in. He held a sword in one hand, and by tlie other held a 
woman brilliant with great beauty and loveliness, like a heavenly nymph. And as 
the men in the assembly regarded this man with astonishmcnt, he bowed to thc king 
and said: 44 O king, in the unprofitable round of existcnce I liold that only two things 
are of valuc, fortune and woman. Some have regard for knowlcdge also, but it does 
not appeal to me. For: 

1. Evcn a little drop of fortune gives splendor and happiness to tliosc who enjoy 
it; but this küowledge, because incomplete, is not hcard from at all [literally, 
4 does not cause anyone to make a loud noise *]. 

Therefore, O king, one should not leave his fortune nor a woman in anyone’s care, nor 
trust anyone. For: 

2. Those among men whose thoughts never depart frora tlie vulgar plcasures of 
women have lost even the sembl&nce of wise men in the world. 

Therefore, O you who look not (lustfully) upon other men's wives, I entreat you: hear 
my words! I am a servant of Indra, dwelling in this world. Whenever any occosion 
aiises, I go to heaven. Now today a battle has commcnst bctween thc gods and the 
D&navas [demons], and therefore I also am going thither. But do you, as a deed of 
benevolence, carefully guard this my wife until I retum.” So spcaking he went to 
heaven in the sight of all. But the juggler still stood right there before them. In 
another moment battle-cries of warriors were heard in the air; and shortly thereafter 
that man's severed arm fell. And again a moment later his leg fell, and then his heod 
and hii trunk. Seeing this his wife said: 44 O king, you are a brother to me, so bring 
it about that I may enter the fire.” Then, tho the king would have restrained her, she 
entered the fire together with the fragments of hcr husband's body, before the astonisht 
eyea of all the people. But as the king retumcd filled with grief on this account, that 
man came in and said: 44 O king, by your grace I have performed my lord's business 
in heaven, and the gods have conquered. Now I have been greatly honored by Indra 
and sent away again. So do me Üie favor of giving me back my wife.” Thereupon 
the king and the people were helpless with astonishment and dismay. And the man 
said: 44 O king, my wife is in your harem; give the word that I may bring her forth.” 
Thekingsaid: “Bringher.” And he brought his wife forth frum the harem, and stood 
before the king, who hung hi§ head. Thereupon the juggler said: 44 O king, be not 
downcast; thî« was my juggler's art only, and not real.” Thcn the king was pleased, 
and caused to be given to hîm the tribute from the Pândya-land, which at that moment 
was announst by an ofiicial. And the amount of it was as follows: 
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3. Eight crores of gold, ninety-three weights of pearls, fifty elephants of unre- 
strained fury, the perfume of whose rutting-fluid was the delight of bees; a 
hundred harlots, possessing glances diverslfled by their great store of lovdiness; 
all this was presented by the King of Pänqlya as tribute, and given (by Vikrama) 
to the magician. 

Therefore, O king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon thk 
throne. 

Here ends the tkkthik story tn the Thirty4wo Tahs qf the Tkrone 


31. Story of the Thirty-first Statuette 
Vikrama and the vampire (vetäla) 

SoUTHEHN ReCENSION OF 31 

When the king once more was ascending the throne, another statue 
said: “ O king, only he is worthy to ascend' this throne who has the 
magnanimity and other virtues of Vikrama.” The king said: “ O 
statue, tell me a tale of his magnanimity.” And she said: “ Hear, O 

kîng ’ 

While Vikramârka was ruling, one time a certain naked ascetic 
came in, and blest the king, saying: 

1. “ May the reverend Lord of Fortune [Consört of Qrî, that is 
Visnu] prosper the purposes of you his devotee; that God, de- 
votion to whom is as the nuptial gift at marriage to the maiden 
Salvation. 

2. May the Divine Conqueror [Buddha, or Mahävlra, the founder 
of Jainism] protect you, whom once in jealousy the Tempter’s 
women thus addrest: * What woman are you thinking on, sunk 
in pretended meditation, but opening your eye momentarily ? 
Behold, tho called Savior, you do not save us, who are tormented 
by the darts of the love-god. Falsely are you said to be compas- 
sionate; how could any other man be more hard-hearted than 
you ?' ” 

Then he gave a fruit into the king’s hand, and have taken a seat he 
said: “O king, on the fourteenth day of the dark half of the month 
Mârgaglrsa I intend to perform a sacrifice in a great cemetery. Now 
your majesty is both a benefactor of others and a great hero; so be 
my assistant thereat.” The king said: “ What must I do ? " Said 
the ascetic: “ Not far from this graveyard there is a gamï tree, upon 
which hangs a vetâla [vampire]. You must bring the vet&la to me, in 
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silence.” The king promist that he would do it. On the fourteenth 
day of the dark half of the month the ascetic took his stand in the great 
cemetery, with the articles for performing the sacrifice. And at dead 
of night the king too went to the cemetery, and the ascetic showed 
him the way to the gaml tree. Coming to the gaml tree by that path 
he took the vetäla on his shoulder; and as he was retuming on the way 
to the cemetery, the vetäla said: “ O king, to relieve the weariness of 
the road let some tale be told.” The king made no reply, fearing to 
break the silence. The vetäla said again: “ O king, you will not tell 
a story thru fear of breaking the silence. So I will tell a story; and at 
the end of the story, if you know the answer to the question I shall 
ask, and yet do not speak thm fear of breaking thc silence, thcn your 
head shall be split into a thousand pieces.” So speaking hc told a 
story: “ Hear, O king! 

Emboxt stary: The prince who insulted a brahman 

On the south slope of the Himälaya therc is a city named Vindhya- 
vatl. Here dwelt a king named Suvicära, who had a son Jayosena. 
One time the prince went into the forest to hunt. And in the forest, 
seeing a certain elephant, he pursued after it, and entered the jungle. 
And when -by some means or other he arrived at thc road to the city, 
and was coming back upon it alone, he perccived a ccrtain rivcr in the 
middle of the forest; and thcre on the bank of the river a ccrtain 
brahman was performing a religious ccremony. Thc king’s son went 
up to him and said: “Brahman, hold my horse therc while I take a 
drink of water.” The brahman rcplied: “ Am I then your servant, 
that I should hold your horsc ? ” Then the prince struck him with his 
whip; and the brahman ran howling into the king’s presence and told 
the king. And the king’s eyes were inflamed with anger, and he com- 
manded to expel his son from his dominions. At this juncturc a min- 
ister said: “ Sire, why do you cause your son, who is well fitted to 
assume the responsibilities of kingship, to be expelled from your 
dominions ? This is not seemly.” The king said: “ Minister, this 
is seemly; since he struck with his whip the person of a braliman, 
therefore he is not a fit person (to rule). A prudent man should not 
incur the enmity of brahmans. And it is said: 

3. A wise rnan should not eat poison, nor play with scrpents, nor 
revile the companies of ascetics, nor antagonize brahmans. 

O minister, have you not heard the puränas [ancient histories] ? In 



238 


81. Story of the Thirty-jvrst Statueäe, SR 

olden time thru the curse of a brahman Qliva suffered a loss of his 
sectarian mark [lifigapäta]. And so (it is said): 

4. Even tho a man may have attained high position, let him not 
by any means insult the reverend (brahmans). Nahusa, who had 
attained to Indra’s place, fell because he insulted Agastya. 

Therefore one must by all means pay respect to all brahmans. And 
it is said: 

5. Brahmans must not be treated with disrespect, for they are 

revered by the Powers of the three worlds; they are to be worshipt 
like gods with gifts, honors, and praise. And so: 

6. Who would not be destroyed by the anger of those who have 
made the fire to be the destroyer of all things, the sea to be un- 
drinkable, and the moon to be subject to waning ? Moreover: 

7. What being is greater than that [the brahman], from whose 

hand the gods ever eat their sacrifices, and the fathers [manes] 
their oblations ? And so: 

8. Who would not honor those persons in the world, O Bhärata, 
who maintain the practice of asceticism and are honored by all 
the gods and men as well ? 

9. What being is greater than those (brahmans), who of old 

drank up the ocean, restrained in bonds the Vindhya Mountain, 
and created the gods also ? And so: 

10. If one desires to worship the etemal God, let him simply 
propitiate the brahmans zealously and by all possible means. 

And so, Krsna himself at Dvärävatl has also said: 

11. * Whosoever does not worship a brahman as I do, even if the 

brahman were to smite him, curse him, and speak harshly against 
him, that man is a criminal and is to be chastised and punisht in 
the blazing world-fire; he is not of mine.’ Moreover: 

12. ‘ Whosoever wishes to worship me with supreme devotion 
must always revere the brahmans; in this way I am satisfied.’ 

O minister, let the hand by which the brahman was struck be cut off.” 
So as he was about to have his son’s hand cut off, just then the brah- 
man came in and said: “ O king, your son acted thus because of his 
ignorance, and from now on he will commit no further impropriety of 
this sort. For my sake let yon youth be spared; I am now appeased.” 
Hearing his words the king releast his son; and the brahman retumed 
to his own place. 

End of emboxt atory: The prince wko inaulted a brahman 
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Having told this story the vetâla said: “ 0 king, of these two which 
was the more virtuous ? ” King Vikrama said: “ The king was the 
more virtuous.” Hearing this, because the silence was broken, the 
vetäla retumed to the Qaml tree. But the king retumed thither again 
and put him upon his shoulder; and as he was coming back the vetäla 
again told a story. In this way twenty-five stories wcre told by the 
vetfila. Thereupon the vetäla became propitiated, perceiving his 
dever wit, skill in the arts, compassion, courage, magnanimity, and 
other virtues. And the vetäla said to Vikramâditya: “ O king, this 
naked ascetic is endeavoring to kill you.” The king said: “How?” 
The vetäla replied: “ When you shall bring me thither, hc will say to 
you: ‘ O king, you are very tircd, so now turn your right side to the 
sacrificial fireplace (and pass around it so), and make a complete 
prostration, and then go to your own place.’ And when you are bent 
over making the obeisance, then that naked a&etic will slay you with 
a sword, and will make a sacrifice with your flesh. And in this offer- 
ing he will make me into a brahman, and by so doing will obtain the 
eight Magic Powers of minuteness and so on [see pages 178 and 179].” 
Vikramasaid: “ What shall I do ? ” The vetâla replied: “Dothus. 
When the naked ascetic tells you to make obeisance and go, this is what 
you must say: ‘ I am a universal emperor; all the kings make obeis- 
ance before me, but 1 have never made obeisance at all. So I do not 
know how to make obeisance. You do it first, and show mc, and when 
I have seen it, afterwards I will do it.’ Thereupon when hc bends over 
to make obeisance, do you cut off his head. I will make an offcring for 
you, and thc eight Magic Powers shall be yours.” Thus instructed by 
the vetäla lCing Vikrama did even so. And the vetäla, becoming him- 
self a brahman, had an offering made, and made the complete oblation 
with the head of that naked ascetic. And the king received the eight 
Great Magic Powers. Then the vetäla said: “O king, I am satisfied 
with you, choose a wisin.” The king replied: “If you are satisfied with 
me, then raise up that naked ascetic from the dead; and whenever 1 
flVm.ll ï»fl.ll upon you, do you come.” The vetâla agreed, and raised up the 
ascetic, and went to his own place. But King Vikrama gave those 
eight Great Magie Powers to the ascetic, and went to his own city. 

Having told this tale the statue said to King Bhoja: “ 0 king, if 
such magnanimity, courage, and other virtues are found in you, then 
mount upon this throne.” And the king was silent. 

Here endt the ihirty-firtt itory 
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Metbical Rkcension of 31 

Once more King Bhoja, who held the earth under hi§ sole sway, deyired to ascend 
the fair throne, and approacht the thirty-fir t statue. “ King Bhoja, if the courage 
of Vikram&rka is found in you, then mount the throne at your pleasure! 99 said the 
statue. In retum the king, of glorious renown, askt the statue: “Tell me, fair-hipt one, 
of what sort was his courage ? 99 “ Directly I will tell you this tale of S&hasäflka 
[Vikrama]; hear, O king, best of princes. [8] 

While this king, with firm-fixt sway, having a store of valor, and possest of jlory 
like Indra, was ruling the ocean-girdled earth, once he was visited in the assembly by 
a certain naked ascetic. This ascetic’s whole body was sprinkled with ashes; there 
were sandals of real gems on his fect; and he was a treasury of all knowledge, like a 
second Supreme Lord [Civa, the divine ascetic] in person. And (the king) saw upon 
his forehead the three-line (givaitic sectarian) mark in ashes. And when the high- 
minded king saw this great ascctic, in amazement he graced him with radiant (words of) 
homage. And he, decorating the hall on all sides with jasmine-flowers brilliant with 
their tootht buds, said to the king: “ Wandering about in the confines of all countries 
and in all the islands, great king, I have acquired a certain magic. With this I desire 
to make a sacrifice within a wood at dead of night. If your majesty will be my sole 
assistant, then it will be fruitful. 99 Vikramâditya agreed to the ascetic 9 s words, saying 
“ So be it; 99 and he departed. And the king visited him at dead of night in the wood. 
“ What must I do now, wise sir ? Instruct me.” “ Thcre is nothing for you to do 
except to bring hither a vetäla. Such a courageous dced as this can be performed by 
you, Vikramfirka; quickly bring the vet&Ia, sincc you are pure and your soul is com- 
poscd, and so makc my sacrifice fruitful, O King Sähas&flka [‘ Markt by Daring 9 ]. 99 [29] 

Hearing his words the wise and intelligent king set out, full of courage and daring, 
eager to bring the vetäla. In the night, whose darkness was so dense that a ncedle 
would have pierst it, hc went out fearlessly, with his sword as his sole companion, in 
a southerly direction. He came into a wood which could hardly have been pierst 
by the rays of the sun. It was infested by crowds of hyenas, and full of elephants 
mad with passion; it failed to reveal the objects of the sense of sight; it was full of 
' ravenous räk$asas and infested with quantities of ferocious garabhas [a mythical beast], 
serpents, and lions; it contained many kapittha, bread-fruit, and other trees [the text 
is here unintelligible]; in it were thickets that were the scene of the play of crowds of 
boars and buffaloes; it was a very abyss of an abyss, a tcrror of terror, a bewilderment 
of bewilderment, a death of death, in very truth; it was indescribable, terrible, beyond 
the range of spccch and thought. And the king, like unto Smara [Love], took thought 
of [smar-] the (magic) art of raising up vet&Ias. And when the vet&la had been trans- 
ferred from the stem [literally, shoulder] of a giflgapft-tree to the king’s shoulder, he 
said to the king: “ O king, listen to this tale, which will while away the time; for 
agreeable conversation is an ever-recurring provision for a journey. 99 [46] 

EfmJboxt story: The prince who inaulted a brahman 

In this northern country there was a city rich in luxury, named Vigr&ntft, like a 
second Amar&vatl [city of the gods]. In its palaces lovely houris, weary from (amorous) 
delight, as they enjoyed the water of the slow-moving Ganges, were rejoist by k&damba- 
birds with the winds from their flapping wings &i with fans; while the heavenly river 
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[Ganges], full of Q&ivftla and lotus plants, gaphara fish and cakrav&ka birds, was a cause 
of delight by reason of the reflected faces of courtezans going into their palaces. In 
its streéts, where day and night seemed aüke because of the rays from the jewels of its 
pinnades, an amorous woman scarcc dared go forth to an appointment (with her 
lover, because of the light). In this city there was a king far-famed under the name 
of Vicfirapara, in might like a second Indra, in whom the earth enjoyed a truly great 
ruler. He made the world glorious, and made the fame of King Yay&ti of old seem 
stale. This victorious king, ruling continuously over all this earth, had a son named 
Jayasena, who, when he reacht the period of ripening manhood, the cause of manifold 
wickedness, became entirely devoted to vices, and bereft of insight. He was bent on 
slaughter, and his bow thirstcd ever aftcr the flesh of deer and other beasts. One 
time he went into a wood ever filled with animals, wherc liis mind became intent upon 
the swiftness of a flceing gazellc, so that by tlie swift legs of his horse lie traverst a 
long distance. Thc gazdle then eluded the rangc of his eyes and disappearcd, while 
the king’s son turned back, disappointcd by the failure of his attempt. The cvil 
prince was distrest and tormented with hunger and thirst; aud as he camc out from 
the wood he saw in front of liim a great river, likc the Ganges. [70] 

There the youth saw a brahman, who had bccn performing his midday rites, and 
insolently, because his mind was evil, he said to him: “ Braliman, you hold this horsc at 
once, and when I have drunk of the water I will be back imniediately.” Thus oddrest 
by him the brahman, filled with anger, replied: “ Am I your servant, king’s son, that 
I should hold your horse ? Do you say this thru ignorance, or arrogance, or prcsump- 
tion, or just youthfulness, or thru childish depravity due to passion? ” Wlien the 
brahman spoke thus thc king*s son becamc very angry, and beat him with his whip, 
being lcd astray by the prcsumption of youth. 'llic noble brahman’s heart was 
troubled by the distress caused by the whip’s strokes, and hc went to the king*s court- 
yard and made an outcry. The king, being on his seat of judgment, summoned the 
brahman, and llstened to the whole story of what his evil-minded son had done. And 
by various actions of reverence he managed to quict the wrath of the noble brahman 
who had been insulted by his son*s evil dced. But to his son the king spoke, with 
his eyes inflamed with anger, and said: “You havc defiled my fair fame, in that you 
have insulted a brahman. Evil boy, the vcry tale of your action is thc causc of great 
distress to me; nay morc, even your very name is a thorn in the side of my rcnown to- 
day.” Thus rebuking his son with many harsh words, he instructed his minister, who 
knew his duties and performed the king*s commands well: “ Expel from my kingdom 
that boy who has done violence to a brahman; give heed to this injunction which I 
give you, it admits of no altering. This verse is well known among the people, from 
the ancient conversation between Kr§na and Yudhi$(hira, which culogizes all good 
conduct, righteousness, and generosity: ‘ One who has lost his fortune hatcs astrologers, 
one who has lost his vital powers hates physicians; (only) one who has lost both for- 
tune and vital powers hates brahmans, O Bh&rata.* * A wise man should not eat 
poison, nor play with aerpents, nor eat forbidden food, nor antagonize brahmans.* 
* Of old, because of the anger of brahmans, Qiva lost his scctarian mark, the family of 
the Yadus was destroyed, and the sea was dried up.’ This principle has been tried 
and accepted, gnH spread abroad thruout the three worlds; therefore one should 
never at any time insult brahmans. If mercy is shown him on the ground that he is 
a boy, then my family will be destroyed without any doubt; so I have no desire for 
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that. There are many such reports of similar sayings upon earth. You must with- 
out fail expel him from the kingdom.** [108] 

Thus instructed by the king, who walkt in the path of good conduct, the minister 
arose deferentially and said: “ O protector of the people, this is your only son whom 
you are casting out; how can the sole support of your kingdom be exiled, my lord ? 
The noble brahman was completely satisfied and showed great lenience; my lord, do 
you also be prudent and forgive this single exhibition of passion." Thus urged by 
his minister, the duty-knowing king merely repiied: “ Then let his hand be cut off." 
When the king had given this command to his minister, the brahman addrest him, 
restraining his purpose: “ 0 illustrious king, restore this youth, the last of your line, to 
your affection as beföre, and be gracious to him, if you have any love for me. If you 
do not abandon your displeasure and show favor to him, I will slay my elf; have no 
doubt of it, O king.” Thus by that same brahman the king’s son was saved. [123] 

End qf emboxt story: The prince who inevUed a brahman 

Telling this story, the vetfila askt: “ Tell me, 0 king: of the brahman and the king 
which one was (the more) praiseworthy ? ” Yikraxnfirka said: “ I thînk the king was 
(the more) praiseworthy.” And hearing his words the'vetfila went back again. Once 
more King Vikramfirka fetcht him, and again, having told a story, he wént back to 
the forest. Twenty-five timei he fetcht him in this manner; and then the vetfila be- 
came propitiated by his courage, and gave the eight Great Magic Powers to the Sun of 
Valor. Suchisthestoryof King Vikramfirka, who was full of manliness and courage. 

Thus the statue related to Bhoja. 

Here ende the thirty-first etory 


Bbief Recenbion of 81 

Again a statue said: O Mng, listen. 

While the king was reigning, one time he became graciously disposed to an ascetic, 
and said: “ Reverend sir, ask for what you wish.” Said he: “ I will make a sacrifice; 

' do you be my asslstant at it.” So the king was sent by the ascetic to bring a vetfila ' 
[ c vampire ’] in silence. The vetfila devised a means to make the king speak; andwhen 
the king spoke, the vetfila went back again. Having done this twenty-five times, tho 
he had to keep going back and forth again and again, he was not disheartened. Seeing 
this the vetftla became appeased, and gave the king the eight Great Magic Powers; and 
the king askt him for a boon, saying: “ Come into my presence when I summon you.” 

The statue said: 0 king, let him who has such magnanimity ascend this throne. 

Here ende the thirtyfiret etory 

Thb Jainibtic Recenbion has here “ Haunted house.” See bëlow, p. 257 
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32. Story of fhe Thirty-second Statuette 
Vikrama’s power and magnanimity 

SoUTHERN RecENBION OF 32 

When the king once more was mounting the throne, another statue 
said: “ O king, only this Vikramârka and no other is worthy to mount 
upon this throne. 

There is no king in the world like this Vikrama. He traverst the 
earth subduing all his rival kings with a mere wooden sword, and ruled 
with undisputed sway. Subduing the powers fcaka] of others, lie ex- 
tended his own power; he was thus a veritable Qaka [see note in my 
Critical Apparatus]. All the kings which are on earth he reduced 
under his sway; he put down all evil men, removed the poverty of 
all beggars, and put an end to all famine and grief and the like. All 
this Vikrama did. Therefore there is no king like Vikramärka. 

If such courage, bravery, fortitude, magnanimity, and other virtues 
are found in you, then do you mount upon this throne.” And hearing 
this the king was silent. 

Here ende the tkirtysecond story 

The Metrical Recension has herc as minister.” See bdow, p. 247 

Brief Recension of 32 

Again a statue said: O king, listen. 

Such was the oourage of Yikramfiditya. To serve others he did not spare even his 
own body. By the might of his sword he enjoyed [possest] the earth. How can his 
heroism be adequately praised ? He had magnanimity like that of Yudhiffhira; his 
power [$aka] was establisht everywhere. Hc made the whole earth free from distress, 
and banisht misery and poverty. 

O king, let him ascend this throne who hâs such magnanimity. 

Here ends the thirty-second story. 


The Jainistic Recension has here “Poverty statue.” See below, p. 259 
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Condusion [33] 

The thirty-two nymphs, curst to be statuettes, releast from the curse 

SotJTHERN ReCENSION OP 38 

Once more the statue said to King Bhoja; O King Bhoja, such a 
kiag waa Vikramäditya. But you also are no commonplace man; both 
you and he are incamatious of Nara and Näräyana [both iomxs or 
emanations of Vifnu aa Supreme SpiritJ. At this present time there 
is no king superior to you, since you are very pure of conduct, skillful 
in all the arts, and distinguisht by magnanimity and other virtues. By 
your grace we thirty-two statues have now been releast from trouble; 
our curse has been lifted.” And Bhoja said: “ How did your curse 
occur P Tell me the story of its origin.” When he said this the statue 
replied: “Hear, Oking. We were thirty-two divine nymphs, com- 
panions of Pärvatl, and were placed very high in her regard. Hear our 
names one by one. [10-17] 

[For the names, see page 261.] 

One time as we were seated upon a priceless throne, the Supreme Lord 
[Civa] glanst at us with wanton affection. The goddess Pärvatl saw 
him, and in her anger she curst us, saying: ‘ Become lifeless statues 
and be attacht to Indra’s throne.’ Thcn we fell down before her and 
begged for a release from the cursc. The goddess's heart became moist 
with nectar of pity, and she said: ‘When this throne shall have been 
brought to earth by Vikramâditya, and when he, after ruling upon the 
throne for many years, shall have died, this throne will be buried in a 
certain pure spot of earth. And after this it will come into the hands of 
King Bhoja. He will take it to his city and have it set up; and when 
he tries to mount it he will enter into convcrsation with you. And then 
you will tell to Bhoja Vikramärka’s Adventures, whereupon there shall 
be an end to your curse.’ Therefore we are pleased with you; choose a 
wish.” KingBhojasaid: “Whatistherelackingtome? lhaveacom- 
plete store of riches. Nevertheless for the sake of others 1 will choose 
something. Whatever mortals shall hear or recite Vikramärka’s Ad- 
ventures, let their might, majesty, glory, fortitude, magnanimity, and 
the like be increast. Let these Adventures be etemal and indestructible 
upon the surface of the earth. To those who hear them, let there be no 
danger from spirits, ghosts, goblins, female vampires and hobgoblins, 
pestilences, demons, and the like. Let there be also no danger to them 
from scrpents and other (reptiles).” The statucs said: “King Bhoja, 
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be it just as you say.” Thus granting him his wish they all went to 
their own abode. And King Bhoja placed that throne upon a shrine 
inlaid with bright gold and the nine priceless gems, and upon it set up 
(a statue of) Mahegvara [^iva], and worshipt the god and the throne 
with the sixteen-fold oblations. And he rulcd the eartli, protecting by 
his righteous laws all the castes and the ä^ramas [the four stages of 
human life, see page 82, lines 13-17]. 

Hearing this tale as told by Paramegvara [Qiva], Pürvatl was 
greatly delighted. 

Thie is the end cf the etoriee of the tMfty-two etatuettee 
Metrical Recension of 83 

“ You also are a Vikrama, in that your courage and magnanimity are equaled by 
no other [punningly: 4 your courage, magnanimity, and valor (vikrama) are equaled/ 
etc.]. There is no king like you upon earth, O best of princes. Tlierefore you are an 
incarnation of Näräyana [Vifnu] come to save the world. By your grace we are freed 
from a curse.” “ Tell me how that was, O statuc; I am very curious.” Thus askt 
the statue said: ” King Bhoja, hcar the list (of our namcs). [6-14] 

[For the namee , eee page 261.] 

All of us were attcndants of the goddcss Pärvatl, high in her favor, and our hearts 
were filled with bliss. One time, seeing the god fëiva] seated upon his jewelcd throne, 
we became desirous of union with that so handsome deity. Seeing him and sceing us, the 
goddess Pflrvatl was as it were aflarae (with jcalousy), and curst us: ' Become lifeless 
statues upon earth, and receive dextcrity of speech just like men/ Thus the god- 
dess curst us. When we entreated her she said: * When the gallant Adventures of Vik- 
ramfirka shall be told by you to King Bhoja, then you shall be releast from the curse. 
For this reason we have prevented you from mounting the throne, tliat we might be 
releast from our curse, the accômplishment of which depended on your favor. Choose 
a wish, King Bhoja; we grant your desire.” Thus addrest by the group of statues, 
King Bhoja replicd: “ Statucs, by your grace I have everything that could be dcsired. 
What greater boon could 1 ask for than the siglit of you ? Nevertlieless lct all the 
(magic) powers be granted to the men who shall hear tliesc Adventures of Vikramflrka 
which you have proclaimed to me.” Saying “ So be it,” they praised King Bhoja, 
the crest-gem of heroes of fair rcnown; and all thc statues wcre greatly pleased with 
him. And Bhoja mounted that throne, famed upon earth, and ruh*«l this world de- 
voted to the worsliip of Qamkara [Qiva]. 

Here ende the thirty-secand etory in Vikramâditya f e Adventuree , or tfw 

Thirty-two Talee of the Throne 

Thie ie the end of the Storiee of the Thirty-two Statuettee 
Brief Recension of 83 

Such were the stories told by the thirty-two statues, one by one. f ‘ O king, why 
praise Vikramflditya ? You also are no commonplace person; you also are a divine 
incamation. And it is said: 
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1. The person of the king ia formed by taking lordliness from Indra, majesty 
[heat] from Fire, anger from Yama [god of death], wealth from V&igravaga 
[Kubera, god of wealth], courage and steadfa tness from B&ma and Jan&rdana 
[Krgna - Vi$nu]. 

Therefore the king’s person is a divine incarnation. By your grace we are freed from a 
curse.” Then theking, KingBhoja, said: “ Who are you, and by whom [or, why] were 
youcurst?” They said: “ King Bhoja, we were all companions of P&rvatï. Onetime 
the Lord [£iva], the slayer of [the demon] Andhaka, approacht us, making love to us. 
And we desired him in our hearts. Bhav&nl [P&rvatl] leamed of this (and said): * You 
shall become lifeless statues.' Thus we were curst. But then she granted us mercy 
(saying): * You shall have the power of speech in the world of men, and when you shall 
tell Vikram&ditya's Adventures before King Bhoja, you shall be releast from the curse/ 
So by your grace we have been releast from the curse. Now we are pleased with you; 
O king, choose a wish.” King Bhoja said: “ I have no desire for anything." There- 
upon the statues said: “ Whoever shall listen to this tale with intelligent and conscious 
purpose he shall possess lordliness, heroism, dignity, majesty, fortune, sons and grand- 
sons, gl'ory, victory, and all such boons.” Having given this boon they were silent. 
King Bhoja placed (images of) G&url [P&rvatl] and the Lord [£iva] upon that throne, 
and held a great festival; and he continued his reign happily. 

Thia ia the end qf the Thirty-two Tales of the Thnme 


Jainistic Recension of 33 

When the thirty-two statues made of moonstone gems had thus praiied the virtucM 
of the noble Vikram&ditya in thirty-two tales in the assembly of the noble King Bhoja, 
they appeared before him as thirty-two divine nymphs of glorious beauty, wearing 
resounding rings and omaments, and said: “ O king, by your grace we are releast from 
a curse.” The king then askt: “ Who are you, and whose was this curse, and how are 
you releast ? ” They said: “ O king, we are thirty-two divine nymphs, body-servants 
of the noble Purandara [Indra]; and our namês are: 

[For the namea, aee page 261.] 

One time in the heavenly grove we saw a certain great saint, with lean body and 
limbs defiled with filth, and laught insolently at him. Finding tibm out, the noble 
Purandara was angry, and curst us, saying: * Shame, you evil and wicked women!. 
You shall become immovable like stones! 9 Thru his divine power we became such, 
and were placed by.Indra upon hls own throne. And when Indra in hia pleasure gave 
this throne to the noble King Vikrama, he said: * When in the assembly of King 
Bhoja in the worid of men you shall truthfully praiie the virtues of the noble Vikramft- 
ditya, then you shall receive again divine bodies and be permitted to come to heaven, 
and not otherwise.' Therefore, O king, by your grace we have today obtained a 
release from our curse. So we are pleased with you; choose some wish.” Thereupon 
the king said: “ I will make no request, for I am in need of nothing.” The statues 
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then said: “ O noble King Bhoja, whoever shail read, hear, recite, or apply [that is, 
imitate in his life] these ‘ Vikramäditya’s Adventures/ adomed with the words of 
(us) divine nymphs, shall be blest with fortitude, glory, fortune, and the attainment 
of all happiness." Having given this boon the divine nymplts went to heaven. But 
the noble King Bhoja long ruled in royal majesty over the ocean-girt earth, with un- 
impaired power. 


Thiê ia the enâ qf the Thirty-two Talea qf the Throne 


Sections peculiar to individual recensions 

See page xii of my Introduction for an explanation of the position of these scctions. 


Metrical Recension f Story 32 

Bhatti becomes Vikrama’s minister 

•• 

Once more King Bhoja, desiring to ascend the great throne of Indra, approacht the 
thirty-seeond statue. And she, surpassing all mcn in her marvelous insight, clapt her 
hands and smiled, and straightway said to him: “Great king, you must have extra- 
ordinary persistence in daring, since you would mount the throne of such a prince.” 
“Of what sort was he? Tell me, fair one.” Thus enjoincd by the king, she spoke 
again, shining like white camphor with the loveliness of her gleaming teeth: “O king, 
listen to a tale of that treasure-house of the arts, a tale lofty with virtues. [9] 

After Bhartrhari, weary of life, departed and voluntarily gave up his kingdom rich 
in grain and treasure, and went into the forest, King Vikramftditya, adorned with 
rare virtues, succeeded to his kingdom with the consent of ail the ministers. And he 
ruled the land well, extending his fame among tlie people, exhibiting constant right- 
eousness, and pleasing all his subjects. Once this most glorious, noble-minded, and 
prudent prince went forth alone by night in Ujjayinï to exarnine the city. He carried 
his sharp thin [literally, * crceper- ’] sword, like a tongue-envenomed, coiled serpent; 
and he was provided with a dark coat, turban, and girdle, and perfumed with musk. 
Then slowly, in the mass of darkness black as a tamftla trce, darkness which had be- 
come so dense that it blockt the range of the eyesight, the king, a store-house of 
extraordinary magnanimity, fortitude, and manliness, wandered over all the streets, 
both long and short. And observing one after another all the things that liappened 
in each of them, for some time that prince wandered about thus. After this, in Úxfi 
heavenly pond [the sky], whose lotuses are gleaming stars, cloud-elephants began to 
come up and to cross it in play; like lotus-buds mmvartikfl] cast up by them, flashes 
of lightning gleamed, and then like water pouted from their trunks the drops of the 
rain-storm fell. [89] 
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Then the king went into a certain pavilion, one of the city's ornaments, and while 
the great storm raged stood there cheerfully. And perceiving by sound (since the 
darkness prevented sight) the presence of a certain man, he askt him, graciously: 
“ Tell me, who are you, fair sir, and why are you standing here ? ” Thus askt the 
man said: “ I am a chance arrival; I am staying in this sheltered spot solely to rest.” 
As they were thus conversing agreeably with pleasant questions, at that time some- 
where a certain Gftull [ ■= the more usual Gäurf, a name of £iva’s consort] cried out 
with a loud voice. Then the king askt him: “ What does the Gäull say ? ” And he 
answered: “ The Gäull says that in the north-flowing river a corpse is approaching, 
in water up to the navel.” A moment later, in another place, a certain CivA [ — Gäull] 
cried out; and being again aakt by the king the man said: “ A great loin-cloth con- 
taining ten thousand gold coins is coming down (the river), tied about the hips of that 
same corpse.” Hearing his words, and bent on proving them, that Sähasäfika [Vik- 
rama] straightway went out fearlessly in the night. When he got to the terrible torrent, 
with its great waves of many billows, swelling hîgh with crowds of ghostly beings, and 
with its deep pits and whirlpools, he dived into it without fear, in spite of the flood of 
water, and stood there waiting for the right moment, banishing ali drcad. Then, when 
the corpse caught against his feet, he laid hold on it violently and dragged it to the 
bank. And perceiving the loin-cloth he seized it, and returned again. But thc goldcn 
coins the king counted one by one and cast away; for he regarded dods of earth, 
stones, and gold as all alike. [64] 

Ahd returning to that pavilion again he complimented highly the man who stood 
there, and told him the whole story. Hearing all the king’s words, that sharp-witted 
man said: “ Of a surety your worship must be a k$atriya, noble sir.” Then the king, 
the noble omament of the earth, laid this all up in his heart, and returned to his own 
palace. In the morning, when the glorious king had arisen and performcd all his 
religious duties, he took his seat upon his state throne, attended by his chief ministers. 
And then straightway, thru his officers who did his bidding, he caused the stranger 
whom he had met at night in the pavilion to be brought in. And when the wise man 
arrived in the assembly, the king questioned him, with markt signs of affection and 
, respect: “ Who are you ? Tell me truly; I am curious to know.” Thus askt, he 
answered clearly, dehghted at heart: “ Hear, great emperor, whose sway has made 
ordinary kings the ornaments of its crest! Make your mind attentive for a little, O 
treasure-house of mercy! Bhafti am I; long ago I went out from thii very dty, to 
. travel about the whole ocean-girt earth. I dealt much in commerce, and then bestowed 
on worthy persons the great wealth I obtained thereby, losing all desire for the at- 
tainment of riches. And in the various countries I inspected the manifold wonderful 
things, and studied the marvels, and learned the secrets of knowledge [magic art ?]• 
And as I journeyed from the north, I arrived at the auspidous shrine of Hiflgula, 
which is a market for both virtue and commercial wares; it is the mothcr-of-pearl 
for the two pearls of enjoyment and alvation. Here, in a fidd that had magic prop- 
erties and was full of all manner of marvds, I praised the Supreme Goddess HiflgulA, 
Granter of Wishes, who was attended by sorcerers seeking the magical accompliih- 
ment of various objects. Some of them sought magic powers of the body, others maglc 
elixirs, others knowledge; others were desirous of wealth, and still others longed for 
the (eight) Great Magic Fowers [see Story £1] and the subiidiary Magic Powers. 
Having worshipt her with asceüc practice, by her favor I obtained clear insight, that 
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rcvcals the truth of things, and another boon. Retnrning thence I worshipt at vaiious 
glorious plaoes of pilgrimage, and gradually came at my leisure to this city.” [88] 
When he had spoken thus in the midst of the assembly, the king was pleased, and 
told of hls own adventures. “ When you, Sir, had gone forth from this city, your mind 
being fitted with a desire to see the wonders of the earth, O best of wise men, after 
that I entered into a temple of Mahfik&la [Civa], and attended the Overlord of all the 
earth, the moon-crested god, whose. evening dancc-revel, as if by infuriated bces, 
whirls the circle of the constellations about, so that it gets no rest at all frora its wan- 
derings. This compassionate god I propitiated by ascetic practice, and lie appeared to 
me and graciously gave me any boon I might wish for. I obtained two l)oons from the 
god; one, that my death should be at the hands of no other than the son of a girl a 
year and a day old; and again, that I should havc knowledge of the language of all 
creatures. And so I retumed to my own city. After this I was oncc summoncd by the 
lord Indra, and visitcd Sudharmfi [the gods' assembly-hall], the home of liappiness 
[su-kha] and righteousness [dharma]. Therc I beheld thc Thousand-eyed [Indra] in 
person, the Wise Onc, casting his eyes upon thc skillful dancing of Rambhfi and Urvafl. 
At this time the god, wishing to establish a distinction betwcen thcm in dcverness of 
dancing, askt me, and I told liim just liow it was. So, pleased by my excellcnt knowl- 
edge of the art of dancing, the lord of the worlds gave mc his great tlironc of state. 
4 Sitting upon this thronc, rule the world in happincss for a thousand autumns, O king.’ 
Thus he blest me; and I took that throne, adorned with thirty-two statucs endowcd 
with eloquent speech, and came back from heaven to this city. Thus, O blamdess one, 
I have told you of my adventures. llut from now on, all this my kingdom and my 
life shall be in your care; I shall lay down the burden and scek a rest.” [117] 

Thus respectfully addrest by the noble King Vikramfiditya, the cxccllent Bhafti 
was delighted, and said: “ Great king, who can have such ability, abounding in all 
marvelous qualities, as you ? You are surely an incarnation of Vignu. Now I will 
this day give unto your majesty, simply by my wisdom, O king, another thousand 
years upon earth, without any doubt.” Whcn he said this, the king askt him: " How 
can this be ? ” And the wiâe and noble minister spoke again to tho king: “ Spend 
siz monthi sitting upon your throne, giving your mind to your kingdom; and spend 
the other siz months (of each year) in travel abroad; thus you shall live for two thou- 
sand years.” Hearing this the king, suprcme in praiseworthy virtues, applauded the 
idea, together with his coundllors and ministers. So the king, with Bhatti's aid, 
ruled hip kingdom with care, and continually gave satisfaction in gifts to both plain- 
tiffs and defendanti (in suits brought before him). He worc out his own body in the 
service of others; and he made this entire circle of the earth free from distress. He 
was refresht by the nectar of the dusters of flowers on the glorious [‘ lotus-'] crests 
of the circle of vassal kings surrounding his foot-stool. His glory, like a female 
ascetic, had Mount Cakra for her robe of meditation, Mount Meni for her profes- 
sional staff [‘ staff of livdihood ’], heaven and earth for her black bodice. The fire of 
his majesty increast mightily, even along with [that is, in spite of] the falling of floods 
of tears from his enemies and from fair-eyed women [for love of him; or, perhaps, 
* , . . tears from his enemies' fair wives ’]. By the greatness of his generosity Da- 
dhld, Qibi, Jlmüta, Karna, and Jlmütavfihana [famous givers of old] obtained glory 
like the sun. His swift horses choked the oceans completely, ai with a mighty dam, 
with the dust of the earth that arose from their feet. His army, boundless like the 
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ocean, in full battle array [literally, with moutlis (faces) on all sides], swallowed up 
the noble kings his rivals on every hand. Lakgml [Fortune] washt off in the pure 
water of his sword-blade [a poor pun; the word for * blade 9 also means * stream of 
water *] the impure stain of her association with base princes. At the resounding rattle 
of his magnificent [? la(aha] drum of attack, lions and noble kings were frightened 
into leaving their secret hiding-places. As at the frown of Yama [god of death] ap- 
pearing at the time of the end of the world, even so with the mere sound of his bow- 
string he threw his enemies into terror. The Tortoise, the serpent (e^a, and the Great 
Mountains (who normally support the earth) cast upon his pillar-Iike breast this^ 
whole burden of the world, and enjoyed a long rest. The eight Magic Powers, perman- 
ently acquired by the possession of the six imperishable virtuous qualities, and yield- 
ing all desires, were constantly with him. Out of his heart there shone forth with con- 
stant and abundant glory the sixty-four arts and the fourteen sciences, attended by 
rare virtues. I believe that probably not even the Lotus-born [Brahmä] or the Lord w 
of Serpents would be able to define the multitude of his virtues. This Vikramflditya 
dimmed the glory of the perfume of the rutting-fluid that drips from the temples of 
the world-elephant; how can he be described by the speech of such as me ? With 
rescuing the poor and helpless, with deeds of compassion, mercy, and pröwess, with 
seising all the possessions of his foes, with protectlon' of all the four ftgramas [stages 
in the life of man], and with excellent virtues, this king increast the devotion of all 
his subjects and brought contentment to the universe. [166] 

King Bhoja, if you are like unto him in courage, daring, valor, fortitude, magnanim- 
ity, and other virtues, then enjoy this throne, my lord. 


Jainistic Recension y Section V 

Vikrama wins fhe kingdom from Âgnivetäla 

Then that kingdom of Avantl, being rulerless, was infested by a certain deity named 
Agnivetftla [“ fire-vampire ”]. And every time the ministers created a new king, in 
eâch case he would kill him by night. And he could not be appeased by any means, 
so that the court officers were at a loss to know what to do. At that juncture Vikramft- 
ditya came back from abroad; he was not recognized, because he took on the gulie of 
a common man. He said to the ministers: “ Why is this kingdom without a head ? 99 
They told him about the matter of the vetftla. Said he: “ Thenmake me klng today.” 
And thinkipg “ he must be a hero ” they made him king. And after enjoying the 
pleasures of royalty all day long, at night-fall he caused an offering, with all manner 
of oblations, to be placed be ide his own bed, and hi nself sat down upon the bed and 
kept awake. Then there came theyet&la, of black and fearful aspect, and stood upright, 
looking the offerings all over carefully. Then drawing a sword he was going to kill 
the king, when he was addrest by Vikrama thus: “ First take the offering, and after- 
wards I am at your service.” Then he took the offering, and was pacified, and said: 
“ O hero, I give you the kingdom; but you must give me an offering every day.” So 
speaking the vetftla went away. Then in the morning the ministers, seeing the king 
alive, were delighted and said: “ This is certainly a rare hero.” [14] 

Thus every day the vetftla came and received an offering. One time the king askt 
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him: “ Vet&la» how much power have you, and how much knowledge ? " Said he: 
“ Whatever comes into my head I can do, and I know everything.” Then the king 
said:' “ What is the extent of my life ? ” And he replied: “ Your life shall be a hun- 
dred years.” Said the king: “ A gap has occurred in my life; so do you make it 
either longer or shorter by one year.” Thcn he said: “ No one can make your life 
either longer or shorter.” Then the vet&la took the offering and was gone. But on 
the next day he found the king standing there without having made any offering, and 
was angry, and said: “ Wretch, why have you made no offering today ? ” Said the 
king: “ If no one can make my life either longer or shorter, why should I make an 
offering every day ? Stand forth to fight with me! ” So spcaking the king took his 
sword and stood forth. Then the vetAla was propitiated by his courage, and said: 
“ 0 king, great hero, choose some wish; for the appcarance of a god is never without 
result.” Then the king said: “ If you are appeased, then whencver I appcal to you 
come to me and do my scrvice.” This was agreed to by the god, and lic went to his 
own abode. Then in the moming the ministers with grcat pomp performed the coro- 
nation ceremonies of Vikram&ditya. [28] 


Jainistic Recension, Section VII 

Vikrama’s conversion to Jainism by Siddhasena 

* 0 

Now while King Vikramäditya was thus ruling his kingdom, there was once among 
the noble Vidyfldhara-race a süri [title of religious teachers and saints, cspccially Jains] 
called the revcrend Vfddhavfldin. Hc was the pupil of the reverend tcacher Skandila, 
and belonged to the family of the rcverend süri Pfldalipta, wlio converted his majesty 
King Marun^a, the emperor of the thirty-six hundred thousand peoplc of Kanyakubja. 
One of his pupils, the reverend Siddhasena Divflkara, famed under the name of Sar- 
vajflaputra [Son of the Omniscient], was wandering about once over many lands, and 
came to the outskirts of Avantl. [5] 

And as the süri Siddhasena came along, and the Sarvajflaputra pancgyric was pro- 
claimed before him, he was seen by his majesty Vikramflditya, who had gone out 
(from the city) on a royal pleasure-trip. To test him lie made a mental obeisance 
(only) to the süri. But the süri raised his hand and spoke a bencdiction. The king 
said: “ Why is a benediction given to us, when we rcndered you no olieisance ? Is 
this efficadous when rcceived ? ” The sQri said: “ This is given to onc who made 
obekance; and you did not fail to greet us. For the mind is always supremé, and to 
test our omniscience you greeted us mentally.” Then the king, detighted, dismounted 
from the back of his elephant, and grected him, and had a crore of gold brought to 
him. The teacher would not accept the gift thru lack of avarice, nor would the king 
take it back, because it had been once given. Therefore with the permission of the 
sQri it was apptied by the men of the congrcgation to the repair of ruins [bn»ken-down 
temples ?]. And in the king's record-book this entry was made: 

1. “ Upon the pronouncing of a benediction from a distance with outstretcht 
hands, the king gave a crore to the sQri Siddbasena.” 

Then the king went on to Hs amusements. But the sQri entered the dty with great 
pomp. At this time the reverend congregation of Avantl said: “ Lord, here in the 
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temple of Mahfikäla [Qiva] the Image of the Holy Jina has been taken down and a 
symbol Qifiga] of £iva has been set up by the brahmans, actlng by authority of the 
king. So do you devise some plan. For: 

2. For the sake of a god, a guru, or a oongregation, even the army of a world- 
emperor may (without sin) be shattered by a noble saint in anger, who possesses 
the (magical) power of swift motion [pulfika].*' 

Hearing this matter of concem to the church [or, to religion] the süri composed four 
stanzas to promulgate the doctrine; and then he went to the palace, and recited a 
stanza in the presence of the king, using the door-keeper as his mouthpiece [that is, 
he had the door-keeper announce hig coming to the king by means of this stanza]: 

3. “ A monk has come desiring to see (the king), and stands halted at the 
door, holding four stanzas in his hand. Is he to come in or go ? ” 

Hearing this verse Vikramfiditya caused the following verse to be said to him in reply: 

4. " Let him be given ten lacs (of money) and fourteen royal grants, and let 
him that holds the four stanzas in his hand either come in or go.” 

Then hearing this vcrse the sflri went into the royal audience-chamber, and seeing 
the king in the eastern quarter spoke a verse to him, as follows: 

ff. “ Where did your majesty learn this unheard-of science of archery ? A 
' quantity of arrows [the word may also mean M beggars ”] approaches neär at 
hand, while your bow-string [also means “ virtue ”] flies to a distance [that is, 
is renowned afar].” 

Then the king left the eastern quarter and stood in the southem. Thereupon the sflri 
recited the second verse: 

6. “ Falsely are you praised by the wise, saying that you always give every- 
thing; for your enemies have never been given (the sight of) your back, nor 
other men's wives your embraces.” 

Then when the king took his stand in the western quarter, he recited the third stanza, 
as follows: 

7. “ When you set out on the march, O king, the hearts of your enemies, like 
jars, are crackt (with fear); but it is the eyes of their fair women that pour forth 
(water of tears of sorrow)! A grcat marvel is this! ” 

Then when the king took his stand in the northern quarter he recited the fourth stanza, 
as follows: 

8. “ Wise Eloquence hangs on your lips, O king, and Fortune dings to your 
glorious hands; is Fame angry with you, that she roams abroad [that is, that 
your fame is spread abroad far and wide] ? ” 

Hearing these four stanzas the noble Vikrama arose from his throne and made obei- 
sance to the reverend sQri Siddhasena, and said: “ Lord, I give your reverence the 
rulership over the four quarters of the heaven.” Then the reverend sflri said: “ O king, 
what is rulership to us great seers, who know no difference between a blade of grass 
and a gem, between a dod of earth and a piece of gold ? This that I have undertaken 
to do was for the purpose of converting you to (the true) religion, not of obtaining 
riches. For: 

9. We are weary with praising the king for virtues that are after all [api] un- 
real, eloquent here out of avarice, zealously active tho speaking lies; truly if 
this power of desire is unimpaired, just as in the case of others [non-asoetics], 
then the prince of ascetics is aa much an object of contempt as a grass-blade. 
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10. Shame on you, debased kali-age! Go to destruction! What a perversion 
is this ? Alas, the behavior of the learned in the scripture appears like that 
'usual among barbarians! Some bring the blessed goddess of eloquence into 
market to sell her, and others pitilessly expose hcr whole body for inspection." 

Hearing this the king was amazed at heart; and he placed the süri upon a throne at 
his own right hand, and then mounted himself upon his throne. Thus every day the 
time past in faultless conversation upon the Fourfold Knowledge [the knowledge of 
dharma, religion; artha, worldly success, wealth; käma, love; and inok$a, final sal- 
vation; these are the four objects of human desire]. 

One time the king said: “ Revercnd sir, you must pay homage to the reverend 
Great Lord [£iva], the Lord of the Gods, who is revered by all the gods and demons, 
and who has his seat in the Mahäküla temple." Thcn the süri said: “ If I do homage 
to the god, liis symbol [liflga] will be cleft, and that will displeasc your majesty." 
Then the king said: “ Never mind, pcrform the liomage." Said lie: “ Then listcn." 
Then placing himself in the lotus-seat position, hc began to praisc God with the 
Thirty-Two (Hymns of Praise), beginning thus: 

11. 44 (I praise) the Self-cxistent, the Thousand-eyed Onc [tlie Indra, or 
cryptically King] of (all) Beings, thc manifold, wlio yet bears tlic single mark of 
imperishablc being; the imperceptible, unimpeded All-world, who has neither 

’ beginning, middle, nor end, and knows neither good nor evil.” 

At the vcry ürst verse a column of smoke arosc from the liflga. Then the people spoke 
thus: “ The revered Rudra [£iva] is now going to reduce the monk to ashes witli the 
fire of his third eye (for his blasphemy).” Thcn first a light camc forth, like a flash 
of lightning; and next the image of the reverend Pârgvanätha [thc twenty-third Jain 
or saint-hero of the Jain cult] appeared. Thcn thc king askt: “ Reverend sir, what 
miracle is this that wc sce ? Who is the new god that has appeared ? ” Then Sid- 
dhasena said: 44 In olden time there livdd in this city of Avantl the son of the noble- 
woman fcregthinl] Bhadrfi, named Avantlsukumäla [ = Avantlkumfira ? see pagc 12, 
middle], who like £filibhadra [see Bloomfield, JAOS. 43.257-316] enjoyed to the full the 
youthful embraces of thirty-two wives. Once when he heard tlie text of the Nalinl- 
gulmavimäna [Lotus-CIuster-Car, a Jain text] read by the lips of the noble süri Sulias- 
tin, he was awakened to a recollection of his previous existcnccs, and entered the 
(Jain) order (of monks) by night. Because lie had connexion in a cemetery with a 
she-jackal, who had been his wife in a forrner birth, he died, and attained the Lotus- 
Cluster-Car. His son had the Mahfikfila temple built on the spot where his father 
died. And in time this was taken over by the brahmans, and a symbol of £iva was 
set up thcre; but now the revered Pfirgvanfitha, pleased by my hymn of praise, has 
made his appearance." Hearing this the king in an edict gavc a thousand villagcs to 
the god, took upon himself in complete and regular manner in the presencc of liis 
guru the twelve vows (of the Jain faith), and praised the reverend Siddhasena, his 
religious instructor, saying: 44 How great is the Master's intellectual power! 

12. Words of gleaming brightness, as it were just past over a wln-tstone; a 
combination of sounds [bandha] tliat is a swift messcnger of both praise and 
reproach at the same time, like the Blsesual God [£iva, in his form as half-man, 
half-woman]; the meanings coming out clear as a creeper thrown up against the 
iky; flavor charming as nectar oozing from the moon's disk if it were slightly 
flaked off; this certainly is the vital secret of poetic art, and not a resonant 
beating of verbal drums. 
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13. Whose foot does not dance at once, when it is scorcht with hot gravel ? 
Whohasnotthepowerof speech whendrunk [sekhna; cf. English slang * sousad *] 
with mango-juice? But he who can to some extent stir into motion both these 
powers by (artistic) dixirs that gush with torrents of nectar, he is truly without a 
peer at all times. 

14. There are many poets, each brilliant in his own way, who busy themselves 
at their own pleasure with the art of poetry, which is the refuge of the wise in 
this unprofitable round of existence. But *tîs rare to find some genuine poet, who 
can produce or speak milk-sweet words, exquisite in composition.” 

Thus the king praised his reverend guru Siddhasena. Once upon a time, in the noble 
Vikrama’s assembly hall, which was enlivened by the entertaining exhibitions [keli, 
amusements] of artisans skilled in all the arts, the reverend guru Siddhasena spoke 
this wise saying: 

15. “ If this Fortune was produced by yourself, then she is a daughter; if by 
your father, she is evidently a sister; if she is the result of intercourse with others 
[punningly: if she has intercourse with others], then she is not your wife; so 
the minds of the wise are bent on renouncing her.” 

Hearing this the king, who was ever quick to give heed [“ was a crest-jcwel of listen- 
ers ”], was startled in hîs heart, and reflected: “ Ah, it'is indeed true that this Fortune 
is worthy only of being abandoned, not worthy of being enjoyed [useful for charity, 
not for pcrsonal enjoyment]. For: 

16. (Even) stupid men mount upon seats of ease, and those who possess them 
upon elephants and horses; betel and such (luxuries) are eaten by actors and 
libertines; elephants and other (beasts) devour food; even sparrows and other 
(birds) dwcll in mansions. Such creatures are not fit objects of praise. That 
man is truly worthy of praise upon earth who actively' engages in giving to 
people their desires [or, perhaps: who virtuously gives to people their desires].” 

Thus reflecting in his heart the noble King Vikrama paid the debts of the whole carth 
by an enormous largess, suflicient to fulfil to the extent of their dcsires the petitions 
of multitudes of bcggars; and (in so doing) he introduceä a turaing-point in the era 
of Vardhamfina [the founder of Jainism. See my Introduction, p. lviii]. 


Jainistic Recension, Section IX 
Intellectual entertainments at Vikrama’s court 

Now in his assembly there wcre many skillful and learned men, of whom Siddhasena 
was the chief; there wcre logicians, and interpreters of signs, and scientists [astrono- 
mers ?], and Vedfintic philosophers, and scholars in the law, and historians, and rheto- 
ricians, and literary artists [alamkfirin, literally decorators], and mathematicians, and 
phyiddans, and sorcerers, and others. Exhibiting their understanding of the joys of 
dialog and conversation on various learaed subjects, they repeatedly praised the king 
(in their compositions). Thus one would say: 

1. ’Twas on perceiving the mighty flame of your glory manifested, O hero, I be- 
lieve, that £ambhu [<Qiva] put the divine river (Ganges) upon his head and took 
his stand near the lake of Mfinasa; the beloved of Crl [Vignu] carried her [the 
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Ganges], who also lay at his feet, and hid in the ocean; and the Navel-born 
pSrahmA] held her placed in his jar and entered into his lotus (lest the Ganges be 
bumt dry by the king’s flaming glory).” And another: 

2. ” O sire, when you go forthon a victorious ezpedition of war, Sutr&man [Indra] 
envies greatly the serpent-prince abiding in the bottom of P&t&la [the under- 
world], because his unblinking eye is covered with a clinging coat of dust from 
the surface of the earth as it is beaten up by the hoofs of rows of horses; and the 
serpent in tum envies the Thousand-eyed [Indra], bccause he is overcome with 
bearing the heavy burden of fierce war-elephants (on the earth’s surface).” 

And another: 

3. “ If you will not be angry at an exaggeration nor hold it to be sarcasm, then 

we will say — for whose tongue does not itch to praisc marvels ? — all the 
oceans, O sire, which were dried up by the rows of blazing flames kindled by 
your youthful majesty, have since been filled by the water of tlie tears of your 
enemies’ wives.” And another: 

4. “ ‘ Very high the mountains spring forth on every side, and extensive are the 

seas, yet you support thcm all and are not in the least wcaried; homage to you! 9 
While I thus in admiration am making repeated praise of the earth, then I am 
reminded that your arm supports Her — and words fail me.” And another: 

6. “ Different were those elemcnts [soils], hdping the growth of excellent 
qualities; different was that happy clay, different verily those materials, from 
which this young hero was created by destiny. Tho they enjoy [possess] beauti- 
ful splendor, both women and enemies are confused at heart at the sight of him; 
weapons fall from the hands of the enemies, clothes from thc flanks of the 
women.” And another: 

6. “When the king undertakes to conquer the regions, a cloud of dust flies up 

from the earth and touches the sky from the prancing figures described by the 
rows of Kambojian horses as they rush forward; so that the horses of the sun 
get a taste of the flavor of the body-ornaments (of the army, because of the dust 
raised), and it even penetrates to some extent to the lotuses of the heavenly 
river in the sky [the celestial Ganges].” Some one in metaphors: 

7. “ The ocean is briny; lakes give grudgingly and (only) to those who come 
to them (to drink); (the water of) rivers can be taken only after the long process 
of applying restraint to them by force on every side; by putting one’s foot on 
the brink of a wëll oniy a little (watêr) can be obtained after a fashion; so we 
hold that you, Parjanya! [god of rain; metaphoricalty of Vikrama in comparison 
with other givers] are the one lavish giver (of water) upon earth.” 

Another in equivocal expressions: 

8. “Your Majesty is in truth like the sea; for you like it, having mastcred the 
complete art of a king, are in the enjoyment of supreme good fortune [punningly, 
of the sea: attaining the 4 full digit of the moon 9 that is thc full moon, you come 
to the full extreme of flood-tide]; you are saturatcd with gleaming lovdiness 
[salt], and support [rule] the resting-place of the rivers: you are generous [deep], 
and reliant on the gods [dependent on the moon]; you levy fair taxes [have the 
sea-monster Makara]; you are fond of your family’s good fame [fond of the abid- 
ing-place or support of the clouds]; and you delight in the Holy Scripture of the 
Great Jina of unfathomable purity [have the great moon that is by nature un- 
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fathomable; or, are by nature unfatbomable and have the great moon; see 
Critical Apparatus]. Another in indirectly hinting language: 

0. “‘Tho it is I alone that have brought him, thru the mastery of me sincechild- 
hood, to the highest summit of greatness, when I am so much as mentioned in 
conversation, that king’s son is straightway ashamed;' thus offended, aa it 
were, your majesty’s throng of virtues, supported by its own son your glory, has 
departed, as an aged penitent [vjddha; also means increast, large], for the 
penance-groves on the shore of the sea [that is, has become renowned afar]. M 
Another in riddles: 

10. “ He made Fortune, the fitfiil, whose (only) advantage is (the power to 
give) gifts [whose fruit is abandonment]; §he, yidding to a lover [also, punningly, 
sought by petitioners], bore Glory as her daughter; and the latter dallies with 
Desire [sports at will] thruout the three worlds; how can the Mighty One [cryp- 
tically of the king] fail to be ashamed of this procedure?” 

And others in samasyA [a game in which one person had to extemporize the first three 
quarters of a stanza to fit a fourth quarter proposed by his partner]. Thus some one 
propounded one verse-line: " These ninety heads of mine, these eighty eyes, have 
become unprofitable.” Then (another composed) three new lines, as follows: 

11. “ The Serpent-king fëega] bowed to the Jinendra [the founder of Jainism] 
with nine hundred and ten of hii (thousand) heads, and Qakra [Indra] gazed 
joyfully upon him with nine hundred and twenty of his (thousand) eyes. Because 
the others were engaged in amusements (and so unavailable), each of the two 
gods reproacht himseif in his own heart (saying): * These ninety heads of mine, 
these eighty eyes, have become unprofitable.* ” [There is no praiie of Vikraxna 
in this verse.] 

With such procedure the noble Vikrama continually conducted his reign. There are 
various such compositions about him, and no one need be surprised thereat, for: 

12. No one need be astonisht at hearing of generosity, ascetidsm, hero jm, 
learning, moral discipline, and prudent behavior; the earth is full of gems. 


Jainistic Recension, Story 29 
Vikrama and the sign-reader 

When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for 
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the twenty-ninth statue said: “ O 
king, he who has magnanimity like Vikramfiditya’s ascends this throne.” And when 
the king askt “ Of what sort was this magnanimity ? ” the statue said: “ O Idng, 

In Avantl-city the noble King Vikrama held complete sway. One time there came 
into the environs of Avantl a certaîn man who was skilled in the science of sign-reading, 
and could tell by bodily marks the good and evü aliotted to men and women in the 
past, present, and future. Now he saw there a certain man’s footprint markt with a 
lotus [a i ign of royalty], and reflected in amazement: " Can this be the footprint of 
some Mng ? But how is it that he goes alone, and on foot ? I will just follow along 
and see.” And as he proceeded, he saw a tattered wretch carrying a load of wood on 
hishead; and in dismay he said: “ Alas, if this man with these marks is a wood-carrier. 
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then in vain is all tha labor I have given to the study of the science of slifns! So why 
go into Avantl ? I will turn back.” So he stood still for a moment; but then tlie nezt 
minute he thought again: “ Since I have come so far as this, I will go into the city and 
look at Vikr&m&ditya, and see what he is like.” So he went into Avantl, and beheld 
Vikram&ditya in his assembly. And when he saw him, he fell into the greatest dejcction. 
[1#1 

And when the king, who knew how to read gestures and expressions, notist that he 
was dejected, he said to him: “ Stranger, why havc you become so despondcnt on 
coming here ? ” Said he: “ Sire, in the first place, upon the way I saw a certain man 
who bore all the marks of royalty, carrying a load of wood; and in the second place 
here I see you, with all the evil bodily marks, enjoying the empire of the wholc earth as 
far as the confines of the ocean. And I am dejected by this disagreemcnt witli the 
authorities.” Then the king said: “ Learned sir, generally the authorities indude 
both rules and cxceptions; so cxaminc carefully to see wliat in this casc is thc rule, 
and what the exception.” Hearing this the man reflected in amazemcnt: “ Oh, the 
king has a depth of insight, a sweetness of speech, and a power of undcrstanding ! ” 
Thereupon he dived into the best of all the authorities on signs, and said: “ O king, 
in the book there are described the various regular good and evil marks of men and 
women, but there is this exception: even if all the auspicious marks are found on any- 
one’s body, neverthdess if there is a crow’s foot on his palate, then all the marks arc 
nullified.” Hearing this the king sent and had the man bearing the load of wood 
brought into the assembly; and thereupon they put a cake of meal upon his palate, 
and proved (the existence of) thc crow's foot. [27] 

Then the king askt again: “ Is there any othcr exception ? ” And he said: “ Even 
if all the inauspicious marks are found upon a man’s body, ncverthclcss if on the left 
side his intestines are spotted, then all thosc shall count as favorablc marks.” Hearing 
this the king, to examine into it, took a knife in his hand, and was about to split 
open the left side of his own bdly; but the man stayed him by the hand, and said: 
“ O king, do no rash act of violence. In your belly the intestines certainly must be 
spotted; in no other way cöuld thcrc possibly be such fortitude and couragc in you. 
For: 

1. Wealth depends on [is indicated by] the bones, happiness on the flesh, en- 
joyment on the skin, (success with) women on the eyes, travel on the gait, 
authority on the voice, and everything on courage.” 

Therefore, O king, if such courage and fortitude are found in you, then mount upon 
this throne. 

Uere ends the twenty-ninth atory in the Thirty4wo Talea qf the Throne 

Jainistic Recension, Story 31 
The haunted house 

When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made romplete preparations for 
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the thirty-first statue said: “O 
king, he who has magnanimity like Vikram&ditya’s mounts upon this throne.” And 
when the king askt “ Of what sort was that magnanimity ? ” the statue said: “ O 
king. 
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m 

In Avantl-city the noble King Vikrama held supreme sway. Here dwelt a mer- 
chant named Dftnta, who knew not the extent o( his own riches. He had a son Soma- 
datta. One time that son conceived a desire to have a beautiful new palace built. 
And having obtained the Idng's permission, he caused the first beginnings to be made 
at the conjunction of the sun with Pufya [an auspicious lunar asterism]. And there- 
after the fitting of the timbers, and the laying of the bricks, and the getting the plaster 
ready, and all the other work was done only when the sun was in conjunction with 
Pufya, and at no other time. Thus in the course of several years the palace was com- 
pleted, with its base, fundaments, walls, columns, doors, arches, tatues, courts, 
folding-doors, tie-beams, roof-tops, pinnacles, wall-pegs, turrets, windows, stair-cases 
shrines [?], and all its other parts. It contained the seven characteristic stories, for 
animals, business, treasure, company, eating, righteous practice, and divine worship; 
it held the eyes of all with its gay festoons of bright cloths; it was resf)lendent with 
rows of gilded cupolas, and it frightened the horses of the sun’s chariot with the flut- 
tering of its pennants of five colors. Hereupon that merchant fixt upon an auspicious 
moment, and caused propitiatory rites and oblations and the like to be performed, 
and held the festival of entrance into that dwelling. [16] 

Now at night, when the merchant lay down upon his bed, a ccrtain deity, which pre- 
sided over the house because it had been built in aiispicious moments, said: “ Ho 
there, I fall! ” Hearing this the merchant was frightened and sprang up from his bed 
in haste, but seeing no one lay down again upon his bed. Then the god iaid again: 
“ I fall! ” And once more, in alarm, he lookt around in all directions, and lay down 
again on his bed. Still again the god said: “1 fall! 99 Again the frightened merchant 
lookt around, and saw nothing; and he spent the night without getting any sleep. [82] 

When he had spent three days in this fashion, this chief of all cowards, afraid of 
loaing his own life, told the matter to the king. Hearing this the king reflected: 
” Surely it must be some (deity) presiding over such a noble house as this, who speaks 
thus by way of test, or perchance deskes an offering; so some means must be devised 
to fit the case.” And the king said: ”0 merchant, if you are afraid there, take (from 
me) as much money m you have spent on this palace.” Hearing this the merchant 
was delighted, thinking: “What is the use of this p&lace, that is a danger to my life ?” 
And he took the price-money which the king gave him, according to the measure (of 
what he had spent), and went home. Then at eventime, when he had performed virtu- 
ous almsgiving, the noble Vikrama went to that palace, relying on the power of his 
own courage, tho all his courtiers would have restrained him. And when he lay down 
upon his bed, the god said: “ Ho there, Ifall! ” And the fearless king replied: “ Fall 
quickly, do not delay.” Thereupon to his good fortune a golden man fell, and the 
presiding deity of it appeared before him, and caused a rain of flowers to fall; and 
having made known the power (of the golden man) and praised the king, he returned 
to his own place. But the king in the morning took the golden man and went to his 
own palace with great pomp. 

Therefore, 0 king, if such magnanimlty is found in you, then mount upon this 
throne. 

Here ende the thirty-first story in the Thirty4wo TaXes cf the Throne 
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Jainlaidc Recension, Story 32 
The poverty-statue 

Whcn Kizig Bhoja a&ain on another occasion had made complete preparations for 
the coronation-rite and was ascending. the throne, the thirty-second statue said: “ O 
king, he who has magnanimity like Vikramftditya's mounts upon this throne.” And 
when the king askt “ Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said: “ O 
king, 

In Avantï-city the noble King Vikrama held supreme sway. One time a certain 
merchant’s son from a village near Avantl came to Avantl to trade. Seeing what 
went on there he was amazcd, and went back to his own town and told his father, 
saying: “ Father, whatever merchandlse comes to Avantl is all quickly taken by the 
people. And whatever remains (unsold), the king takes all of it at eventime, that 
there may be no blot resting on the city because no one bought some merchandise 
which was brought there.” Hearing this his fatlier, who was a rascal, caused to be 
made a statue of copper, and giving it the namc of Poverty went to Avantl and stood 
in the king’s highway. And when anyone askt him he said: “ I have brought Poverty 
here to sell.” When askt “ What is the price ? ” he said: “ A thousand dlnftras.” 
Hearing this no one took the statue of Poverty. So at evcntime the king’s ofilccrs took 
it by the king’s command, and gave him the price. And that statue of Poverty was 
put away in the treasury. So at night, seeing that Poverty had arrived, thc seven- 
fold Fortune of the kingdom in her seven-fold form appeared before the king, wear- 
ing a resounding jewelled girdle and crown. And the king hurriedly rose up, and with 
bows and reverences praised the blessed Fortune, saying: 

1. “ Hail to Fortune! for if she is present, all the throng of virtues, tho abscnt, 
are (as good as) present with her; and when she departs, they are (as good as) 
gone too, even tho present. 

2. Hail always and everywhere to Fortune, the oraament of the earth, by pro- 
ducing whom the sea received the name of the * mine of jewels.’ [Cf. page 124, 
JR 12.3.] 

3. Hail to Fortune, by marrying whom Kr?na [Vi§nu] became renowned in the 
three worlds, and whose son Kftma [Love] is (for tbat reason) thc rejoicer of men.” 
[Cf. page 124, JR 12.3.] 

Having thus praised her, he askt the reason for her appearauce. Then Fortune said: 
“ O king, I am going to leave; Poverty has come into your treasury.” Thereupon 
the king said: “ O goddess, all the worldly happiness that there is is subject to your 
favor; therefore do not go! ” Then Fortune said: “ Where Poverty is, I will in no 
wise remain.” Hearing this the king said: “ Inasmuch as the statue of Poverty has 
once been acquired by me, it has been acquired; this may not be changed. If you are 
going to leave, then go.” Hearing this Fortune departed. A moment latei Under- 
standing came to him and aid: “ O king, where Poverty is we do not stay; for thia 
renson Fortune haa now gone, and I also am about to go.” And tho the king would 
have restrained him, Understanding would not stay, but took leave of the king and 
departed. Once more, in another moment, Courage came and said to the king: “ O 
king, where Poverty is, there we do not stay. For this reason Fortune and Under- 
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it&oding have already gone, and now I am come to take leave of you, who have baen 
for 80 long a time my intimate; but nevertheleis I too am going.” Hearing this the 
king in great perturbation reflected: “ Alas, if a man’s courage leaves him, then what 
is left ? For: 

4. Let Fortune depart, she is fickle by her very nature; let the virtutu with 
Understanding at their head depart; let life too take its departure and go; but 
let not men’s Courage ever forsake them!” 

Thereupon the king said: “ O Courage, let all the rest go, but do not you go! ” And 
Courage said: “ O king, where Poverty is I can in no wise stay.” The king said: 
“ Then take this my head! Without you what is the use of life ? ” So saying he took 
his sword, and was about to cut ofl his own head, when Courage stayed the king by the 
hand. Then Courage remained, and his companions Fortune and Understanding 
also returned. 

Therefore, O king, if such courage is found in you, then mount upon this throne. 
Herê &ndê the thirty-second etory in ihe Thirty-two Talea qf the Throne 



Names of the Thirty-two Statuettes 

In three of the four recensions, namely the Southern, the Metrical, 
and the Jainistic (SR, MR, JR), the Thirty-two Statuettes are invested 
with a somewhat more distinct personality by the device of giving 
individual names to each of them. The lists of these names are im- 
bedded in the Conclusion. Altho the names found in the several recen- 
sions do not for the most part correspond to each other at all closely, 
it is almost certain that the original contained a list of the sort. lt is 
however not worth while to speculate on the names it may have con- 
tained. The names found in the three recensions may here be given 
for what they are worth. For variations in the individual manu- 
scripts of the several reccnsions, see the Critical Apparatus. 


1. Suke$ï SR 

11. 

Vidyfidharl SR 

Jayä MR and JR 


Vijayfi MR 

2. Prabh&vatl SR 

• 

Madanamafi jarl JR 

Kandarpasenft MR 

12. 

Prabodhavatl SR 

Vijaya JR 


Naramohinl MR 

S. Suprabhft SR and MR 


Crfigfirakalikfi JR 

JayantX JR 

1S. 

Nirupamfi SR 

4. Indrasenfi SR 


Madhupriyfi MR 

Prabhfivatl MR 


Ratipriyfi JR 

Aparfijitfi JR 

14. 

Harimadhyft SR 

5. AnafigEjayfi SR 


Sukegl MR 

Vidyfidharl MR 


Naramohinl JR 

Jayagho$& JR 

15. 

Madanasundarl SR 

6. Indumatl SR and MR 


Candikfi MR 
• • 

Mafijughogfi JR 

- 

Bhoganidhi JR 

7. Kurafiganayanfi SR 

16. 

Vilfisarasikfi SR 

Harimadhyfi MR 


Janamohinl MR 

Lllfivatl JR 


PrabhfivaU JR 

8. Lfivanyavatl SR 

17. 

Manmathajlvinl SR 

£ukapriyft MR 


Kfimadhvajfi MR 

Jayavatl JR 


Suprabhä JR 

9. Kfimakftrikfi SR 

18. 

Ratilllä SR 

Padmfivatl MR 


Bhoganidhi MR 

Jayasenfi JR 


Candramukhl JR 

10. Candrikfi SR 

19. 

Madanavatl SR 

Bodhavatl MR 


Mfg&k?! MR 

Madanasenfi JR 


Anafigadhvajfi JR 


«01 
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20. CitrarekhÄ SR 
Sixraznohinl MR 
Kurafiganayanft JR 

21. Suratagahvarfl SR 
Ratipriyft MR 
Lfftvanyavatl JR 

22. Friyadarganfl SR 
Candramukhl MR 
Sflubhftgyamafijarl JR 

29. Kftmonmftdinl SR 
Parimflkgl MR 
Cfmdrikfl JR 

24. Candrarékhfl SR 
Padmakarnikft MR 
Hansagamanft JR 

25. Hansaprabodhfl SR 
Pikasvarfl MR 
Vidyutprabhfl JR 

26. Kftmacaronmftdinl SR 
Sukhakarl MR 
Änandaprabhft JR 


27. Sukhasftgarft SR 
Ni^s&mfl MR 
Candrakftntfl JR 

28. Madanamohinl SR 
Smarajlvinl MR 
Rüpakftntfl JR 

29. Candramukhl SR 
Bhadrft MR 
Surapriyfl JR 

90. Lftvanyalaharl SR 
Lftvapyavatl MR 
Devflnandfl JR 

31. Mar&lagamanft SR 
Kftmyfl MR 
Padmftvatl JR 

92. Jaganmohinl SR 
Malayavatl MR 
Padminl JR 



APPENDIX 

THE TWENTY-FIVE TALES OF A YETÄLA 


Introductory Bemarks 

The Vetälapanchavimsati, or Twenty-five (tales) of a Vetäla, 
is a very old collection of Hindu tales which is as well known 
in India as the Panchatantra, and, like it, has made an im- 
portant contribution to the popular stories of the world. It 
exists not only in the great Kashmir works of Somadeva 1 
and Kshemendra, 2 but is found as an independent collection 
in two distinct recensions. The most important of these is 
that attributed to Sivadäsa, who gives us a mixture of prose 
and poetry. This appears to be the original form, although, 
as we have only the different versions of later date to go by, 
we cannot make any definite statement on this point. 3 It 
has been edited, together with an anonymous recension, by 
Heinrich Uhle. 4 The other recension is that of Jambhala- 
datta, edited by Pandit Jibananda Vidyasagara, Calcutta, 
1873. It contains no verse, and more closely resembles the 
older Kashmirian versions. 5 

But the great popularity of the Vetäla stories is due to 
the fact that they have been translated into so many Indian 
vernaculars. 

The first translation from the Sanskrit was into Braj- 
bhäshä (the standard dialect of Westem Hindï spoken around 
Mathurä and Agra) early in the eighteenth century. It was 

1 About half of Somadeva s version was translated separately into German 
by F. von der Leyen, Indische Märchen, Halle, 1898. See also his Introduction 
dealing with the collection in general. 

2 Brihat-kathä-manjari, ix, 2, 19' 1221. See S. Lévi, Joumal Asiatique , 
8th ser., vol. vii, 1886, pp. 190-216, and cf. Speyer, op. cit., pp. 37, 38. 

3 See M. Winternitz, Geschichte der indischen Litteratur, vol. iii, p. 331. 

4 “Die Vetâlaparicaviri^atikä in den Recensionen des Qivadäsa und eines 
Ungenannten, ,, Ahhandlungen f ûr die Kunde des Morgenlandes, vol. viii, 1884, 
pp. xxx + 1-236. The anonymous version is merely an abbreviated translation 
of Kshemendra. For references to V. Bettei’s Italian translation of Sivadäsa 
see Winternitz, op. cit., p. 331 n 2 . 

5 For further details see Winternitz as cited above. 

225 


VOL. VI. 


P 


226 THE OCEAN OF STORY 

made by Sürati Misar, during the reign of Muhammad Shäh, 
under orders from Jäi Singh Sawäï, Räjä of Jaipur 1 (1699- 
1743). The Baitäl Pachisî, as it was now called, was next 
translated from Braj-bhäshä into “ High Hind! ” by Lallü 
Läl in 1805. He can be regarded as the actual creator of 
this language, which is really a modern literary development 
of the dialect of Western Hind! spoken from Delhï to the 
Himälaya. 

There were also several other translations made— e.g. 
those by Sambhu Näth and Bhölä Näth. For details of 
these see Grierson, The Modern Vernacular Literature of 
Hindustan, Calcutta, 1855, pp. 97, 166, 167. 

The English version of Kälï Krishna, published at Cal- 
cutta in 1834, was derived from the Hindï version of Lallü, 
as was also the better-known edition by W. B. Barker and 
E. B. Eastwick, Hertford, 1855. On this latter was based 
the German translation by Oesterley, Leipzig, 1873, so 
often quoted by Tawney in his edition of the present work. 
Mention should also be made of the French translation by 
Lancereau, Journal Asiatique, 4th ser., vol. xviii, 1851, 
pp. 5-36, 366-410, vol. xix, 1852, pp. 333-365; and of the 
Swedish by Hilding Andersson. 2 

There are also translations in Bengali, Kanarese, Telugu, 
Gujarati, Tamil, Marathi, and other vernaculars. Of these 
the best known in England are the last two. The Tamil 
version was translated into English by B. G. Babington . 3 
Rs different form of “ frame-story ” will be discussed later. 

The Marathi version was translated by Sadäsiv Chhatre 
in 1830. An English rendering by C. A. Kincaid 4 appeared 
as recently as 1921. In a short preface Kincaid speaks of 
Burton’s translation into English of the Hindï version. He 
says that after comparing it with the Marathi he found that 
they either differed very widely or else Burton had expanded 

1 He is described as one of the most learned scientific men that India 
has ever produced. See Tod’s Räjasthän, vol. ii, pp. 356-368, or vol. iii, 
pp. 1341-1356 in the new edition edited by Crooke, 1920. 

2 Likspökets Tjugufem Rerättelser, Göteborgs Kungl. Vetenskaps - och Vitter- 
hetssamhälles Handlingar, 4 följden, iii, Gothenburg, 1901. 

3 The Vedâla Cadai, beingthe Tamul Version of a Collection of Ancient Tales 
in the Sanscrit Language, 90 pp. Although sometimes bound up separately, it 
forms thefourth paper in volume one of Miscellaneous Translations from Oriental 
Languages, London, 1831. Printed for the Oriental Translation Fund. 

4 Tales of King Vikrama, Oxford University Press, 1921. 
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his work until little resemblance between the two remained. 
There have been many references to this work of Burton, 
but no one appears to have said what it really is and if it 
should be considered as a true translation of the Hindï 
version. Even Macdonell ( Sanskrit Literature, p. 375) dis- 
tinctly gives the impression that Vikram and the Vampire 
is the standard English version of these tales, whereas really 
this is far from the truth. As I have stated more fully else- 
where , 1 Burton’s work was not a translation, but an adapta- 
tion, and a very free adaptation too. In his Introduction he 
says : “ It is not pretended that the words of these Hindu 
tales are preserved to the letter. ... I have ventured to 
remedy the conciseness of their language, and to clothe the 
skeleton with flesh and blood.” This is putting it very 
mildly. What Burton has really done is to use a portion 
of the Vetäla tales as a peg on which to hang elaborate 
“ improvements ” entirely of his own invention. Anyone as 
steeped in his works as I am myself could not possibly read 
a page of Vikrama and the Vampire without knowing who 
had written it. The height of his inventive powers is reached 
in his “ Eleventh Story—which Puzzles Raja Vikram ” (p. 290 
et seq.). It is supposed to be a prognostication of the coming 
of the British into India ! 

Further details of the other vernacular translations will 
be found in Oesterley . 2 

There still remains the necessity for an edition of the 
Vetälapanchaviméati in its different recensions, arranged for 
comparative purposes, in the same manner as the Vikrama- 
charita has been edited by Edgerton (see later, p. 228). There 
would then be some chance of studying the texts with a view 
to ascertaining the original form of the work. From the 
data we have at present it would seem that the work must 
be considered as composed of ancient Hindu tales, in which 
more attention has been paid to the magical than to the 
religious element. Some of them have doubtless been altered 
in the course of time, and we can pick out those which show 
a Buddhistic influence and those which are purely Saivic or at 

1 Annotated Bibliography of Sir R. F. Burton, p. 80 et seq. It was first 
issued in Frazers Magazine, vols. Ixxvii, lxxviii, 1868. It then appeared in 
; book form : Vïkram and the Vampire, or Tales of Hindu Devilry, London, 1870. 
Reprinted in the “ Memorial Edition ,, of 1893. 

2 Bïbliothek Orientalischer Märchen und Erzahlungen in deutscher Bearbeitung I, 
Baitäl Faclüsï, Leipzig, 1873. 
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any rate Brähmanic in character. Then again, there is the 
Jain element to be considered, especially as our information 
about Yikrama himself is confined to ancient Jain tradi- 
tions. Attention will be drawn to any religious tendency 
displayed in the tales when they are dealt with separately in 
this Appendix (Nos. 1-8) and in that to be given in Vol. VII 
(No. 9 to the end). 

There still remains an interesting point to discuss—the 
identity of the hero of the Vetälapanchaviihsati. His name 
appears in slightly different forms, and Somadeva, un- 
doubtedly following the Kashmirian version of the Brihat- 
kathâ, calls him “ Trivikramasena, the son of Vikramasena.” 
In all cases, however, the king referred to is the semi-legendary 
Vikrama or Vikramäditya of Jain tradition. Whether such 
a king actually existed is unknown, and scholars are by no 
means agreed in their opinions one way or the other. 

In order, however, that we may be in a position to ap- 
preciate the difficulties of making any definite statement it 
is necessary to glance at the Jain traditions and see exactly 
what is known about Vikrama. Apart from the work under 
discussion, Vikrama is the hero of several other collections 
of tales, the most important of which is that known as 
Vikrama-charita (Vikrama’s Adventures) or Siûhäsanadvä- 
trinsikä ( Thirty-Two Tales of the Throne). This work, which 
in all probability dates from a time not earlier than the thir- 
teenth century, has recently been edited in four different 
recensions of the Sanskrit original, and published together 
with an English translation by Franklin Edgerton. 1 Now 
in the Jain recension we find, 2 as is only to be expected, an 
account of Vikrama’s conversion to Jainism by Siddhasena 
Diväkara. This account has been inserted as a section of 
the frame-story, and ends with the following words : “ Thus 
reflecting in his heart, the noble King Vilcrama paid the debts 
of the whole earth by an enormous largess, sufficient to fulfil 
to the extent of their desires the petitions of multitudes of 
beggars ; and (in so doing) he introduced a turning point [i.e. 
a change] in the era of Vardhamäna [Mahävira, the founder 

1 Vikramas Adventures> or The Thirty-Two Tales of the Throne, Harvard 
Oriental Series, vols. xxvi, xxvii, Cambridge, Mass., 1926 . The method of 
presentation of the text and translation for comparative purposes as adopted 
by Edgerton is ideal, and sets a standard in scholarly research that will be 
hard to rival. 

2 Edgerton, vol. i, p. 251 et seq. 
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of Jainism].” Like other passages peculiar to the Jain 

recension, the above was obviously a subsequent insertion, 

emanating from the same Jainistic book of legends which 

Merutunga used later for his Vikrama chapter in the Pra- 

bandhacintämani. 1 Thus we see that, according to Jain 

tradition, Vikrama’s act of generosity caused the commence- 

ment of a new era. Other sources of Jain tradition cor- 

roborate this statement and place the change in the year 470 

after Mahävïra’s nirväna. 2 

« 

Now the well-known Vikrama era begins with 58 or 57 b.c., 
and as Mahävïra lived about the end of the sixth or the be- 
ginning of the fifth century b.c., the two statements agree. 
Thus the possibility of the Vikrama era being founded to 
commemorate the deeds of the king Vikrama of Jain tradition 
cannot be doubted. This does not, however, say that the 
collections of stories about a king bearing the same name also 
refer to the Jainistic Vikrama. Confused and contradictory 
statements about Vikrama, in fact about many Vikramas, soon 
made scholars sceptical, especially when it was discovered 
that the name was used by several kings merely as a title. 
Then different theories were put forward as to which king 
was really meant by “ Vikrama.” First the Vikramäditya 
who defeated the Huns in a.d. 544 was proposed, but records 
dated earlier in the era have been found, and so disproved the 
theory. Then Kanishka, the Kushan king, was suggested, 
and for a time received fairly wide support among scholars. 
But Sir John Marshall proved 3 by archseological evidence 
that Kanishka could not have been living in 58 b.c. He 
further proposed that the new era really was founded by 
Azes I, the Saka king of Gandhära. The evidence for this 
is very slender, however, as it entirely depends on the inter- 
pretation of the word ayasa in the Takshaéilä inscription. If 
the word does mean “ of Azes ” the evidence is strong, as the 
dates are in agreement with the existing traditions; but if, 
as considered much more probable by Bhandarkar, Konow 
and Edgerton, it merely corresponds to the Sanskrit âdyasya, 
“ of the first ” (month Äsâdha), the whole theory falls to the 
ground. But apart from this, neither the exact date of Azes nor 

1 See Tawney’s translation, p. 2 et seq. For evidence that the Jainistic 
recension of the Vïkrama-charita is not Merutungas original see Edgerton, 
voî. i, p. xxxvii et seq . 

2 Edgerton, vol. i, p. lixn 1 . 

3 Joarn. Roy. As. Soc. y 1914-, p. 973 et seq. ; 1915, p. 191 et seq. 
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that of the inscription is known with certainty. If the theory 
advanced by Kielhorn, that the era was known in early days 
by the name of Mälava and not Vikrama, be accepted, there is 
still no reason to discard the Jain tradition. As Vikrama was 
king of Mälava, and as at first the era was used only locally, 
why should it not have been known as the Mälava era ? 

We may, then, at once admit that no evidence exists 
to prove that a real king Vikrama did not exist. The point 
is, however, that if he did exist, why are not traditions and 
inscriptions forthcoming? Might not the simplest answer 
be the correct one—namely, that a famous king who used 
the title “ Vikrama ” is responsible for the populax legends 
being connected with the name ? The fact that there was 
also a Vikrama era would merely add to the fame of the hero. 
The most famous king who bore the title of Vikrama was 
undoubtedly Chandragupta II of the Gupta dynasty—the 
golden age of Indian history. His principal conquests were 
effected between a.d. 388 and 401, and included the crush- 
ing of the Saka (Scythian) power in Mälwä, Gujarät and 
Suräshtra. 

Now another Jain tradition 1 tells of events which happened 
just prior to the foundation of the Vikrama era in 58 or 57 b.c. 
The Jain saint Kälaka was insulted by King Gaxdabhilla of 
Ujjayinï, and by way of revenge overthrew the dynasty with 
the aid of some Saka satraps. A few years later Vikrama, the 
son of Gardabhilla, overcame the invaders and re-established 
the dynasty. It was at this point that the new Vikrama 
era was introduced. So runs the legend. Professor Rapson 
(Cambridge History of India, vol. i, p. 532) considers that its 
historical setting is not inconsistent with what is known of the 
political circumstances of Ujjayinï of this period. As it was 
Chandragupta II who is historically known as the conqueror 
of the Sakas, it is not surprising that he took the additional 
title of Vikramäditya (“ Sun of power ”) in later life. The 
glories of his reign and conquests would remain, but events 
connected with the original Vikrama would become confused 
with those of the Gupta monarch. Legends would soon 
accumulate round this “ Vikrama,” who was really a purely 
fictitious character created from ancient Jain traditions of 
the original Vikrama on the one hand, and from historical 
memories of Chandragupta II on the other hand. 

1 “ The Kälakâchâryakathänaka, ,, H. Jacobi, Zeit. d. morg. Ges. } vol. xxxiv, 
p. 247 et seq. 
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We return to Somadeva. He places the hero of the 
Vetäla tales in Pratishthäna on the banks of the Godävarï. 
The author of the Vikrama-charita, however, makes him king 
of Ujjayinî. Now tradition connects him with both these 
places, so the mention of different localities need not surprise 
us. Vikrama is represented as coming from Pratishthäna to 
Ujjayinl, and so was probably connected with the Andhras 
(or Telugus), who under Sätakarni had pushed northwards 
from their capital, Pratishthäna, and wrested Ujjayinï from 
Pushyamitra, the first Sunga king. 

Having now briefly stated what we know about the hero 
of the Vetälapahchavimsati, we can proceed to the frame- 
story, which occurs in various forms. 


Frame-Story 

Here we are told of the ruse by which the mendicant 
secures the king’s help in the carrying out of certain tantric 
conjurations. With the sacrifice of the king’s life he hopes 
to obtain the sovereignty of the Vidyädharas. The dauntless 
Trivikramasena consents to assist the mendicant, and is asked 
to fetch a dead body from a tree. He finds it possessed by 
a Vetäla, and the twenty-five tales (really twenty-four) are 
told by the demon during the same number of attempts on 
the part of the king to secure the body for the mendicant’s 
nefarious purposes. 

This is a very brief summary of the story we have already 
read on pp. 165-168. It occurs twice in the Vikrama-charita, 
first very briefly in the frame-story , 1 and more fully in the 
tale of the thirty-first statuette . 2 As the collection of tales 
became popular, it was translated into many languages, with 
the result that in some cases an Introduction got tacked on 
to the frame-story. In other cases the collection was used 
for religious purposes and an entirely different frame-story 
was substituted. We shall mention some of these alternative 
versions in detail. 

The Tamil version begins with a conversation between 
Indra and Närada, in which we are informed (very much as 
in the commencement of the Ocean) how Siva was once asked 
by Pärvatï to tell her a collection of stories. He at once did 

1 See Edgerton, vol. i, p. 14 et seq. 2 Ibid., p. 236 et seq. 
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so, but a Brähman overheard the stories and repeated tliem 
to his wife. Thus they became common property. Siva, 
through his omniscience, learned what had occurred and 
cursed the Brähman to become a Vetäla. When asked by 
the unhappy man when his curse might end, Siva replied : 
“ By whomsoever the questions contained in these tales shall 
be answered, by the same shall thy curse be removed.” The 
Brähman instantly assumed the form of a Vetäla, and was 
transported into the midst of a wilderness, where he remained 
suspended, head downwards, on a Muruca tree . 1 Then follows 
the frame-story proper, which closely resembles that in our 
own text. The differences are interesting, though not im- 
portant. The mendicant brings pomegranates. One day the 
king’s son offers one to a crab, and as the animal is eating it 
a shower of priceless jewels falls out. All the pomegranates 
are accordingly brought and split open, only to reveal more 
jewels. The rest follows as in Somadeva. 

In tlie well-known Hindi version, and also in the Marathi, 
there is an Introduction to the frame-story, but in this case 
it is elaborate, and for several reasons is well worth repro- 
ducing in full. I choose the translation by Barker 2 : 

There was a city named Dhäränagar, the king of which 
was Gandharbsen, who had four queens, and by them six 
sons, each of whom was more learned and powerful than the 
other. It happened that, after some days, this king died, 
and his eldest son, who was named Shank, became king in 
his stead. Again, after some days, Bikram, his younger 
brother, having killed his elder brother (Shank), himself 
became king, and began to govern well. Day by day his 
dominion so increased that he became king of all India; 
and having established his government firmly, he instituted 
an era. After some days the king thought to himself: “ I 
ought to visit those countries whose names I am hearing.” 

Having resolved upon this in his mind, he committed the 
government to the charge of his younger brother Bharthari, 
became a devotee (Yogî), and began to travel from country 
to country and from forest to forest. A certain Brähman 
practised austere devotion in that city. One day a god 
brought and gave him the fruit of immortality. Having 
brought this home, he said to his wife : “ Whosoever shall 
eat this shall become immortal; the deity told me this at 

1 B. G. Babington, Vedala Cadai, p. 18. 

2 The Baitäl Pachïsï, or Twenty-jive Tales of a Demon, Hertford, 1855. 
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the time he gave me the fruit.” The Brähman’s wife, having 
heard, wept, and began to say : “ It has fallen to us to suffer 
for a great crime, since if we become immortal, for how long 
shall we ask alms ! But death would be preferable to this. 
If we were to die, we should escape the pains of this world.” 
The Brähman replied, saying: “I have accepted the fruit, and 
brought it here, but having heard your speech, my intellect 
has wasted away ; now will I do whatever thou mayst point 
out.” Then the Brähman’s wife said to him: “ Give the fruit 
to the king, and receive instead thereof wealth, by means of 
which you may promote your present and future welfare.” 

Having heard these words, the Brähman went to the 
king and gave him his blessing. After having made an 
explanation of the circumstances connected with the fruit, 
he said : “ O great king ! be pleased to accept this fruit, and 
be pleased to bestow some wealth upon me. I shall be happy 
in your living long.” Then the king gave the Brähman a 
läkh of rupees and, having dismissed him, retired into the 
harem, and having given this fruit to his best-beloved queen, 
said : “ O queen ! eat this, that you may be immortal, and 
may always remain young.” The queen, having heard this 
speech, took the fruit, and the king went into his court. 
The queen had for her lover a kotwäl: to him she gave the 
fruit. It happened that the kotwäl had a friend who was 
a courtesan; he gave her the fruit, explaining to her its 
good qualities. The courtesan reflected : “ This fruit is a 

fit present for the king.” Having thus mentally resolved, 
and having gone to the king, she presented the fruit. He be- 
stowed on her great wealth, and dismissed her ; and, looking 
at the fruit, he became dissatisfied with the world, and began 
to say : “ The wealth of this world is a delusion. The 
affection of this world is of no use, since in consequence of 
it at last we fall into hell. Hence it is better to practise 
devotion, and keep Bhagwân in remembrance, that it may 
be good for us in a future state.” 

Having thus determined, he went into the harem and 
asked the queen : “ What didst thou with the fruit ? ” She 
said: “ I ate it.” Then the king showed the fruit to her. 
She, looking at it, stood aghast, and could not make any 
answer. The king went out and, having had the fruit washed, 
ate it; and, having quitted the throne, became a Yogï, and 
without communicating with anyone departed into the forest. 
The government of Bikram remained empty. 
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When this news reached King Indr, he sent a demon as 
guardian over Dhäränagar, who kept guard day and night 
over the city. At length the rumour of this state of things 
was spread abroad, that King Bhartharl, having abdicated 
his throne, had gone away (into the forest). When King 
Bikram also heard this news, he immediately returned to his 
own land. It was midnight, and at the time he was entering 
the eity the demon called out: “ Who art thou ? and where 
art thou going ? Stand and give thy name ! ” 

Then the king said : “I am King Bikram, and am come 
to my own city. Who art thou who stoppest me ? ” The 
demon answered : “ The gods have sent me to guard this 
city; if you really are King Bikram, first fight with me, 
and then enter the city.” The king, immediately on hearing 
this, tightened his girdle, and challenged the demon, who 
came opposite to him, and the combat began. At length 
the king threw down the demon and sat on his breast. The 
demon cried out: “ O King! thou hast overthrown me, but 
I grant thee thy life.” The king, smiling, said : “ Surely 
thou art mad : to whom dost thou grant life ? If I desire 
I can kill thee; how, then, dost thou grant me my life ? ” 
The demon replied: “ O King! I will save thee from death; 
but first listen to one speech, and then govern the whole 
earth without anxiety.” The king then quitted his hold, 
and began to listen with all his heart to his discourse. 

The demon said to him : “ There was in this city a very 
generous king, named Chandr-bhän. It happened that he one 
day went out into the jungle and saw—what ?—a devotee sus- 
pended head-downwards from a tree, who continued inhaling 
smoke. He received nothing from anyone, nor did he speak 
to anyone. The king, having seen his condition, came home, 
and having sat down in his court, said: ‘ If anyone will bring 
this devotee, he shall receive a läkh of rupees.’ A certain 
courtesan who heard this speech approached the king, and 
represented, saying : ‘ If I receive the great king’s command, 
I will, after bearing a child by this devotee, bring it riding 
on his shoulders.’ The king, on hearing this speech, was 
astonished, and gave betel-nut to the courtesan (in token 
that he held her to her promise); and permitted her to de- 
part. She went into the forest, and, arriving at the devotee’s 
dwelling, saw—what ?—that, in fact, the devotee was hang- 
ing head-downwards. He ate nothing, drank nothing, and 
was shrivelled up. At length the courtesan, having prepared 
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a confection, put it into the mouth of the devotee ; when he 
tasted it sweet, it was pleasant to his palate (and he licked it 
in). Then she made more and gave him. In this manner 
for two days she made him taste the confection, and he, by 
eating it, acquired strength. Then having opened his eyes, 
he came down from the tree and asked her : ‘ Why hast thou 
come here ? 5 The courtesan said : ‘ I am the daughter of a 
deity, and have practised religious observances in the heavenly 
regions. I have now come into this forest.’ That devotee 
said : * Show me where thy hut is.’ The courtesan, having 
brought the devotee to her hut, caused to be prepared the 
six kinds of food. Then the devotee gave up inhaling smoke, 
and began to eat and drink every day. At length Kâmdev 
(the Hindu Cupid) began to worry him, and he had connec- 
tion with the courtesan, and lost (the reward of) his penance. 
The courtesan became pregnant. The full time being accom- 
plished, a boy was born. Some months passed : then the 
woman said to the devotee : ‘ O holy saint! be pleased to 
perform a pilgrimage to some holy place, that all the sins of 
your body may be taken away.’ By such speeches as these 
having cajoled him, she put the boy on his shoulder and came 
to the court of the king, whence she had set out (having 
taken up betel in token of), undertaking to perform this very 
thing. At the time she arrived in the king’s view he recog- 
nised her at a distance, and saw the child mounted on the 
devotee’s shoulder. He began to say to the people of the 
court: ‘ Behold ! this is the very courtesan who went forth 
to bring the devotee.’ They said : ‘ O great king! thou 
speakest truly: this is the very same woman; and be pleased 
to observe that whatever things she, having petitioned (to 
be allowed to undertake), went forth (to do), all these have 
come to pass.’ 

“ The Yogï, having heard the speeches of the king and of 
his courtiers, thought to himself: ‘ The king has done this for 
the sake of taking away (the fruits of) my penance.’ Thus 
thinking, he turned back thence and departed from the city, 
killed the boy, and began to practise devotion in the jungle. 
After some days the death of that king happened, and the 
Yogî accomplished his penance. 

“ In short, the history of the matter is, that you three 
men were born in the same city, in the same lunar mansion, 
in the same division of the great circle described upon the 
ecliptic, and in the same period of time (equal to two gharîs , 
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or forty-cight minutcs). You were born in the house of a 
king; the second was born in the house of an oilman; the 
third, the Yogi, in the house of a potter. You have dominion 
here. The oilman’s son was ruler of the infernal regions. 
Tlie potter, having performed his penance well, and having 
killed the oilman, has turned him into a spectre (evil spirit) 
in a cemetery, and kept him suspended head-downwards in 
a siris tree (mimosa sirissa ), and is plotting your destruction. 
If you should escape, you will have royal power. I have 
given you information of this matter—do not be negligent 
tlierein.” 

Having thus spoken, the demon departed, and the king 
entered his harem. In the moming the king, having come 
forth, sat down, and gave eommand for a general Darbär 
(or court). As many domestics—small and great—as there 
were all came into his presence and presented gifts, and 
rejoicings began to take place. The whole town was extra- 
ordinarily j oyful and happy; in every place and in every 
house dancing and singing was going on. After this the 
king began to administer the government justly. 

It is said that one day a devotee, Shânt-shîl (calm- 
disposition) by name, came to the king’s court bringing a 
fruit in his hand, which fruit he gave into the king’s hand, 
and having spread his prayer-carpet in that place, sat down. 
Presently, after about a quarter of an hour, he (got up and) 
went away. When he had gone, the king reflected in his 
mind : “ This is perhaps the very man of whom the demon 
spoke.” Suspecting this, he did not eat the fruit, but call- 
ing his house-steward he gave it to him (telling him), to keep 
it in a very careful manner. The devotee, however, con- 
tinued to come in the same manner, and every day gave him 
a fruit. It happened that one day the king went forth for 
the purpose of looking at his stable, and some of his asso- 
ciates were with him. At this time the devotee also arrived 
there, and in the usual manner gave into the king’s hand a 
fruit, which he began to toss up, till once it fell from his hand 
on to the ground, and a monkey, having picked it up, tore it 
in pieces. A ruby of such a quality came forth, that the king 
and his companions, beholding its brilliancy, were astonished. 

Then the king said to the devotee : “ Why hast thou given 
this ruby to me ? ” The devotee replied : “ O great king ! 
it is written in the Shästr that one should not go empty- 
handed to the following places: to a king, a spiritual pre- 
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ceptor, an astrologer, a physician, or to a young girl; since 
gifts to these are always conjoined with rewards to oneself. 
O King! why dost thou speak of one ruby only, since in each 
of the fruits I have given thee there is a jewel.” Having 
heard this speech, the king said to the steward of his house- 
hold : “ Bring all the fruits which I have given thee.” The 
steward, on receiving the king’s command, immediately 
brought them, and, having split them, there was found in each 
one of those fruits a ruby. The king, when he beheld so 
many rubies, was excessively pleased, and having sent for a 
jeweller (lapidary) began to examine the rubies, and said to 
him : “ We cannot take anything with us out of this world. 
Virtue is a noble quality (to possess) here below, so tell justly 
what is the value of each of these gems.” 

Having heard this speech, the jeweller said : “ O great 
king! thou hast spoken truly; whoever possesses virtue 
possesses everything—virtue indeed accompanies us always, 
and is of advantage in both worlds. Hear, O great king ! 
Each gem, in colour, quality and beauty, is perfect. If I were 
to say that the value of each was ten million crores ( karor ) of 
rupees, even then you are not able (to imagine its true value). 
In fact, each ruby is worth one (of the seven) regions (into 
which the world is divided).” The king, on hearing this, was 
delighted, and having bestowed a robe of honour on the 
jeweller, permitted him to depart; and taking the devotee 
by the hand, set him on a throne and began to say: “ My 
entire kingdom is not of the value of one of these rubies. 
Tell me the reason why you, who are naked, have given me 
so many jewels.” 

The Yogi said : “ O King! the speaking of such matters 
(as the following) in public (lit. ‘ manifestly ’) is not right; 
these matters—incantations, spells, medicinal drugs, good 
qualities, household affairs, the eating of forbidden food, 
scandal we may have heard of our neighbour—should not be 
spoken of in full assembly. In private I will speak of them. 
This is the usual way. When an affair comes to six ears (i.e. 
three persons) it does not remain secret; if a matter (is 
conflded) to four ears, no one hears of it; and if to two ears, 
even Brahmä does not know it: how then can any rumour 
of it come to man ? ” 

Having heard this speech, the king, having taken the 
Yogi aside, began to ask him, saying : “ O holy saint! you 
have given me so many rubies, and even for a single day have 
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not eaten food. I am exceedingly ashamed : tell me what you 
desire.” The Yogi said : “ O King ! I will perform various 
spells, incantations and magical rites on the bank of the 
River Godävarï, in a large cemetery, by means of which the 
eight Siddhis will come into my possession. This thing I 
ask as an alms, that you will remain one whole day with me. 
By your remaining near me, my incantations will be success- 
ful.” Tlie king replied: “ Good! I will come: tell me on 
what day.” The devotee said: “ On the evening of a Tues- 
day, the fourteenth of the dark half of the month Bhädon 
(August), armed and alone, you are to come to me.” The 
king said : “ Do you go away, I will certainly come alone.” 
In this manner, having received a promise from the king, 
and having taken leave, the devotee went into the temple, and 
having made preparations, and taken all the necessary things, 
went into the cemetery and sat down. The king, on the 
other hand, began to reflect. At this moment the time 
arrived (for his starting). Then the king, having girded on 
his sword, and fastened on his langot, arrived alone at night 
at the Yogl’s, and saluted him. 

The Yogl said : “ Come, sit down.” Then the king, hav- 
ing sat down there, sees—what ?—that on all sides demons, 
ghosts and witches of various kinds, having assumed fright- 
ful shapes, are dancing, and the Yogï, seated in the midst, is 
playing on two skulls. The king, having seen these things, 
was not frightened nor alarmed, and asked the Yogî: 
“What commands are there for me?” The Yogï replied: 
“ O King ! since you have come, just execute one piece of 
business. About two kos in a southerly direction hence there 
is a place where dead bodies are burned: in that place there 
is a siris tree on which a corpse is hanging; bring it to me 
immediately.” 

Having sent the king thither, he himself sat down and 
began to say his prayers. First, the darkness of the night 
was frightful. Secondly, there began to be such continued 
showers of rain that one might have said that it would never 
rain again after that day ; and unclean goblins were making 
such a tumult and noise that even a brave man would have 
faltered: yet the king kept on his way. Snakes kept cling- 
ing round his legs, but these, by reciting a spell, he caused 
to loosen hold. At length, somehow or other having passed 
over a very difïicult road, the king arrived in that place where 
dead bodies were burned. Then he saw that goblins, having 
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seized hold of men, were killing them; witches were chew- 
ing the livers of boys; tigers were roaring, and elephants 
screaming. 

In short, when he looked at that tree, he saw that, from 
the root to the top, every branch and every leaf was burn- 
ing furiously, and on every side a clamour continued to be 
raised (and voices crying): “ Kill him! kill him! Take him! 
take him! Take care that he does not get away ! ” The 
king, having beheld this state of things, was not afraid, but 
was reflecting in his mind : “ This may be that very Yogî 
of whom the demon spoke to me.” Having gone near, he 
beheld a corpse hanging head-downwards, tied by a rope. 

Having seen the corpse, the king was pleased, saying : 
“ My trouble has been productive of fruit.” Having taken 
his sword and shield, he fearlessly climbed that tree, and 
struck such a blow with his sword that the cord was cut and 
the corpse fell down; and immediately on falling, gnashing 
its teeth, it began to weep. The king, having heard the 
sound (of his lamentation), was pleased, and began to say to 
himself: “ This man must be alive.” Then, descending 
from the tree, he asked: “ Who art thou ? ” The corpse, on 
hearing (this question), burst out laughing. The king was 
greatly astonished at this circumstance. Then the corpse 
having (again) climbed the tree, became suspended. The 
king also, immediately, having climbed the tree, took the 
corpse under his arm and brought it down, saying : “ O 
wretch ! tell me who thou art.” The corpse gave no answer. 
The king, having reflected in his mind, said : “ This is, per- 
haps, the very oilman whom the demon said the Yogï kept 
confined in a cemetery.” Thus thinking, he tied the corpse 
up in a cloth and took it to the Yogî. Whatever man such 
resolution shall show will certainly be successful. Then the 
Baitäl said : “ Who art thou ? and where art thou taking 
me ? ” The king answered : “I am Iving Bikram, and I am 
taking thee to a Yogî.” The Baitäl said : “I will go on one 
condition—viz. that if you speak on the road, I shall return.” 
The king agreed to his condition, and took him on. Then the 
Baitäl said : “ O King ! when people are leamed, clever and 
wise, then they spend their days in the delight of songs and 
of the Shästras. But the time of simpletons and fools is 
spent in ease and sleep. On this account, it is better that 
this journey be spent in discourse of profitable things. O 
King ! listen to the tale I am going to relate. 
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There are several points worth mentioning in the above. 
The circulation of the fruit of immortality occurs in the other 
great cycle of Vikrama stories, the Vikrama-charita. 1 The 
order of the recipients is the same in all recensions, but slight 
differences occur in the dénouement. Thus in the Southern 
Recension the list is: Brähman, king, queen, groom, slave- 
girl, cowherd, and girl carrying cow-dung. There is no men- 
tion of the apple being given back to the king. In the Brief 
. Recension the “ cowherd ” becomes a “ doorkeeper,” who 
gives the apple to “ another woman ” and she to “ another 
man,” and in the Jain Recension the “ slave-girl ” is described 
as a “ harlot.” The dénouement is found in two forms. In 
both the Jain and Brief Recensions the “ harlot ” or “ another 
man ’ ’ gives the fruit back to the king as in the Baitdl Pachïsï, 
but in the other recensions he sees it himself quite by chance 
on the top of the basket of cow-dung which the girl is carrying 
on her head. 

The story appears also in the “ Histoire des Rois de 
l’Hindoustan aprês les Pandavas, traduite du texte hindou- 
stani de Mîr Cher-i Alî Afsos.” 2 Here it is a “ précieux fruit 
d’amrit,” and the recipients are : king, queen, groom, harlot, 
and back to the king. 

It is interesting to compare the rather similar story told 
of Eudocia Augusta, the wife of Theodosius II. Through the 
jealousy of her sister-in-law, Pulcheria, on her return from 
Antioch she was accused of an intrigue with her protégé 
Paulinus. Eudocia was apparently given an apple by her 
husband, which she passed on to Paulinus, and he in his 
turn gave it back to the Emperor. Paulinus was beheaded 
in a.d. 440, and Eudocia retired to Jerusalem, where she died 
about 460. 

A large number of references and subsequent variants will 
be found in Oesterley, Bibliothek Orientalischer Märchen und 
Erzählungen I, Baitäl Pachisi. 

Mention might also be made of “ The Tale of the Three . 
Apples ” in the Nights (Burton, vol. i, pp. 186-194). In this 
tale a sick woman expresses a desire for an apple. The 
dutiful husband, after enormous trouble and expense, secures 
three from the garden of the Commander of the Faithful at 

1 See Edgerton’s edition, vol. i, pp. lxvii, lxviii, and 5-14. 

2 L’Abbé Bertrand, Journal Asiatique, ser. iv, tom. iii, 1844, pp. 245- 
246. See also Garcin de Tassy, Histoire de la littérature Hindoui et Hindoustani, 
vol. ii, p. 273. 
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Bassorah. By this time the longing has departed, as the 
malady has increased. The husband meets a black slave 
with one of the apples in his hand. On being questioned he 
boasts that he got it from his mistress, whose fool of a husband 
had obtained three from Bassorah. In her weakness the 
woman pleads ignorance of what has happened to the apple, 
and is killed by the angry husband. Later it transpires that 
his eldest son had taken the apple and the slave had snatched 
it from the boy, at the same time ascertaining its history. 
Ja‘far, the famous wazir of Harun al-Rashid, is commanded 
to find the slave, or be hanged in his stead. In despair he 
presses his favourite daughter to his breast in a final embrace. 
In doing so he feels something round in the bosom of her 
dress. It is the apple ! The slave, who turns out to be 
Ja‘far’s own slave, had given it to the girl for two dïnärs of 
gold. (See further Chauvin, op. cit., pp. 141, 142.) 

Then there is the incident of the “Horrors on the Way ” 
encountered while reaching the Vetäla. While only casually 
referred to in Somadeva, they are described in much more 
detail in the Hindi version. We shall shortly see, however, 
that in the Tibetan and Mongolian variants obstacles are 
continually met with and have to be overcome by following 
strictly the instructions of “ the Master.” 

As to the number of stories enclosed by the frame there 
are really only twenty-four, the killing of the mendicant by 
Trivikramasena being counted in Somadeva’s version as the 
twenty-fifth. This discrepancy was noticed by compilers of 
subsequent versions, and a clumsy attempt has been made 
to rectify the omission. Thus in the Hindi we find the 
twenty-fourth story has become the twenty-fifth, and the 
twenty-second has been repeated with very little difference 
as the new twenty-fourth. The numbering of several of 
the other stories varies considerably in the different versions, 
but is really of little importance. The same applies to the 
■“ Conclusion,” which will be dealt with more fully in the 
Appendix to Vol. VII. 

So far we have examined only variants in which altera- 
tions or additions have been made to the frame-story, while 
the tales themselves remained practically the same. Such, 
however, was far from the case when the collection made its 
way northwards to Tibet and later to Mongolia. Here we 
find that not only is the frame-story entirely altered, but 
fresh tales have taken the place of the original ones. At 

VOL. VI. Q 
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present but little is known about the Tibetan version, except 
what has been recently published by Francke under the title 
of “ Die Geschichten des toten No-rub-can.” 1 The MS. 
unfortunately contains only the frame-story and three tales 
of No-rub-can, which name corresponds to the Kalmuck 
“ Siddhi-Kür ” (a dead body furnished with magic power). 
The one tale translated by Francke corresponds to No. 2 in 
Jülg’s Kalmuck collection, to which reference will be made 
later. 

The point to notice here is that the frame-story of both 
the Tibetan and the Kalmuck is the same, except for a few 
minor differences, which will be duly enumerated after we 
have given the Kalmuck version in full. 

As mentioned above, the Mongolian (Kalmuck) version is 
known by the name of Siddhi-Kür, and has been referred 
to several times in the Ocean already. It was rendered into 
German by B. Jülg, and published in two portions. 2 Appar- 
ently Jülg’s translation was not available to Tawney, and he 
had to content himself with Miss Busk’s Sagas from the Far 
East, which purports to be an English rendering of Jülg. A 
comparison with the German will at once show what liberties 
Miss Busk has taken with the text and how much is entirely 
her own invention. In giving the Kalmuck frame-story I 
have, therefore, avoided Miss Busk, and have followed the 
recent translation of Coxwell, Siberian and Other Folk-tales, 
pp. 175-179, merely giving a more literal translation in the 
few passages where he is rather too free. 


In a central kingdom of India there lived seven brothers, 
who were magicians. At a distance of a mile from them 
dwelt two brothers, who were sons of a khan. The elder of 
these set out to learn the art of sorcery from the magicians, 
but, although he received instruction during seven years, the 
magicians did not teach him the secret of magic. Once, 
when the younger brother had gone with a stock of food to 
his elder brother, he glaneed through the chink of a door and 
discovered the secret of the magic art; then, forsaking the 

1 Zeit. d. d. morg, Gesell., vol. lxxiv, Leipzig, 1920, pp. 72-96. 

2 Kalmïtckische Märchen, Leipzig, 1860 (Introduction and first thirteen 
tales), and Mongolische Märchen, Innsbruck, 1868 (the last nine tales and 
Conclusion). 
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provisions, the two brothers hastened to their royal dwelling. 
The younger brother said to the elder : “ The magicians will 
perhaps become aware that we know the art of magic. Now, 
there is a good horse in our stable : bridle him, but do not go 
in the direction of the seven magicians ; lead him elsewhere, 
sell him, and bring back the money.” Having spoken thus, 
almost the next moment the younger brother turned himself 
into a horse. 

The elder brother did not follow the younger brother’s 
directions. He said to himself : “ Although I have been in- 
structed during seven years in the art of magic, I have acquired 
no knowledge of it: my young brother has now got hold of a 
fine horse ; why should I not ride him ? ” With these ideas 
in his head, he mounted. But scarcely had he reached the 
saddle when it happened that, as a result of enchantment, 
he failed to direct his steed, and found himself at the home of 
the magicians. He wished to depart, but could not, and the 
notion occurred to him that he might sell the horse to the 
magicians. He said to them : “ My brother has found this 
magnificent horse. Will you look at him ? ” The magicians 
understood that the horse was enchanted, and thought: “ If 
everyone learns the magic art in this way, we must perish, 
in spite of our reputation, for we shall excite no more aston- 
ishment. Let us take the horse and kill him ! ” With this 
intention they purchased the horse, paid the large sum which 
was demanded, and took possession. Next they tethered 
the magic horse in a dark stable. When the time arrived 
to take the horse’s life they led him forth by the bridle, 
and, in order that their plan should succeed, one of the 
brothers held him fast by the head, one by the mane, one by 
the tail, one by the front feet, and one by the rump. As he went 
along the horse thought: “ Ah, my brother should not have 
come here. I have fallen into the hands of the magicians, 
but I will effect a transformation and appear as some other 
animal.” 

Scarcely had this idea occurred to the horse when, look- 
ing into the water, he saw a fish swimming towards him; 
he changed himself into this fish. The seven magicians 
became seven seagulls, and were on the point of overtaking 
the fish, when the latter looked up and saw a pigeon flying 
towards him. He transformed himself into this pigeon. The 
magicians now became hawks, and pursued the pigeon over 
hill and stream; but when they were on the point of catching 
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him he fled to a shining mountain in the southerly land of 
Beed and descended into the interior of a stony grotto, called 
the “ Giver of Consolation ”; lastly he settled down into the 
lap of one tarrying there, the Master Nägärjuna. The seven 
hawks immediately placed themselves before the entrance of 
the grotto and took the shape of seven men clothed in cotton. 
The Master reflected thus: “ Why have seven hawks pur- 
sued this pigeon ? ” After pondering, he said : “ Tell me, 
pigeon, why do you exhibit such fear and distress ? ” Here- 
upon the pigeon related in detail all that had occurred, and 
proceeded to say : “ At this moment seven men clad in 
cotton stand before the entrance of this grotto. They will 
come before you, Master, and ask for the rosary which you 
have in your hand. At that moment I will change myself 
into the chief bead of the rosary : if then you, Master, shall 
part with the rosary, eondescend to take the chief bead into 
your mouth before scattering the rosary.” 

So spoke the pigeon, and, in accordance with its predic- 
tion, seven men appeared in cotton garments and asked for 
the Master’s rosary. The Master took the chief bead into his 
mouth and scattered the other beads before him; immedi- 
ately they were transformed into worms. The seven men 
clad in cotton changed into hens and gobbled up these worms. 
Then the Master, without delay, let the chief bead of the 
chaplet fall out of his mouth; forthwith a man, holding in 
his hand a stick, rose from the ground. As soon as this man 
had killed the seven hens they became seven dead human 
bodies. Then the Master grew sad at heart, and said: “ While 
I have preserved but a single life, I have helped to take the 
lives of these seven men ; that is terrible ! ” 

At this remark the man said : “I am the son of a khan. 
As the Master, in order to save my life, has condemned others 
to death, I will, in order to blot out this sin and render thanks 
to the Master, obey joyfully all your orders and faithfully 
carry them out.” The Master replied : “ Then know that 
Siddhi-Kür (the body with supernatural might) is to be found 
in the cool grove in the place for bodies ( Sïtavana); he is of 
gold from the waist upwards and of emerald downwards ; he 
has a head of mother-of-pearl surrounded by a fillet: in such 
a way is he constituted. Fetch him, as a penance ! If you 
can perform the task, you will enable me to acquire much 
gold, for through him the people of Jambüdvïpa could live 
a thousand years and attain the most wonderful perfection.” 
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The khan’s son gave a promise to carry out the undertak- 
ing, and said further : “ Deign to inform me concerning the 
way I should take and the manner in which I am to proceed : 
please tell me what provisions and other things I shall need ; 
I will obey your injunctions.” 

The Master answered : “ When you have gone about a 
mile from here you will reach a mountain stream, and come 
upon a number of large dead bodies at a dark, wooded and 
terrible pass. When you arrive at the spot, the bodies, with- 
out exception, will rise up and approach you. Call out to 
them : ‘ All you great bodies, hala, hala, svähä! ’ and, at 
the same time, scatter among them these consecrated barley 
grains. Repeat magical words. Farther on, at a river, are 
lying numerous small dead bodies. Calling out, ‘ All you small 
bodies, hulu, hulu, svähä! ’ you must make them a similar 
offering. Still farther on exist a number of dead persons in 
the form of children. Give them also an offering while you 
cry: ‘ You dead, in the form of children, rira phad! ’ Siddhi- 
Kür will rise from their midst, leave them, and, clambering 
upon a mango-tree, there seat himself. If you grasp this axe, 
which is called ‘ White Moon,’ and showa threatening counten- 
ance at the foot of the tree, he will come down. Put him in 
this coloured sack, in which there is room for a hundred, lace 
it up with this hundred-threaded bright cord, partake of 
this inexhaustible butter-cake, lift the dead man upon your 
back, walk off without uttering a single word, and return 
here ! Your name is Khan’s son ; but, as you have reached 
the Consolation-giving grotto, you shall in future be called 
‘ the khan who has taken the fortunate path.’ ” • 

Bestowing this name, the Master indicated the way and 
sent the young man on his mission. After the khan’s son 
had fortunately overcome the terrors of the road, as described 
by the Master, and reached the very spot, Siddhi-Kür ap- 
peared and clambered up the mango-tree; the khan at once 
pursued him. He stepped to the foot of the tree and cried 
out loudly : “ My master is Nägärjuna Garbha, and my axe 
is called ‘ White Moon.’ My traveller’s provisions consist 
of inexhaustible butter-cake. My case is a sack of many 
colours in which there is room for a hundred. My cord is 
bright and of a hundred threads. I myself am ‘ the khan 
who has taken the fortunate path.’ Dead man, descend, 
or I will hew down the tree ! ” 

Siddhi-Kür replied : “ Do not fell the tree ! I will come 



246 


THE OCEAN OF STORY 

down.” Then he came down, and the khan’s son put him in 
the sack, fastened the latter securely with the cord, tasted 
his butter-cake, took his load upon his back, and began a 
journey lasting many days. At last Siddhi-Kür said : “ The 
day is long and tedious for both of us; relate a story, or 
I will relate one.” But the khan’s son walked on without 
speaking. Then Siddhi-Kür began anew, thus : “ If you 
are willing to relate, nod yom* head ; but if, on the contrary, 
you wish me to relate, toss your head backwards! ” Without 
saying a word the khan’s son conveyed the proper sign that 
he was ready to listen. Then Siddhi-Kür began the following 
story. 

It will be seen that the above story consists of the well- 
known motif of the magician and his pupil, followed by the 
second part of the Sanskrit frame-story presented in Bud- 
dhist dress. The use of the former is curious and must, I 
think, be accounted for simply by the fact that it appeared 
to the Buddhists more suitable than the original one. 
Benfey, Pantschatantra, vol. i, p. 411 et seq., looked upon this 
tale as a proof of the way in which Indian tales travelled 
westwards, but Cosquin 1 has clearly shown that Mongolia 
has played a small part, if any, in such a transmigration. 

We shall now briefly enumerate the differences found in 
the Tibetan version as translated into German by Francke. 

The seven magician brothers live in a great country, whose 
king has two sons. When their parents die they are left 
penniless. Both decide to call on the magicians, and the 
elder remains to learn the magic art. He is taught how to 
turn earth into stones and vice versa, to imitate the voices of 
the partridge, goat and sheep, but nothing else. The course 
lasts six weeks, not seven years. The younger one returns 
to see how his brother has got on, and, looking through the 
window, learns all their secrets. Later he meets his elder 
brother coming down from the hills with the goats. They 
return home, and the younger one turns himself into a horse. 
Subsequently the horse is sold to the magicians for two 
hundred rupees, and they offer another fifty rupees for the 
bridle, which he had been particularly told not to sell. This, 
however, he does, but discovers later that the money has 
turned into stone. The magicians keep the horse without 

1 “ Les Mongols et leur prétendu rôle dans la transmission des Contes 
Indiens vers l’occident Européen,” Êtudes Folklorique, 1922, pp. 497-612. 
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food for seven days. Then follows the transformation com- 
bat as in the Kalmuck, except that instead of seagulls it is 
otters. The mendicant lives in a hermitage, not a stony grotto. 
The rosary is of pearls and the magicians become hirds. After 
their death the mendicant describes the way to the land of 
dry corpses, where he must fetch No-rub-can. On the way 
he will meet many dry corpses which will offer to accompany 
him, but he is to take only the one who does not offer. The 
axe, sack and cord are then given the hero, together with 
a magic pot and fork for obtaining anything he may want. 
The conclusion is the same as in the Kalmuck. 

A curious feature common both to the Tibetan and 
Kalmuck versions is that at the end of each tale the Vetäla 
does not ask questions, and the hero merely makes some 
exclamation of surprise at the events in the story. 

Having now briefly examined the various forms of the 
frame-story we can proceed to a consideration of the tales 
themselves. 


The Prince who was helped to a Wife hy his Father’s Minister 

(Vetäla 1—pp. 168-177) 

This story is a combination of two distinct tales, or 
rather it consists of a well-known motif prefixed to a tale 
which in other collections has stood alone and really has no 
need of the motif to introduce it. It will be best to consider 
these two separately. 

1. The “ Language of Signs ” Motif 

This has always been a most useful motif in the hands of 
the story-teller, and is used chiefly to bring together lovers 
who would not otherwise have the chance of meeting. It is, 
of course, impossible to say at what period the motif became 
connected with the “Supposed Witch” story, but it was 
certainly unconnected in the fifth or sixth century in Dandin’s 
Dasd-kumära-charita (see infra). This fact, however, proves 
nothing, for Dandin might well have taken his story from an 
early version of the Vetälapanchavimsaii now unknown to us. 

Once the two did become conneeted they remained so, and 
Somadeva, finding them thus in the Vetäla section of the 
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Kashmirian recension of the Brihat-kathä, followed his usual 
rule, and left them as he found them. The “ language of 
signs ” is already familiar to us. In Vol. I, p. 78 et seq., we 
read thc story of Pushpadanta (No. 3), in which Devadatta 
falls in love with a princess whom he sees at a window. She 
conveys a message to him by signs, which he fails to under- 
stand, until later they are interpreted for him by his preceptor. 
Wlien questioned by the princess, Devadatta owns that it was 
not he who had guessed the meaning of the signs; where- 
upon she leaves him in disgust. At this point Siva takes 
a hand in affairs, and, by disguising himself as a woman, 
Devadatta attains the object of his desires. By a further trick 
the king is led to give his daughter to Devadatta in marriage. 

This is a typical example of the way in which the 
“ language of signs ” motif is used in Hindu fiction. 

It will be seen that in the story under discussion the 
sequence of events is quite similar, except that the princess 
is prepared to let nothing stand in the way of herself and 
the object of her affections. Hence the introduction of the 
attempt at poisoning the minister’s son. As I have already 
shown (Vol. I, pp. 80n l -82n), the “ language of signs” is a 
favourite motif in the East. It occurs in a story in Arji-Borji 
Khan, the Mongolian version of the Sinhäsanadvätrinsikä, 
or Thirty-Two Tales of a Lion-Seat ( i.e . throne). It was trans- 
lated into German by Jülg ( Mongolische Märchensammlung, 
Innsbrück, 1868, p. 240 et seq.), and into English by Busk 
( Sagas from the Far East, pp. 315-323) and Coxwell ( Siberian 
Tales, pp. 227-231). 

In the story in question Naran Gerel (“ sunshine ”), the 
strictly guarded princess, espies the minister Ssaran on a 
balcony. On seeing him Naran holds one of her fingers 
upwards and circles it with her other hand, then she clasps 
her hands together and separates them. Next she lays two 
fingers together and points with them towards the palace. 
The minister becomes alarmed, and tells his wife he has 
been threatened by the princess. On hearing details his wife 
says : 

“ She has not threatened you at all. The signs which 
you describe have this significance : the lifting up of one 
finger tells you that near her house there rises a tree ; when 
she made a circle with her hand round the finger she meant 
to convey to you the idea of a wall; when she clasped and 
unclasped her hands she implied: ‘ Come into the flower 
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garden ’; the laying of the two fingers together said: ‘ I 
would receive a visit from you.’ ” 

It would be superfluous to give further examples here. 
We might note in passing that the story-teller naturally wants 
to give the meaning of the signs, and the simplest way of 
doing this is for the hero not to understand them, thus neces- 
sitating the full explanation from a third party. If he did 
interpret them, it would be necessary for someone to ask 
how he managed to guess the meaning. We have already 
had an example of this in the very first story of our collection 
(Vol. I, pp. 45-46), where Vararuchi answers the five-finger 
sign by showing two fingers. Sakatäla immediately asks for 
an explanation. (See Chauvin, op. cit ., viii, p. 126.) 

I have come across one instance where the sign-language 
was satisfactorily answered, although misunderstood. This 
occurs in a sub-story to the “ Lady’s Ninth Story ” of The 
Forty Vezirs (E. J. W. Gibb, p. 116 et seq.). 

A monk is trying to avoid the paying of tribute for him- 
self and his people by asking the king a sign-question which 
he cannot answer. 

The monk first opened the five fingers of his hand and held 
the palm opposite the folk, then he let the five fingers droop 
downward, and said: “ What means that ? Know ye ? ” And 
all the doctors were silent and began to ponder; and they 
reflected, saying : “ What riddles ean these riddles be ? There 
is no such thing in the Commentaries or the Traditions.” 
Now there was there a learned wanderer, and forthwith he 
came forward and asked leave of the king that he might 
answer. The king gladly gave leave. Then that wanderer 
came forward and said to the monk : “ What is thy question ? 
What need for the doctors ? Poor I can answer.” Then the 
monk came forward and opened his hand and held it so before 
the dervish ; straightway the dervish closed his fist and held 
it opposite the monk. Then the monk let his five fingers 
droop downward; the dervish opened his fist and held his 
five fingers upward. When the monk saw these signs of the 
dervish, he said, “ That is the answer,” and gave up the 
money he had brought. But the king knew not what these 
riddles meant, and he took the dervish apart and asked him. 
The dervish replied : “ When he opened his fingers and held 
his hand so to me it meant, ‘ Now I strike thee so on the face ’; 
so I showed him my fist, which meant, ‘ I strike thy throat 
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with my fist ’; he turned and let his fingers droop downward, 
which meant, ‘ Thou dost so, then I strike lower and seize 
thy tliroat with my hand ’ ; and my raising my fingers up- 
ward meant, ‘ If thou seekest to seize my throat, I too shall 
grasp tliy throat from underneath ’; so we fought with one 
another by signs.” Then the king called the monk and said : 
“ Tliou madest signs with the dervish, but what meant those 
signs ? ” The monk replied : “I held my five fingers opposite 
him; that meant: ‘ The five times ye do worship, is it right ? ’ 
The dervish presented his fist, which meant: ‘ It is right.’ 
Tlien I held my fingers downward, which meant: ‘ Wliy does 
the rain come down from heaven ? ’ The dervish held his 
fingers upward, which meant: * The rain falls down from 
heaven that the grass may spring up from the earth.’ Now 
such are the answers to those questions in our books.” Then 
he returned to his own country. And the king knew that the 
dervish had not understood the monk’s riddles. But the king 
was well pleased for that he had done what was suitable, and 
he bestowed on the dervish a portion of the money which the 
monk had left. 

It will thus be seen that in some cases the sign has to be 
answered by another sign, while in others there is only one 
which is a call for immediate action. 

The story in our present text has passed in its entirety, 
via the Baitäl Pachisï, to the repertoire of the ayah, and in 
the middle of the nineteenth century was told by a very old 
ayah to Miss Stokes’ mother. It forms the twenty-seventh 
story of her collection ( Indian Fairy Tales, 1880, pp. 208-215) 
and is called “ Pänwpattï Ränï.” Although told some eight 
hundred years after Somadevä, it has undergone but com- 
paratively few alterations. 

The Ränï puts a rose to her teeth, sticks it behind her ear, 
and then lays it at her feet. The prince’s friend, the son of 
the Räjä’s kotwäl (chief police officer in the town), interprets 
this as follows :— 

“ When she put the rose to her teeth, she meant to tell 
you her father’s name was Räjä Dänt [Räjä Tooth]; when 
she put it behind her ear she meant you to knoAV her country’s 
name was Karnätak [on the ear]; and when she laid the 
rose at her feet, she meant that her name was Pänwpattï 
[Foot-leaf]. . . .” 
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The second part of this story will be detailed when we 
consider the final trick of Buddhisarïra, to which we now 
proceed. 


2. The Trick of the Supposed Witch 

As already mentioned, this second part of our story has 
really no need of the “ Ianguage of signs ” motif as a prefix. 
It contains quite sufficient incident to stand alone, and must 
surely have done so in its original form. Apart from its occur- 
rence in the Vetälapanchavirhsati, it appears in Dandin’s Dasa- 
kumära-charita as an independent story. It is an interesting 
version, although it differs only in detail from that in the 
Ocean. 

The first English translation was made by Wilson, Oriental 
Quarterly Magazine, vol. vii, Calcutta, 1827, pp. 291-293. 
It was reprinted in his Works, vol. iv, and Essays, vol. ii, 
pp. 256-260. The translation was, however, very free besides 
being incomplete. I therefore use the recent German ren- 
dering by Hertel, Die zehn Prinzen, Leipzig, 1922, Indische 
Erzähler, Band ii, pp. 118-125. The translation is a Iiteral 
one. 


Nitambavati 

In the country of Sürasena there is a town called Mathurä. 
In it there lived a young man of distinguished family who 
found more pleasure in social life and courtesans than he 
ought to; and as he merely by the strength of his arm had 
fought many a fight for his friends, the rowdies had given 
him the nickname of “Fighting-thorn,” 1 under which he was 
generally known. 

One day “ Fighting-thorn ” saw a picture in the hands of 
a foreign painter, which represented a young woman; and 
looking at the picture was enough to set his heart on fire. He 
said to the painter : 

“ This lady, dear master, whom you have painted here, 
seems to combine the most obvious contrasts. For her body 
is of a beauty that is hardly seen in Iadies of good family, and 
yet her modest bearing clearly indicates her noble origin. 
The colour of her face is pale, the charm of her body has not 
suffered from excessive caresses, and what a depth of longing 

1 He is the “ thorn ” which the rowdies find in fighting when they pick 
a quarrel with his friends. 
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for Iove her eyes have ! And yet her husband cannot be far 
from her, because neither a plait of her hair nor anything 
else points to tliat. Besides, she wears a pearl on her right 
side. 1 And yet I think you have painted her with extra- 
ordinary skill and quite life-Iike. She obviously is the wife 
of an old merchant, who no longer possesses much manly 
vitality, so that slie suffers from lack of embracing, which 
rightly was due to her.” 

The painter praised his appreciation of art and said : 

“ You have hit it! The lady is Nitambavatï, 2 and rightly 
she bears this name. She lives in Ujjayinî, the capital of 
Avanti, and is married to the caravan-owner Anantakîrti. 
Her beauty filled me with amazing admiration, so I have 
painted her as you see her here.” 

“ Fighting-thorn ” was no longer master of his senses. 
He must see Nitambavatï himself, and therefore he set out at 
once for Ujjayinî. Passing himself off as an astrologer, 3 he 
entered her house under the pretence of asking for food, and 
caught a glimpse of her. 

Her appearance intensified his longing for her still more. 
He went to the elders of the town, asked for the post of 
watcher over the place where the corpses were burned, and 
obtained it. The shroud and other things with which the 
mourners rewarded him for his services he gave to a nun 
Arhantika, 4 and induced her to go to Nitambavatî and by her 
words secretly ingratiate her in his favour. But Nitamavatî 
dismissed the procuress with indignation. 

From the nun’s report he understood that his beloved 
behaved in a way proper for a lady of good family, and that 
it was impossible to seduce her. Therefore he secretly gave 
the procuress the following instructions :— 

“ Once more go and see the merchant’s wife; and when 
you get her alone, say to her : ‘ How could you seriously be- 
îieve that a woman like me can really mean to tempt ladies 
of good families to unchastity ! Just because I have realised 
the wickedness of worldly life, I have dedicated myself to 
mortification, and all I strive for is redemption. I only 

1 Wives whose husbands are away wear a plain plait of hair hanging down 
their backs and put on no jewellery. 

2 KaAAt7rpyo9. 

3 He would also have disguised himself as a Saiva ascetic, as the sequel 
indicates. 

4 The name indicates a Jaina nun. 
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wanted to test you, and see if even you, with your great 
wealth, your supernatural charm, and your extreme youth, 
have been infected with levity, to which other women so 
quickly succumb. I rejoice now that you are so totally un- 
corrupted, and from my heart I wish you the happiness of 
motherhood. Unfortunately your husband is in the clutches 
of a demon, so that he is seized with jaundice and is weakened 
and unable to embrace you. If you do not succeed in oppos- 
ing the hindering influence of this demon, you must abandon 
every hope of obtaining a child by your husband. Do me, 
therefore, the favour and come out to your garden quite alone. 
I will bring there a man versed in magic. On his hand you 
must place your foot; nobody will see it! He will pronounce 
a charm over it. Then you must pretend to be angry with 
your husband and kick him on his chest with your foot; 
thereby he will be able to beget perfect, healthy and vigorous 
descendants, and he will do you homage as he would to a 
goddess. There is nothing indelicate in the matter.’ 

“ If you speak to her in that way, she will certainly come. 
You lead me into the garden first, after nightfall, and then 
bring her out there too. This is the only service that I beg 
of you.” 

The nun declared herself ready to do this service. Then 
he was beside himself with joy, and the following night he 
went into the garden. The nun succeeded, but not without 
trouble, in persuading Nitambavatï to go. And when this 
was done, “ Fighting-thorn ” took the lady’s foot in his hand, 
and while he pretended to stroke it gently, quickly deprived her 
of a golden anklet, wounded her slightly with a knife on the 
upper part of the thigh, and then made his escape. 

Nitambavatï was frightened to death. She reproached 
herself for her improper behaviour, and felt she wanted to 
kill the nun. Then she washed the wound in a pond adjoin- 
ing the house, dressed it, and removed the corresponding ring 
from the ankle of her other foot, and stayed in bed for three 
or four days, on the plea of indisposition, without allowing 
anybody to visit her. 

But the rascal took the stolen anklet, went to Anantakïrti, 
and offered to sell him the piece of jewellery. Hardly had he 
seen it than he said to “ Fighting-thorn ” : 

“ This anklet is the property of my wife. How has it come 
into your possession ? ” 

The more “ Fighting-thorn ” hesitated to answer the 
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more the merchant plied him with questions. At last he 
said : 

“ I shall render you an account of it, but only before the 
assembled body of merchants.” 

This was his final word. Now the merchant went to his 
wife, and requested her to send him her two anklets. 

Beside herseif with anxiety and shame she sent him the 
only anklet she had, with the message : 

“ I lost one anklet, the clasp of which was very loose, last 
night in the garden, where I had gone out to get some fresh 
air. In spite of all my searching, I have not been able to find 
it yet. Here is the other.” 

When the merchant heard that, he ordered “ Fighting- 
thorn ’ ’ to precede him, and went with him before the 
assembled guild of merchants. 1 The rogue was examined, 
assumed a very submissive air, and made his statement: 

“ You gentlemen are aware that I have been entrusted 
with guarding the ‘ grove of ancestors, ’ 2 that I live there and 
get my livelihood from the post entrusted to me. Even at 
night when I sleep I remain on the burning-ground; for I 
must take into consideration the fact that my mere appear- 
ance frightens niggardly people, and that they therefore try 
to burn their dead at night. 3 

“ So recently I saw in the night a black female figure 
approaching a funeral pyre and forcibly trying to drag out of 
it a half-burnt corpse. 4 5 Greed made me conquer my fear of 
the witch. I interfered and laid hold of her. It so happened 
that by accident I scratched her slightly with my knife on 
the upper part of her thigh 6 ; I managed, however, to pull 
this bangle from her ankle. Then she ran off as fast as she 
could. 

“ In this way I got hold of the anklet. The verdict, 
gentlemen, is in your hands.” 

1 The court of the Vaisya caste, which consists of merchants. 

2 The place where the dead are burned. 

3 These words contain a pun. Among superstitious people the burning- 
ground is believed to be the place where all ghosts live 3 and nobody dares 
to visit these grounds at night. “ Fighting-thorn ” means that the meanness 
in some people may be so great that they fear the corpse-guards more than 
the ghostSj because they owe him his fees 3 and that they therefore burn their 
dead at night so as to cheat him of them. 

4 See Hertel, Indiscke Marchen, Jena, 1921, Pref., p. 8. 

5 The witch is imagined to be naked. 



APPENDIX—TALES OF A VETÄLA 255 

The assembly of merchants deliberated together, and the 
result of the council was the unanimous decision of the guild 
of citizens 1 that Nitambavatï was a witch. 

Her husband repudiated her. So the following night she 
went weeping to the same “ grove of ancestors ” to hang 
herself there. 

The rogue, however, detained her and managed to soothe 
her. 

“ My beautiful child,” he said, “ your charm drove me 
mad, so that I tried to win you for myself. All my sugges- 
tions which should have led to it, and which I sent you through 
the mouth of the nun, failed to attain the object of my desire. 
Then I had recourse to this means which would lead to the 
happiness of owning you all my life. Now grant me your 
affection. Behold, I am your slave, and the happiness of my 
whole life lies in your hands! ” 

In this way he tried to persuade her; he repeatedly fell at 
her feet, and proved himself inexhaustible in finding means 
to propitiate her, and as there was nothing else for her but 
to gratify him, 2 she became his. 

Therefore I say: “By artifice the most difficult things are 
accomplished.” 

The story travelled westwards and found its way into the 
Arabic version of the Book of Sindibäd, known as the Seven 
Vazïrs. It was subsequently included in the Nights, where 
it appears with little alteration in the various texts. The 
Arabic version was first made known to us by J. Scott, who 
translated it as the “ Story of the Painter ” in Tales, Anec- 
dotes and Letters, translated from ihe Arabic and Persian, 
Shrewsbury, 1800, pp. 108-115. (Reprinted with slight 
alterations by Clouston, Book of Sindibäd, pp. 166-170.) The 
hero of the story, however, is usually a goldsmith, and, follow- 
ing the Macnaghten text, Burton (vol. vi, p. 156 et seq.) 
calls it “ The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-girl. ” 

1 This is identical with the assembly of merchants, which is the most 
important caste. The so-called “ town-merchanthad an official position 
corresponding to that of our mayors. The Sudra, or fourth caste, had no 
rights and was not taken into consideration. The nobility— i.e, the Brämans 
and the Kshatriyas (warriors)—are above the citizens. 

2 As a witch she was naturally excluded from all human community in 
her native town ; and in a foreign place, without a man’s protection, she might 
at the best have lived as a prostitute 
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Tlie title is important because of the mention of Kashmir. 
In some texts, including that used by Seott, the locality has 
been altered to Isfahän. See further Chauvin, op. cit., viii, 
p. 47, under “ Mahmoûd (La sorciêre).” As translated by 
Burton the Arabic version is as follows :— 

There lived once, in a city of Persia, a goldsmith who 
deliglited in women and in drinking wine. One day, being 
in tlie house of one of his intimates, he saw painted on the 
wall the figure of a lutanist, a beautiful damsel; beholder 
never beheld a fairer or a more pleasant. He looked at the 
picture again and again, marvelling at its beauty, and fell so 
desperately in love with it that he sickened for passion and 
came near to die. It chanced that one of his friends came to 
visit him, and sitting down by his side, asked how he did and 
what ailed him; whereto the goldsmith answered: “ O my 
brother, that which ails me is love, and it befell on this wise. 
I saw the figure of a woman painted on the house-wall of my 
brother such an one, and became enamoured of it.” Here- 
upon the other fell to blaming him, and said : “ This was of 
thy lack of wit : how couldst thou fall in love with a painted 
figure on a wall, that can neither harm nor profit, that seeth 
not, neither heareth, that neither taketh nor withholdeth ? ” 
Said the sick man : “ He who painted yonder picture never 
could have limned it save after the likeness of some beautiful 
woman.” “ Haply,” rejoined his friend, “ he painted it 
from imagination.” “ In any case,” replied the goldsmith, 
“ here am I dying for love of the picture, and if there live 
the original thereof in the world, I pray Allah Most High to 
protect my life till I see her.”, 

When those who were present went out, they asked for 
the painter of the picture and, finding that he had travelled 
to another town, wrote him a letter complaining of their 
comrade’s case, and inquiring whether he had drawn the 
figure of his own inventive talents or copied it from a living 
model. To which he replied : “ I have painted it after a 
certain singing-girl belonging to one of the wazirs in the 
city of Cashmere in the land of Hind.” 

When the goldsmith heard this, he left Persia for Cashmere 
city, where he arrived after much travail. He tarried awhile 
there till one day he went and clapped up an acquaintance 
with a certain of the citizens who was a druggist, a fellow of 
sharp wit, keen, crafty; and, being one eventide in company 
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with him, asked him of their king and his polity. To which the 
other answered, saying: “ Well, our king is just and righteous 
in his governance, equitable to his lieges and beneficent to his 
commons, and abhorreth nothing in the world save sorcerers ; 
but whenever a sorcerer or sorceress falls into his hands, he 
casteth them into a pit without the city and there leaveth 
them in hunger to die.” Then he questioned him of the 
king’s wazirs, and the druggist told him of each minister, 
his fashion and condition, till the talk came round to the 
singing-girl, and he told him : “ She belongeth to such a 
wazir.” The goldsmith took note of the minister’s abiding- 
place, and waited some days till he had devised a device to 
his desire; and one night of rain and thunder and stormy 
winds he provided himself with thieves’ tackle and repaired 
to the house of the wazir who owned the damsel. Here he 
hanged a rope-ladder with grappling-irons to the battlements 
and climbed up to the terrace-roof of the palace. Thence he 
descended to the inner court and, making his way into the 
Harim, found all the slave-girls lying asleep, each on her own 
couch ; and amongst them, reclining on a couch of alabaster 
and covered with a coverlet of cloth-of-gold, a damsel, as she 
were the moon rising on a fourteenth night. At her head 
stood a candle of ambergris, and at her feet another, each in 
a candlestick of glittering gold, her brilliancy dimming them 
both ; and under her pillow lay a casket of silver, wherein 
were her jewels. [Scott has : “ a rich veil, embroidered with 
pearls and precious stones.’’] He raised the coverlet and, draw- 
ing near her, considered her straitly, and behold! it was the 
lutanist whom he desired and of whom he was come in quest. 
So he took out a knife and wounded her in the back parts, 
a palpable outer wound, whereupon she awoke in terror; but 
when she saw him, she was afraid to cry out, thinking he 
came to steal her goods. So she said to him: “ Take the 
box and what is therein [Scott: “ Take this embroidered 
veil ”], but slay me not, for I am in thy protection and 
under thy safeguard, and my death will profit thee nothing.” 
Accordingly he took the box and went away. [Night 587.] 
And when morning morrowed he donned clothes after the 
fashion of men of learning and doctors of the law and, tak- 
ing the jewel-case, went in therewith to the king of the city, 
before whom he kissed the ground, and said to him: “ O King, 
I am a devout man, withal a loyal well-wisher to thee, and 
come hither a pilgrim to thy court from the land of Khorasan, 
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attracted by the report of thy just governance and righteous 
dealing with thy subjects and minded to be under thy stan- 
dard. I reaehed this city at the last of the day and, finding 
the gate locked and barred, threw me down to sleep without 
the walls; but, as I lay betwixt sleep and wake, behold, 
I saw four women come up : one riding on a broomstick, 
another on a wine-jar, a third on an oven-peel, and a fourth 
on a black bitch [as Burton says, these vehicles suggest 
derivation from European witchery, but Scott reads : “ One 
mounted upon an hysena, another upon a ram, a third upon 
a black bitch, and the fourth upon a leopard ”], and I knew 
that they were witches making for thy city. One of them 
came up to me and kicked me with her foot and beat me with 
a fox’s tail [Scott: “ with a whip, which appeared like a 
flame of fire ”] she had in her hand, hurting me grievously, 
whereat I was wroth and smote her with a knife I had with 
me, wounding her in the back parts as she turned to flee from 
me. When she felt the wound she fled before me, and in her 
flight let drop this casket [Scott: “ veil ”], which I picked 
up, and opening, found these costly jewels therein. So do 
thou take it, for I have no need thereof, being a wanderer in 
the mountains who hath rejected the world from my heart 
and renounced it and all that is in it, seeking only the face of 
Allah the Most High.” Then he set the casket before the 
king and fared forth. The king opened the box, and, empty- 
ing out all the trinkets it contained, fell to tuming them over 
Avith his hand, till he chanced upon a necklace whereof he 
had made gift to the wazir to whom the girl belonged. See- 
ing this, he called the minister in question and said to him : 
“ This is the necklace I gave thee ? ” He knew it at first 
sight, and answered : “ It is; and I gave it to a singing-girl 
of mine.” Quoth the king : “ Fetch that girl to me forth- 
with.” So he fetched her to him, and he said : “ Uncover 
her back parts and see if there be a wound therein or no.” 
The wazir accordingly bared her backside, and finding a 
knife-wound there, said : “ Yes, O my lord, there is a wound.” 
Then said the king, “ This is the witch of whom the devotee 
told me, and there can be no doubt of it,” and bade cast her 
into the witches’ well. So they carried her thither at once. 

As soon as it was night, and the goldsmith knew that his plot 
had succeeded, he repaired to the pit, taking with him a purse 
of a thousand dînärs, and entering into converse with the 
warder, sat talking with him till a third part of the night was 
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passed, when he broached the matter to him, saying : “ Know, 
O my brother, that this girl is innocent of that they lay to her 
charge, and that it was I who brought this calamity upon 
her.” Then he told him the whole story, first and last, add- 
ing : “ Take, O my brother, this purse of a thousand dïnärs 
and give me the damsel, that I may carry her to my own land, 
for these gold pieces will profit thee more than keeping her in 
prison; moreover Allah will requite thee for us, and we too 
will both offer up prayers for thy prosperity and safety.” 

When the warder heard this story, he marvelled with 
exceeding marvel at that device and its success; then, taking 
the money, he delivered the girl to the goldsmith, eondition- 
ing that he should not abide one hour with her in the city. 
Thereupon the goldsmith took the girl and fared on with her, 
without ceasing, till he reached his own country, and so he 
won his wish. 

When we compare these three versions of the same tale 
we notice that the chief incidents (namely, the wounding of 
the girl, the stealing of her jewels, and selling or giving them 
to the person who would cause her to be banished from the 
town) occur in every case. 

It is only the less important incidents which have changed. 
In Somadeva’s version the use of the “ language of signs ” 
motif has necessitated the minister playing the chief part 
throughout, while in the other versions the man (not a prince) 
relies entirely on his own cleverness. It is interesting to note 
that the variant in the Nights seems to have borrowed from 
both Somadeva and Dandin, for from the former it has 
borrowed the incident of the rope (although it is the gold- 
smith who puts up the rope, not the girl who hangs it down), 
and from the latter the incident of falling in love with the 
painting. Other minor differences will be apparent on com- 
parison. It is necessary to mention only one other point. 
In Dandin the object of the young man’s affection is a re- 
spectable married woman. After stealing the anklet he goes 
straight to her husband and offers to sell it to him. Her 
guilt is apparently proved and the wife is immediately 
divorced. Now, this part of the story bears some resem- 
blance to a series of tales known by the generic name of 
the “ Concealed Robe ” or “ Burnt Veil.” The former title 
is taken from the version in the Book of Sindibäd, 1 while the 

1 See Clouston, op. cit. } p. 7 3 et seq. } and cf. 253. 
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latter is derived from the Arabic variants found in the Seven 
Vazïrs and the Nights. 1 

In both eases the plot centres round an amorous youth who 
enjoys the love of a woman through the scheming of a third 
party who deceives the husband into leaving or divorcing 
liis wife. Thus far the connection with our story is clear. 
The incriminating article is a robe or veil instead of a piece 
of jewellery and mark on the thigh. It should, however, be 
noticed that in Scott’s “ Story of the Painter ” it actually is 
a veil which is stolen as evidence. 

The following is a brief résumé of the Arabic version :— 

A youth takes a house in Baghdad at a very low rental, 
and later learns the reason. It is because if the owner but 
looks through a certain window in the upper part of the house 
lie would see a girl so fair that he would die of longing for her. 
Curiosity makes him see for himself. He falls madly in love, 
and secures the help of a go-between to bring about their 
union. She explains that the girl is the wife of a rich 
merchant. The would-be lover is to buy a veil from him 
and give it her. This done, she gets into the beauty’s house 
by a ruse and hides the veil, which she has purposely burnt 
in three places, under the merchant’s pillow. He finds it and 
divorces his wife. The old woman arranges a liaison, and the 
pair remain together for a week. The wrong is then righted 
by the lover blaming the old woman for not having his veil 
mended after it had been burnt. She confesses to having 
left it by mistake in the merchant’s house. This conversa- 
tion is specially held before the wronged husband, and all 
ends in forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Reference might also be made to another cycle of stories 
similar to that of the Seven Vazïrs, known under the title of 
“ King Shah Bakht and his Wazir-Rahwan.” Here we find 
the above story appearing again, but this time the incriminat- 
ing object is a turban. Burton, following the Breslau text 
(Supp., vol. i, p. 309), calls it “ The Story of the Crone and 
the Draper’s Wife.” See also Chauvin, op. cit., viii, p. 109, 
under “ Le turban brûlé.” 

In conclusion I would briefly refer to the second part 
of Miss Stokes’ story of Pänwpattl Ränî (see p. 250). Here 

1 See Scott, op. cit., p. 168 et seq.; Burton, op. cit., vol. vi, p. 188 el seq.;. 
Clouston, op. cit., p. 198 et seq. ; René Basset, Joam. Asiatique, ser. 10, vol. ii, 
pp. 67, 77, and Chauvin, op. cit., viii, pp. 57, 58. 
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we notice the changes that our story has undergone in the 
hands of the ayahs through the centuries, although the main 
incidents of Somadeva’s version remain. In the first place 
the couple get properly married. The prince goes to visit 
his friend, the kotwäl’s son, and Pänwpattï becomes jealous. 
The poisoned sweets are sent on the prince’s next visit, but 
are given to some crows and then to a dog. In the final 
episode the kotwäl’s son seizes the jewels while the princess 
is asleep, and wounds her in the leg. Later, the Räjä’s servants 
arrest the pretended Yogï, but are not nearly so courteous 
as in Somadeva’s version. When relating his story he says 
he was sitting by a river, and that at midnight one woman 
arrived and pulled a dead body out of the river, and began 
to eat it. In anger he had taken her jewels and wounded 
her in the leg. The girl is cast out into the jungle and there 
rescued by the prince and his friend. There is, of course, no 
mention of her parents dying. This last incident was intro- 
duced by Somadeva in order that the Vetäla could ask his 
question about who was the guilty party. 

In the Tamil version the girl is wounded between the 
breasts, and gives a pearl necklace as a bribe to prevent her 
secret love of eating corpses being divulged. Both parents 
die here as in Somadeva. 


The Three Young Brähmans who restored a Dead Lady 

to Life 

(Vetäla 2—pp. 179-181) 

As explained by Uhle, 1 Sivadäsa’s recension varies in its 
texts both in the present story and also in No. V. According 
to Lassen 2 there are four Brähmans; the first three act as in 
our version, and the fourth merely goes home. He it is who 
is judged to be the true husband, as the others had acted re- 
spectively as father, brother and servant. In Gildemeister’s 
text, which is that chiefly used by Uhle, and in all other 
versions, the Brähmans are only three in number. As Lassen’s 
reading in this case was based on a single MS., it cannot stand 
against the others as the original version. And Uhle points 
out [on a later page 3 that it must be regarded merely as a 

1 Abhandl.f. d. Kunde d. Morgenlandes } viii, No. 1, p. xxi, 

2 Anthologia sanscritica, Bonnae ad Rhenum, 1838. 

3 Op. cit. } p. 113. 
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clever improvement on the original, for it eannot be denied 
that the king’s choice of the fourth Brähman, who merely 
goes home, contains a decided touch of humour. 

It is, however, interesting to note that in a moralised 
version foiming the Sädhusïla Jätaka, No. 200 (Cambridge 
edition, vol. ii, pp. 96, 97), the number of suitors is four. 
They wooed the four daughters of a Brähman. He was in 
doubt as how best to dispose of them. One of the suitors 
was fine and handsome, one was old, the third a man of good 
family, and the fourth was good. Accordingiy he approached 
the Master, saying : 

“ One is good, and one is noble; one has beauty, one has 
years. 

Answer me this question, Brähman: of the four, which best 
appears ? ” 

Hearing this, the teacher replied: “ Even though there be 
beauty and the like qualities, a man is to be despised if he 
fail in virtue. Therefore the former is not the measure of a 
man; those that I like are the virtuous.” And in explanation 
of this matter he repeated the second couplet: 

“ Good is beauty: to the aged show respect, for this is 
right: 

Good is noble birth; but virtue—virtue, that is my de- 
light.” 

When the Brähman heard this, he gave all his daughters 
to the virtuous wooer. 

Before referring to variants found in the vernaculars we 
shall first consider the story as given by Somadeva. The 
chief motif is that of “ Resuscitation.” In this particular 
case it is brought about by the aïd of a stolen book containing 
a magical charm. Although I am unable to give any exact 
analogue to this, we find in the Latin version of the Gesta 
Romanorum 1 a tale of a magic book of charms stolen from a 
necromancer by his pupil. The best-known method is by aid 
of the “ Water of Life,” which is one of the oldest and most 
widespread motifs in the world. We have already had several 
references to this (see Vol. II, p. 155w 4 , and Vol. III, p. 253w x ), 

1 See H. Oesterley, Gesta Romanoram, 1872, pp. 664 and 748; and 
S. J, H. Herrtage, Early English Versions of the Gesta Romanorum, Appendix, 
No. cclx, Early English Text Society, Ex. vol. No. xxxiii, 1879. 



APPENDIX—TALES OF A VETÄLA 263 

but by far the largest number is to be found in Bolte and 
Pollvka, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 394-401— i.e. No. 97, “Das Wasser 
des Lebens.” Sir Richard Temple is at present engaged on a 
work dealing with this interesting subject. 1 

Now in this present story three men claim to have been 
the direct cause of the resuscitation, the first because he 
possessed the charm, the second because he had taken her 
bones to the Ganges and the efficacy of sacred bathing-places 
was absolute, while the third claims that it was the power of 
his asceticism which had raised the dead to life. Thus the 
story is really an unusual form of the well-known “Joint 
Efforts ” motif, as it might be called. The usual form is that 
found in the Vetäla’s fifth story—all the suitors can do some- 
thing wonderful: suddenly the bride disappears and the joint 
application of their gifts is successful in bringing back the 
lost bride. I shall discuss this further when dealing with the 
story in question (see p. 273 et seq.). The motif occurs also 
in the Vetäla’s twenty-second story, where three Brähmans 
bring a lion back to life. The present tale is weak because 
the claims of the first two Brähmans are so feeble. The third 
Brähman had already obtained clear proof of the efficacy of 
the charm, and needed no help from the others at all. In the 
“ Joint Efforts ” motif, however, all the suitors do something 
which is a sine qua non to the result, but useless by itself; 
accordingly the question as to who can rightly claim the girl 
for a bride is a very open one. But of this more anon. 

The “ Five Sons,” which forms the seventh diversion of 
the fifth day in Basile’s Pentamerone (Burton, vol. ii, p. 532 
et seq.), although really an example of the “ Joint Efforts ” 
motif, warrants mention here because one of the sons has dis- 
covered a herb which can cause the dead to live again. But 
it would have been useless until the others had rescued her 
from the ghul’s power. The end of the tale is unusual. The 
king is unable to decide who deserves the hand of the princess. 
Each man (they are brothers) puts forward his claim. Then 
the father of the boys puts forward his claim. “ I think I have 
done a great deal in the matter,” he said, “having made men 
of these my sons, and having by the strength of first teachings 
obliged them to learn the craft they know, otherwise they 
would be senseless fools, where now they have brought forth 
such pleasant fruits.” The father marries the princess. 

1 Zinda Peer, the Everliving Saint of India. A Eiscourse on some Pamifications 
of tke Belief in the Water of Immortality. 
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A story from Siddhi-Kür also deserves mention. It 
forms No. 2 of Jiilg, tale 9 of Busk (p. 105 et seq.) and 
No. 4 of Coxwell (p. 179 et seq.). In this tale six men go to 
seek their fortunes in different directions. One of them, a 
rich man’s son, is killcd. The others, by their several accom- 
plishments, find his body, and by a wonderful draught one of 
them restores his life. The rich man’s son tells his adventures, 
and how his wife must be rescued from the hands of a power- 
ful klian. This is successfully done, and each claims the 
woman. The tale ends curiously : “ They strove thus each 
for himself, and could not come to an agreement. ‘ Now,’ 
said they, ‘ if there is this difficulty, let us all take her ’; 
and crying out 4 Strike! strike ! ’ they cut her to pieces with 
their knives.” 

In fact, all the story-tellers have experienced much diffi- 
culty in settling the question that this story leads up to. In 
Somadeva’s tale the question is naturally put to Trivikrama- 
sena, and he, being a pious and exemplary king, gets out of 
the difficulty by saying that he who stayed in the cemetery 
and praetised asceticism acted so out of deep affection and 
so must be considered her husband. The other two act the 
parts of father and son respectively. This resembles the 
end of a story in the Kalmuck Arji-Borji (see Busk, op. cit., 
p. 298 et seq.). 

Four young shepherds combine in making a life-like 
wooden carving. The first did the actual sculpturing, the 
second painted it, the third infused into it wit and under- 
standing, the fourth breathed life into it, and behold ! it was 
woman ! They all claimed her for themselves. The question 
was who had the best claim. After several futile answers 
had been given the wise Naran-Däkini replied : 

“ . . . The youth who first fashioned the figure of a 
block of wood, did not he stand in the place of a father ? 
He who painted it with tints fair to behold, did not he 
stand in place of the mother ? He who gave wit and under- 
standing, is he not the Lama ? But he who gave a soul that 
could be loved, was it not he alone who made woman ? To 
whom, therefore, else should she have belonged by right of 
invention ? And to whom should woman belong if not to 
her husband ? ” 

In the Hindi version the girl dies of a snake-bite, and 
various sorcerers, etc., are brought to charm away the poison. 
Having seen the girl, however, they are of the unanimous 
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opinion that the case is hopeless. Then follows a curious 
passage about snake-poison : 

The first said: “ A person does not live who has been 
bitten by a snake on the fifth, sixth, eighth, ninth and 
fourteenth day of the lunar month.” The second said : “ One 
who has been bitten on a Saturday or Tuesday does not sur- 
vive.” The third said : “Poison infused during the Rohinï, 
Maghä, Asleshä, Vishäkhä, Mülä, and Krittikä mansions of 
the moon, cannot be got under.” The fourth said: “ One 
who has been bitten in any organ of sense—the lower lip, the 
cheek, the neck, abdomen, and navel—cannot escape death.” 
The fifth said : “ In this case Brahmä even could not restore 
life—of what account, then, are we ? Do you perform the 
funeral rites—we will depart.” 

The rest is almost similar to Somadeva’s version. 

In the Tamil Vedala Cadai, and also in the Turkish 
Tütï-nämah, 1 the girl dies through anxiety of mind, while the 
others are disputing as to whom she should rightly marry. 
The curious feature in the latter is that the girl is brought 
back to life by being beaten. The first suitor opens the 
grave, the second advises the use of the cudgel, and the third 
brings it into operation. The suitors fight, but the girl refuses 
them all. 

Restoring life by beating is certainly uncommon in stories. 
It is found, however, in a Persian tale included by J. Uri in 
his Epistolce Turcicce ac Narrationes Persicce editce et Latine 
conversce, 2 Oxonii, 1771, pp. 26, 27. Flagellation during mar- 
riage ceremonies is quite common in India, and is also found 
in other countries. 3 The fundamental idea is quite possibly the 

1 Rosen, Tuti-Nameh, vol. ii, p. 53. See also Wickerhauser, Papagei - 
märchen, p. 188. 

2 Uri calls the book from which the tale is taken Post nubila Phoebus, which 
is merely a parodied title of the Arabic work Al Faraj ba c da sh-shiddah ( 'Joy 
qfter Hardship), by Muhassin ibn f Alï at-Tanükh! (died a.h. 384). See the 
Arabic text published in Cairo, 1903-1904, vol. ii, pp. 98, 99- The tale is 
also found in an early Persian translation lithographed in Bombay, a.h. 1276 
(1859), pp. 383, 384. Tanukhï states that the story in question was received 
from a certain Muhammad as-Sälihï, the Scribe, a contemporary. Mr A. G. 
Ellis, who has kindly supplied the above information, adds that Uri’s text is 
loosely abridged from the Persian version above mentioned. 

3 See, e.g., Crooke, op. cit. (new edition, 1926), pp. 136, 137; Journ. Anth. 
Inst., vol. xxix, pp. 78, 97; Westermarck, History of Human Marriage, vol. ii, 
pp. 517, 518; and Frazer, Golden Bough, Index voh, pp. 182, 183. 
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same as in the case of raising the dead by flogging—namely, 
to expel the evil spirit which has caused the catastrophe, 
or in the case of a marriage, which might cause the catastrophe 
(of barrenness). 

To conclude, I would quote a Burmese version of our story 
found in a collection known under the title of The Precedents 
of Princess Thoodama Tsari (or Sudhammachärï). The trans- 
lation is by R. F. St A. St John, Folk-Lore Journal, vol. vii, 
1889, p. 309 et seq. 1 

Once there were, in the country of Kamboja, four vaisyas 
who were great friends; three of them had a son and the 
other had a very beautiful daughter. Each of the three 
young men sent a message to the parents of the girl. The 
first said: “ If your daughter should die before she reaches 
the age of fifteen, I will give her a grand funeral.” The 
second said: “ If she die before the age of fifteen, I will collect 
her bones after the body is cremated and bear them to the 
burial-ground.” The third said: “ If your daughter die 
before she reaclies the age of fifteen, I will watch in the burial- 
ground.” To these proposals the parents of the girl gave 
their consent. 

Now it came to pass that the girl died before she was 
fifteen, and her parents called upon the young men to fulfil 
their promises, and they did so. Whilst the third was walk- 
ing in the burial-ground a Yogi came that way, on his road to 
Himavanta, and, seeing him, asked if he would like the girl 
to be made alive again ; and on his saying that he would, he 
restored her to him alive and with all her former beauty. 
The other two young men on hearing of this said that, as 
they had performed their promises, they had also a right to 
have her in marriage. After arguing the matter between 
themselves, they agreed to go to Princess Sudhammachärï 
and abide by her decision : 

“ One of you performed the funeral ceremonies and went 
his way; the other carried the bones to the burial-ground 
and departed; but the third remained watching in the burial- 
ground. The man who constituted himself a guardian of the 
burial-ground is debased for seven generations, and, inasmuch 
as the girl came to life when he stiil remained with her though 
dead, he has an undoubted right to her now that she has 
come to life again.” 

1 Cf. the translation by C. J. Bandow, Rangoon, 1881, pp 53-55, 
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The King and the Two Wise Birds 
(Vetäla 3—pp. 183-189) 

In Sivadäsa’s recension (Uhle, op. cit., p. 13) we get further 
details about the wedding of the royal couple who possessed 
the clever birds. So, too, in the Hindi version, where it forms 
the fourth story, 1 we get considerably more details. Barker 2 
translates as follows :— 

The Baitäl spoke, saying: “ O King! there was a city 
called Bhogwatï, whose king was named Rüpsen, and he had 
a parrot named Chüräman. One day the king asked that 
parrot: ‘ What dost thou know ? ’ The parrot replied : 
‘ Great king! I know everything.’ The king said: ‘ If 
thou knowest everything, tell me where there is a beautiful 
damsel, my equal in rank. ’ The parrot said: ‘ Great king ! 
there is in the country of Magadh a king, Magadheshwar by 
name, and he has a daughter, whose name is Chandrävatï. 
You will marry her ; she is very beautiful and very learned.’ 
The king, on hearing the parrot’s speech, sent for an as- 
trologer, whose name was Chandrakänt, and asked him: 
‘ Whom shall I marry ? ’ The astrologer ascertained by his 
art, and said: “ Chandrâvatï is the name of the maiden, and 
your marriage with her will certainly take place.’ 

“ The king, having heard this, summoned a Brähman 
and explained everything to him. When he sent him to King 
Magadheshwar, he thus enjoined him : ‘ If you arrange this 
affair of our marriage satisfactorily, we will reward you.’ 
The Brähman then took leave. King Magadheshwar’s 
daughter had a Mainä ( gracula religiosa), whose name was 
Madana-manjarï (love-garland). The princess in the same 
way had consulted Madana-manjarî, and asked her: ‘ Where 
shall I find a suitable husband ? ’ The Mainä replied: 
‘ Rüpsen is king of the city of Bhogwatï—he shall be thy 
husband.’ Thus, though neither had seen the other, they 
were mutually in love. In a few days’ time the Brähman 
whom Rüpsen had sent arrived in Magadh and delivered his 
sovereign’s message to King Magadheshwar. The king agreed 
to his proposal, and having summoned a Brähman of his own, 

1 For the diflferent order of numbering in the various versions see the 
table at the end of the Appendix in Vol. VII. 

2 Baitäl Pachisi,jpp. 96-102. 
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and entrusted to him the nuptial gifts and the customary 
presents, he sent him with the other Brähman, and bade him, 
‘ Greet King Rüpsen on my behalf, and, having made the 
customary mark on his forehead (the tiläk), return quickly. 
Wlien you come back I will make preparations for the 
marriage. ’ 

“ These two Brähmans, therefore, set forth, and in a few 
days thcy arrived at the Court of King Rüpsen, and related 
everything that had happened. The king was greatly 
pleased, and, making all the necessary preparations, departed 
to claim his betrothed. In the course of a few days he arrived 
in that country, and having been married, and having re- 
ceived the w r eckling gifts and dowry, took leave of King 
Magadheshwar, and set out for his own country. His queen 
also brought away with her Madana-manjarï in a cage. 
They arrived in due course at their journey’s end, and began 
to live happily. One day the cage of the parrot (Churäman) 
and of the Mainä (Madana-manjarï) were both placed near 
the throne, and the king and queen, in the course of conversa- 
tion, said: ‘ No one can live happily in solitude, therefore it 
would be better to marry the parrot to the Mainä, and putting 
them into one cage, they will then live happily together.’ 
They then had a large cage brought and put them in it. 

“After some little time had elapsed, the king and queen 
w r ere one day sitting together in conversation when the 
parrot said to the Mainä: ‘ Sexual intercourse is the one 
thing in this world, and whoever has passed his life without 
it has been born in vain ; therefore you must grant me this 
favour.’ The Mainä said: ‘I have no desire for a male.’ 
The parrot asked : ‘ Why ? ’ She replied : ‘ Men are sinful, 
irreligious, treacherous, and women-slayers.’ The parrot 
replied : ‘ So also are women treacherous, false, ignorant, 
avaricious, and murderers.’ 

“ When the king heard them thus wrangling, he inquired : 
‘ What are you quarrelling about ? ’ The Mainä replied: 
‘ Great king ! men are sinful women-slayers, hence I have no 
wish for them. Great king! listen while I tell a tale to prove 
that men are such as I say.’ ” 

The Tamil version (sixth story x ) is much shorter, but not 
as condensed as in Somadeva. Here the birds are described 
as being both parroquets, and after his successful marriage 

1 Babington, Vedala Cadai, p. 39 et seq$ 
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Paräkramakesari, the prince, suggests that the two birds 
ought also to be happily married. Accordingly they are put 
in the same cage, and the quarrelling commences as in the 
other version. 


The Mainä’s Story 

This tale occurs in the Turkish Tütï-nämah, 1 where the 
principal difference is that the parents of the wicked man die 
after his first crime. After he has squandered all his wealth 
he is reduced to begging in a cemetery, where he suddenly 
meets his wife. They live together for some time, and then 
set out once more for the husband’s home. On the way they 
pass the old well, and there he murders her. 

Oesterley refers to the eleventh story of Siddhi-Kür, 2 but 
there s little in comimon here, except that the poor man 
vainly attempts to murder his wife, whom he has acquired 
by a trick, and then to sell the jewels that he had obtained 
with her. 


The Parrot’s Story 

In the Tamil version 3 there is no real thief in the case 
at all. The lover is discovered by the city guards, and being 
mistaken for a thief is mortally wounded by an arrow. At 
this moment the girl arrives, and getting no answer from her 
lover, imagines he is angry with her. While kissing him he 
bites off her nose in the agony of death and falls down dead. 
She returns home and, taking the betel-cutter from her 
husband’s pouch, smears it with blood. She then raises the 
alarm, accusing her husband of having bitten off her nose. 
Just as he is going to be put to death the city guards, who 
have apparently witnessed the whole proceedings, come for- 
ward and give their evidence. The woman is bound and cast 
into the fire. 

The story is one of the few in the Vetälapanchavirhsati 
that has passed with but comparatively few alterations into 
the Kalmuck version. It is told of two brothers who lived 
in a country named Odmilsong. They married sisters, but 

1 Rosen, vol. ii, p. 102, and Wickerhauser, p. 214. 

2 Buskj op. cit ., pp. 120-125. It is No. 11 in Jülg, and No. 13 in 
Coxwell, where the translation from Jülg is better than Busk’s rendering. 
See his Siberian Folk-Tales, pp. 217-221, and the notes on p. 257. 

3 Babington, op. cit ., p. 45 et seq. 
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somehow or other were never very friendly. The elder brother 
grew rich, and wlien giving a great banquet omitted to ask 
his younger brother. Deeply offended, he determined to 
steal something valuable from his elder brother, and with 
this intention managed to conceal himself in the store-room. 
The tale tlien proceeds as follows (Coxwell, pp. 215-216):— 

The people had drunk spirits till it became dark, and 
lay intoxicated and asleep. The elder brother’s wife led her 
husband in a stupefied condition into the store-room, there 
to slumber with him. After a while, however, she arose and 
cooked a meal. Taking with her meat and several kinds of 
food, such as garlic and onions, and other eatables, she went 
out. The man in concealment did not yet venture on his evil 
deed, and said to himself, “ I will carry out my theft later; 
first of all I will observe these people,” and he followed the 
woman. Behind the house she mounted a high hill, on which 
was a gloomy graveyard. As she climbed upwards he walked 
behind her and almost in her footsteps. In the middle of 
an evergreen expanse of turf was a stone slab, to which she 
hurried, to find on it, lying stretched out and rigid, a man who 
had been her lover. In her devotion she could not let him 
serve as food for birds and rapacious beasts, so she sought 
the dead and from afar called him by name ; and finally, on 
reaching him, threw herself round his neck. The younger 
brother sat near by and observed everything. The woman 
set the food before the dead man and offered it to him, but 
his teeth were firmly pressed together and would not crush 
the food, so she opened them with a copper spoon, and, 
having chewed the food, she sought with her tongue to intro- 
duce it into his mouth. But suddenly the spoon, being 
gripped by the dead man’s teeth, broke, and struck off the 
tip of the woman’s nose; at the same time a small portion 
of her tongue was bitten off. With blood upon her face she 
retreated and took away her eatables. The younger brother 
Avas the first to reach home, and he hid in the store-room. 
Arriving later, the woman lay down beside her husband, 
and after a while, when the husband began to speak and 
sigh in his sleep, she cried: “ Woe! woe! What have 
you done ? ” The man cried : “ What has happened ? ” To 
which words she replied: “You have bitten off the tip of 
my nose and of my tongue; what can I do in such a 
calamity ? ” 
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The sequel to the story is the same as in other cases, and 
here it is the brother who comes forward to give evidence. 
The woman is fastened to a stake and then killed. 

The tale appears also in the Tütï-nâmah 1 with slight 
differences. The loving couple are surprised by the town 
guards, and according to their custom the man is crucified, 
but the woman is allowed to go home unpunished. In a final 
embrace the lover bites off his beloved’s nose, and she accuses 
her husband of having done it. The husband is sentenced 
to the loss of his nose, but, as in Somadeva’s version, a 
thief saves the situation, and the wife is thrown into the 
water. 

That portion of the story about the husband being 
accused of cutting off the wife’s nose will naturally remind 
readers of “The Cuckold Weaver and the Bawd,” which is 
one of the Panchatantra tales that does not appear in Soma- 
deva’s version. I gave it in full, however, in Vol. V, pp. 223- 
226. This story became exceedingly popular, and is found in 
numerous collections in both the East and West. The sub- 
ject has been treated fully by Bedier 2 under the title of “ Le 
Fabliaux des Tresses,” as in Western versions the mutilation 
of the nose has given place to the cutting off of hair, a severe 
beating, or other similar punishment. Boccaccio included 
the tale in his Decameron , where it forms the eighth novel 
of the seventh day. The chief point of all these versions 
is the cuckolding of the husband by the substitution of 
another woman in his bed. He vents his anger on her, 
thinking it is his wife, who later proves her innocence by 
showing her person untouched. Lee 3 gives a large number 
of analogues, including versions in English literature, where 
the tale is found in Massinger’s Guardian and Fletcher’s 
Woman Pleased. 

After the two birds have finished their tales the frame- 
story ends by the parrot becoming once more the Gandharva 
Chitraratha, as Indra’s curse has now lost its force. At the 
same moment the Mainä becomes no less a person than the 
heavenly nymph Tilottama. Both ascend to heaven. 

So, too, in Sivadäsa’s recension they both become 

1 Roseiij op. cit. } vol. i, p. 96; Wickerhauser, op. cit. 9 p. 212. 

2 Les Fabliaux , 4th edition, 1925, vi, pp. 164-199. Facing the latter page 
is a table showing the ramifications of both Eastern and Western versions. 

3 The Decameron , its Sources and Analogues, London, 1902 , pp. 222-230. 
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Vidyädharas. In the Hindi and Tamil versions, however, the 
frame-story does not appear again. 


The Adventures of Vïravara 
(Vetäla 4—pp. 191-198) 

This is practically identical with No. 70, “Story of the 
Brähman Vïravara” (see Vol. IV, p. 173 et seq.). Cf. also 
No. 36, “Story of the Prince and the Merchant’s Son 
who saved his Life ” (Vol. III, p. 28 et seq.), where the 
“ Overhearing ” motif is introduced. Several useful refer- 
ences will be found in the note beginning on p. 2 8nK In 
Sivadäsa’s recension Viravara demands a thousand dïnärs 
every day, which can be compared with the wonderful archer 
in the Asadisa Jâtaka, No. 181, who demands for wages “ a 
liundred thousand a year.” 

In the Hindi it forms No. 3 and in the Tamil No. 7. The 
versions differ only in unimportant details. 

It also appears in both the Persian 1 and Turkish 2 
Tütï-nämah. For further details see Oesterley, Baitäl Pachïsi, 
pp’ 185-187. 

The story belongs to the “Faithful Servant ” motif, and 
merges into another large cycle of tales which might be called 
the “ Perfect Friends ” or “ Friendship and Sacrifice ” motif. 

The motif reached Europe about the very time that 
Somadeva wrote, where it appeared as the second story, 
“ The Two Perfect Friends,” in the Disciplina Clericalis of 
Peter Alphonse. 3 It then became incorporated with The 
Seven Sages of Rome, where it occurs under the name of 
amici in connection with Vaticinium. The tale is confined 
to that immense group of MSS. of which the Latin Historia 
Septem Sapientum is the type. 4 Under the title of Amicus et 
Amelius, it appeared in the Speculum historiale 5 of Vincent 
de Beauvais. 

It found its way into French literature, and eventually 

1 Iken, Touti Nameh, eine Sammlmig Persischen Märchen von Nechschebi, 
1882, pp. 17 and 89. 

2 Rosen, op. cit., p. 42, and Wickerhauser, p. 28. 

3 W. H. Hulme, “ Peter Alphonse’s Disciplina Clericalis,” Westem Univ . 
BalL, vol. xxii, 1919, p. 15 et seq . 

4 Killis Campbell, Seve?i Sages of Rome, pp. xxiv, cxii. 

6 Lib. xxiii, cap. 162-166 and 169. 
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became attached to the Carolingian cycle in the twelfth- 
century chanson de geste of Amis et Amiles. In the early 
forms the story was simple : Amis and Amiles were two 
friends. Amis committed perjury to save his friend and was 
smitten with the curse of leprosy. He was informed in a 
vision that the only possible cure necessitated his bathing 
in the blood of Amiles’ children. 1 Hearing this, Amiles at 
once slew them; but after his friend had been cured they 
were miraculously restored to life. In time the story became 
elaborated and gradually spread all over Europe. 2 

The best-known story in which the motif occurs (among 
others) is undoubtedly Grimm’s “ Der getreue Johannes,” 
No. 6. 3 Faithful John is a servant who, after the death of 
the king, brings up the young prince and guards him against 
numerous dangers at the peril of his own life. There is no 
need to give this well-known tale in detail. It represents 
one of the two great varieties of stories dealing with friend- 
ship and sacrifice. In the first of these the friendship and 
love are mutual, and usually exist between two youths, often 
brothers. In the second variety the love is that of a trusted 
and faithful servant, and the feeling is not necessarily recipro- 
cated at all. Both, however, point to the same moral—the 
inestimable value of trust, friendship, sacrifice and love. 


Somaprabhä and her Three Suitors 
(Vetäla 5—pp. 200-203) 

As already mentioned (p. 261), the texts of Sivadäsa’s 
recension differ. According to Lassen, 4 * the girl is finally 
awarded to the “ man of knowledge,” while in Gildemeister’s 
text,® and in all other versions, she is given to the hero who 
kills the Räkshasa. 

In the Hindi version 6 the hero “ possessed the art of 
discharging an arrow, which should strike what was heard, 

1 Vol. I, p. 97»*. 

2 See Chauvin, viii, 194-196; Dawkins and Halliday, Modem Greek in Asia 
Minor, pp, 253, 254 and 523; Coxwell, Siberian and other Folk-Tales, pp. 768- 
775 and 880, and especially A. H. Krappe, “The Legend of Amicus and 
Amelius/ > Mod. Lang. Rev. vol. xviii, Cambridge, 1923, pp. 152-161. 

3 Bolte and Polivka, op. cit ., vol. i, pp. 42-57. 

4 Op. cit. } pp. 35-38. 6 Uhle, op. cit. s p. xxi. 

6 Barker, op. cit. s p. 139 ; Oesterley, op. cit. s p. 69 . 

VOL. VI. s 
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though not seen,” while in the Tamil 1 we are given no details 
as to his abilities. The only deviation in this latter version 
is that it is a giant who carries off the damsel. 

The story is in all probability the original of that mass 
of similar ones which exist in nearly all parts of the world. 
Some idea of its enormous distribution ean be conceived 
when we read the dozen odd pages of analogues given by Bolte 
and Polivka 2 to the well-known German tale of “The Four 
Skilful Brothers.” 

In this version four brothers go out into the world to 
earn their living. One becomes an expert thief, the second 
possesses a wonderful telescope, the third is an expert archer, 
and the fourth can sew anything so that no stitch can be 
seen. The king’s daughter suddenly disappears, and the 
joint efforts of the brothers restore her safely to her father. 
No decision is arrived at as to who deserves the girl in 
marriage. 

This outline represents roughly the plot of the different 
versions so widely spread all over Europe and the East. The 
commencement varies, but usually falls under one of the four 
following headings :— 

1. The girl states she will marry only a man who has 
certain qualifieations, which she proceeds to enumerate. 

2. Several suitors fall in love with the girl and each states 
his particular qualification. 

3. The girl disappears and several men volunteer to save 
her. 

4. A number of brothers go out to earn a living and each 
returns with some wonderful gift as possession. 

In each case it is the “ joint efforts ” of the brothers or 
suitors that bring back the girl who has suddenly dis- 
appeared or been seized by a jinn, div, khan, or other 
similar personage. 

As I have already pointed out in my notes to Vetäla 2, the 
choice of husband by the embarrassed princess or her father 
usually ends very unsatisfactorily. In some cases no decision 
is made and the king merely gives a reward, in others the 
girl chooses the handsomest, while in still others the results 
are fatal. In several versions one of the men is a wonderful 
physician, and possesses a magic herb, ointment or healing 
draught. In the Nights (Burton, Supp., vol. iii, p. 439) and 

1 Babington, op. cit., p. 35. 

2 Op . cit. y vol. iii, pp. 45-50, 
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an Icelandic 1 version it is a magic apple that saves the girl. 
Sometimes she is merely ill, but in several cases she actually 
dies. It will be noticed that in Vetäla 5 this does not occur, 
for it has already formed the chief motif of Vetäla 2. Thus 
we can say that all versions of this form of the “ Joint Efforts ” 
motif can be traced back to these two Indian tales. 

As an example of another form of the motif reference 
should be made to Grimm’s “ How Six Men got on in the 
World,” No. 71. 2 It falls under the fourth heading as given 
above, and tells how six chance acquaintances overcome all 
diffîculties by their joint efforts. 

The twenty-second story in the Persian 3 Tütï-nâmah 
closely resembles the story in our text. It also occurs with 
but little variation in the Turkish recension of the same 
coUection. 4 

The Tütï-nämah 5 also contains a story which appears 
to be made up of Vetälas 2, 5 and 21. It is really a more 
elaborate version of a similar tale in Arji-Borji, to which 
I have already referred (p. 264). 

Four companions combine in creating a woman. One 
of them, a carpenter, hews a figure from a block of wood; 
.another, a goldsmith, adorns it with gems; the third, a tailor, 
clothes it; while the fourth, a monk, gives it life. They 
•quarrel about her, each claiming her for himself. They agree 
to consult a dervish, but he claims the girl himself. They 
then go to the chief of police, and to the Kazi, but each wants 
the girl. Finally the matter is referred to a divinity, and the 
lady once more becomes wood. 

1 Clouston, Popular Tales and Fictions, vol. i, p. 285, and see the appendix 
by the sarae author in Burtons Nights, Supp., vol. iii, p. 608 et seq. Further 
.analogues appear in Chauvin, vi, 1 33, and viii, 76. 

2 See Bolte and Polivka, op. cit. , vol. ii, p. 79 et seq. 

3 Iken, op. cit., p. 93. 

4 Rosen, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 165. 

5 lken, op. cit ., p. 37, and Rosen, op. cit., vol. i, p. 151. 
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The Lady xvho caused her Brother and Husband to change Heads 

( Vetâla 6—pp. 204-207) 

In the Hindi version 1 the husband is so long in the temple 
that his “ friend ” goes in to see what has happened. On 
finding him decapitated he thinks to himself: “ This world is 
a very difficult place to live in ; no one will suppose that he 
has died by his own hand, but they will say that this is my 
treachery, and that, to obtain possession of his wife, who is 
very beautiful, I have killed him. It is better that I should 
die, than thus live disgraced.” When the wife enters she too 
fears disgrace, and is about to kill herself, when the goddess 
intervenes. 

In the Tamil version, 2 which is No. 5, it is “ a certain 
individual ” who falls in Iove with the girl. He promises the 
goddess to give her his head as an offering if she will help 
him to obtain the girl as a bride. The rest follows as in 
Somadeva, except for the king’s reply to the question of the 
Vetäla, which is : “ . . . whichever of the two, immediately 
on perceiving the girl, should pay her attention as his wife, 
he it is that ought to be her husband.” 

The tale also occurs in both the Persian 3 and Turkish * 
recensions of the Tütï-nämah with but slight differences. The 
hero is a prince instead of a washerman, and the second suicide 
is a priest instead of a brother-in-law or a friend. In the 
Turkish version the priest does not make his appearance till 
after the prince’s suicide. 

Benfey has already shown 5 that Goethe took that part 
of his Legende ( Werke , 1840, vol. i, p. 200) which is based 
on this tale from Iken’s translation. Briefly the story is as 
follows :— 

A Brähman’s wife goes to fetch water from the Ganges. 
There she sees a vision of a beautiful youth who follows her. 
Nevertheless she tries to fill her pitcher, but is unable to 
do so as the water continually flows away. Frightened, she 
returns home with her pitcher still empty. Her husband 
grows suspicious and, dragging her to the place of publie 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 143 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit p. 36 et seq. 

3 Iken, No. 102. 

4 Rosen, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 169- 

5 Orient und Occident, vol. i, p. 719. 



APPENDIX—TALES OF A VETÄLA 277 

execution, kills her with his sword. The son sees the sword 
dripping with blood, and on hearing the truth expresses his 
desire to follow her. The father prevents him, saying that if 
he puts the body and head together she will return to life. 
The son hastens to the spot where his mother has been killed 
and, in his hurry to achieve his object, puts her head by mis- 
take on the trunk of a female criminal, that was lying on the 
same place. The mother rises to life, but reproaches the son 
for his hasty action, at the same time pointing out it is by the 
workings of Brahmä. 

Although putting decapitated heads upon wrong bodies 
is of rare occurrence in folk-lore, 1 there are numerous ex- 
amples of a head being cut off and fastened on again. See, 
for example, Grimm, Teutonic Mythology, vol. i, p. 185; 
B. Schmidt, Griechische Märchen, p. 111; Wirt Sykes, 
British Goblins, pp. 8-10; Waldau, BÖhmische Märchen, 
p. 108; A. Coelho, Contos Populares Portuguezes, No. 26, 
“ 0 Colhereiro,” in which the third daughter fastens on with 
blood the heads of her decapitated sisters; and De Guber- 
natis, Zoological Mythology, vol. i, pp. 303 and 304. The 
most curious tale connected with the fastening on of heads 
occurs in Giles, Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (vol. i, 
pp. 97-101 of the 1880 edition, pp. 60-62 of the second edition, 
1909): 

Mr Chu has made friends with Lu, the Infernal Judge, 
who has given him a new and much better heart. Chu then 
asks for a further favour. Could Lu possibly give his wife a 
new head, for although her figure is not bad, she is very ugly. 
Lu laughs and promises to do what he can. One night he 
calls and shows the amazed Chu the head of a handsome 
young girl, freshly severed. After having cut off the wife’s 
head the judge fixes on that of the young girl in its place. 
Imagine the surprise of Mrs Chu in the morning ! It further 
transpires that the pretty daughter of an official named Wu 
had been murdered by a burglar, and it was her head that the 
judge had procured. Both Mr and Mrs Wu are informed in 
a dream [as so often occurs in Hindu fiction] of the true state 
of things, and Chu is accordingly exonerated from any charge 
of murder. 

1 See T. Zachariae, Kieine Schriften, 1920 , p. 120. 
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The King who married his Dependent to a Nereid 

(Vetäla 7 —pp. 209-216) 

The Hindi version 1 differs considerably from Somadeva. 
It forms No. 8. The man seeking service is a Räjput, but 
does not get employment though he waits a whole year. 
Nevertheless, he attaches himself to the king’s suite when 
they go hunting, and is the only one who never loses sight 
of the king. When questioned he quotes various maxims on 
the lot of man, etc., and proceeds to kill a deer and prepare a 
meal for the king. He is rewarded, and given a responsible 
position. One day he is sent “ on some business ” to the 
seashore and enters a temple of Devï. A beautiful maiden 
follows him in and speaks to him. She says : “ If you wish 
to have anything to do with me, you must bathe in this 
pool. . . .” The rest follows as in Somadeva, but there is no 
mention of any city or wealth of the damsel, and the pair 
return to the palace. 

In the Tamil version 2 (also No. 8) we also have no sub- 
aqueous city, although it resembles our text more closely than 
the Hindi. The “ individual, whose name was Kärpadigan,” 
gets employment at once. The incident of the two fruits, 
and the mission to Ceylon follow as in Somadeva. But 
there is no banner rising from the sea : instead, the hero 
is swallowed by a large fish. He manages to cut the belly 
open and swim safely to shore, where he enters a temple of 
Kälî. There he meets “ a beautiful princess, surrounded 
by a numerous train of damsels.” The rest follows as in our 
text, except that the girl turns out to be “ the daughter 
of the King of the Serpent World,” and Yikrama’s decision 
is the opposite to that in both Somadeva and the Hindi 
version. 

“ If a person be in the employ of another,” he says, “ it 
is but justice that he should do all in his power to serve him : 
that the king should resign to his servant a damsel whom he 
adored is the more meritorious act.” 

It will thus be seen that both the leading vernacular 
versions have dropped the most important point of the 
story—namely, that the hero’s adventures take place under 
the sea. 


1 Barker, op. cit., p. 1 63 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit., p. 51 et seq. 
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Probably the closest analogue to our story is that found 
in the sixth fable of the second chapter of the Hitopadeéa 1 : 

“I am Kandarpa-Ketu, son of Jîmüta-Ketu, King of 
Singhala-dwipa (Ceylon). One day as I was in the pleasure- 
garden, I heard from a voyaging merchant, that on the 
fourteenth day of the month, in the midst of the sea which 
was near, beneath what had the appearance of a Kalpa-tree, 
thera was to be seen, seated on a couch variegated with the 
lustre of strings of jewels, a certain damsel, as it were the 
goddess Lakshmi, bedecked with all kinds of ornaments, and 
playing on a lute. I therefore took the voyaging merchant, 
and, having embarked in a ship, went to the place specified. 
On reaching the spot, I saw her exactly as she had been 
described; and, allured by her exquisite beauty, I leaped 
after her into the sea. In an instant I reached a golden city; 
where, in a palace of gold, I saw her reclining on a couch, 
and waited upon by youthful sylphs. When she perceived 
me at a distance she sent a female friend, who addressed 
me courteously. On my inquiry, her friend said : ‘ That is 
Ratna-Manjarî, the daughter of Kandarpa-keli, King of the 
Vidyädharas. She has made a vow to this effect: “ Who- 
soever shall come and see the city of gold with his own eyes, 
shall marry me.” ’ Accordingly I married her by that form 
of marriage called Gandharva : after the conclusion of which 
I remained there a long while delighted with her. One day 
she said to me in private : ‘ My beloved husband, all these 
things may be freely enjoyed; but that picture of the fairy 
Swarna-rekhä must never be touched.’ Some time after- 
wards, my curiosity being excited, I touched Swarna-rekhä 
with my hand. For doing so I was spurned by her, although 
only a picture, with her foot beautiful as the lotus, and found 
myself alighted in my own country.” 

For this latter incident of instantaneous transportation 
by breaking some taboo, falling into magic water, etc., see 
Ocean, Vol. II, pp. 223, 223 n\ and cf. Losaka Jätaka 2 (where 
there are four subaqueous palaces), and Waldau, Böhmische 
Märchen, p. 410. 

1 F. Johnson, Hitopadesa, or Salutary Counsels of Vishnusarman , London, 
Hertford, 1847, p. 57. The Sanskrit Text with a Grammatical Analysis had been 
issued in 1847. 

2 Cambridge edition, vol. i, p. 110. 
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In the history of the famous Arab, Hätim Tä’i, is a story 
of his adventures at the bottom of a well. 1 He enters it to 
recover a man who has fallen in, but soon finds himself on 
a broad plain. A wonderful castle appears, in which he dis- 
covers the lost man in company with a maiden of marvellous 
beauty. After sundry adventures he arranges for the youth 
to return to his relatives. Subaqueous palaces are found 
throughout European literature. Cf. that of Morgan le Fay 
in the Orlando Innamorato , 2 3 4 5 * canto 36 ; also the continuation 
of the romance of Huon de Bourdeaux 8 ; and the romance of 
Ogier le Danois.* A similar sea-castle occurs in Prym and 
Socin, Syrische Märchen, p. 125. Our present story resembles 
in many points “ Der rothe Kund ” in Gaal’s Märchen der 
Magyaren. 

Tales in which human beings marry dwellers in the water 
are common enough in Europe. See Ralston, Russian Folk- 
Tales, p. 116 et seq. ; Coxwell, Siberia and Other Folk-Tales, 
p. 466 et seq.; Weckenstedt, Wendische Märchen, p. 192, and 
La Motte Fouqué’s TJndine. In Hagen’s Helden-Sagen, 
vol. i, p. 53, King Wilkinus marries a “ Meerweib.” Philo- 
stratus relates 8 how Menippus married a female of the 
Räkshasï type and was saved only just in time by his friend 
Apollonius : 


“ ‘H X/ l ’l rTT 'l vúixij))] fx'ia twv efLTTOVTWv éiTTiv, a? Xa/uiay tc /caî 
fxop/xoXvKias oi 7roXXoî riyôvvTai. épâxri S’aurai, /caî éKppoourlwv fxév, 
crapKwv §é fxa\io~Ta étvdpwTrelwv épâxri Kaî ir aXeúovai Tofy acppoSurlon, 
ovs av éOéXwcri SatcracrOai.” 


Thus it will be seen that stories of the “ fairy palace under 
the sea ” type are closely allied to that widely spread cycle of 
tales of which the sirens of Greek legend can be taken as the 
standard example. 

Before speaking further of the sirens themselves I would 

1 Duncan Forbes, Adventures of Hatim Tai, Oriental Translation Fund, 
1830, pp. 197-199. 

2 Originally by Boiardo, but famous owing to its recasting ( Rifacimento ) 
by Berni (1497-1535). See Dunlop, History of Fiction, p. 168 , and Liebrecht’s 
translation, p. 76. 

3 Dunlop, op. cit., p. 262 , Liebrecht, p. 128. 

4 Dunlop, op. cit., p. 286, Liebrecht, p. 141. 

5 Lif 1 e of Apollonius of Tyana, iv, 25. See Conybeare’s translation in the 

Loeb Classics, vol. i, p. 407. 
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give an extract from an interesting letter of Mr David 
Fitzgerald printed in The Academy 1 : 

“ The Sirens’ tale—like many other episodes of the Iliad 
and the Odyssey —reappears in various forms, one of the most 
curious of which is perhaps to be found in Ireland. I borrow 
it from O’Curry. Ruad, son of Rigdonn, a king’s son, cross- 
ing over to North-land with three ships and thirty men in 
each, found his vessel held fast in mid-sea. [Cf. our tale of 
Vidüshaka, Ocean, Vol. II, p. 72.] At last he leaped over the 
side to see what was holding it, and sinking down through 
the waters, alighted in a meadow where were nine beautiful 
women. These gave him nine boatloads of gold as the price 
of his embraces, and by their power held the three vessels 
immovable on the water above for nine days. Promising 
to visit them on his return, the young Irish prince got away 
from the Sirens and their beds of red bronze, and continued 
his course to Lochlann, where he stayed with his fellow-pupil, 
son to the king of that country, for seven years. Coming 
back, the vessels put about to avoid the submerged isle, and 
had nearly gained the Irish shore, when they heard behind 
them the song of lamentation of the nine sea-women, who 
were in vain pursuit of them in a boat of bronze. One of 
these murdered before Ruad’s eyes the child she had borne 
him, and flung it head foremost after him. O’Curry left a 
version of this tale from the Book of Ballymote. I have 
borrowed a detail or two given in the Tochmarc Emere 
(fol. 21b)— e.g. the important Homeric feature of the watery 
meadow (machaire). The story given by Gervaise of Tilbury 
(ed. Liebrecht, pp. 30, 31), of the porpoise-men in the Medi- 
terranean and the young sailor; the Shetland seal-legend in 
Grimm’s edition of Croker’s tales ( Irische Elfenmärchen, 
Leipzig, 1826, p. xlvii et seq.); and the story found in Vin- 
centius Bellovacensis jVincent of Beauvais] and elsewhere, of 
the mermaid giantess and her purple cloak, may be named 
as belonging or related to the same cycle. These Iegends are 
represented in living Irish traditions, and the purple cloak 
just referred to appears, much disguised, in the story of 
Liban in the Book of the Dun .” 

As mentioned above, there is a distinct relationship 
between the sea-maiden and the siren. If her nature is 

1 3rd September 1881, p. 182. It was also given by Tawney, vol. ii, 
p. 638. 
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not that of a vampire slie is a nereid (as in our present story), 
but if she has a weakness for leading travellers astray and 
then eating them, she becomes a siren. Both varieties have 
their analogies in Indian mythology. 

For the sake of comparison we should remember that 
Homer presents the sirens to us as beautiful maidens of 
normal appearance, who by their enchanting songs lead 
mariners to their death. Like the Hindu Räkshasïs they 
delight in blood and human flesh. No mention is made of 
their ornithological aspect. It is this very point, however, 
that later classical writers especially mention. Thus Apol- 
lonius Rhodius 1 (221-181 b.c.) describes them as partly 
virgins and partly birds; Apollodorus 2 (140 b.c.) says that 
from the thighs they had the forms of birds; Ovid 3 and 
Hyginus 4 (a.d. 4) give them the feet and feathers of birds 
with beautiful virgin faces; and Aelian 5 says they are re- 
presented as winged maidens with the feet of birds. Various 
suggestions to explain the phenomenon have been put for- 
ward, 6 none of which is wholly satisfactory. If we interpret 
the Homeric ^eipîjves as the treacherous calm of the ocean 
concealing hidden dangers beneath its smiling surface, we 

1 Argonautica, iv, 898 et seq. 

2 Bt/3Ato # 77 / 07 , Epitoma, vii, 19. 

3 Metamorphoses, v, 552-562. 

4 Fab., 1 25, 141. 

5 De Naturâ Animalium, xvii, 23. 

6 L. Stephani, Compte-Rendu de la Commission Impériale Archéologique 
(St Petersburg),1866, p. 9 etseq. ; ditto, 1870*1871, p. 143 et seq. ; J. F. Cerquand, 
“ Les Sirenes,” Revue Archéologique , N.S., x, 1846, pp. 282-303 ; H. Schrader, 
Die Sirenen, Berlin, 1868 ; G. Weicker, De Sirenibus qucestiones selectce, Leipzig, 
1895 ; J. P. Postgate, “ A Philological Examination of the Myth of the Sirens,” 
Joum. Phil., ix, 1880, p. 109 et seq. ; W. E. Axon, R. Morris and D. Fitzgerald, 
The Academy, Nos. 484, 486, 487, 1881 ; A. Baumeister, Denbnaler des klassichen 
Altertums, iii, 1888; J. E. Harrison, Myths of the Odyssey, 1882, p. 146 
et seq . ; ditto, Mythology and Monuments of Ancient Athens, London, 1890 , 
p. 582 et seq. ; ditto, Joum. Hellenic Soc., vol. vi, p. 19 et seq. ; ditto, Pro- 
legomena to the Study of Greek Religion, 2 nd edition, Cambridge, 1908 , 
p. 197 et seq. ; R. Unger, “Zur Sirenensage, ,, Philologus, xlvi, 1888, pp. 
770-775; W. Crooke, “ Some Notes on Homeric Folk-Lore, ,, Folk-Lore, 
vol. xix, 1908, p. 171 et seq. ; J. G. Frazer, Pausanias’s Description of Greece, 
vol. v, 2 nd edition, 1913 , p. 171 ; ditto, Apollodorus, The Library, voî. ii, 
Loeb Classics, No. 122 , 1921 , pp. 290 , 291 ; G. Weicker ff Die Seirenen,” 
Roscher’s Lexikon der Griechischen u. Römischen Mythologie, vol. iv, p. 602 et seq. ; 
P. Shorey, “ Sirens,” Hastings’ Ency. Rel. Eth., vol. ii, pp. 577-579. 
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need not be surprised if we find them connected with death 
due to normal causes. Such proves to be the case, and they 
are constantly represented on tombs and painted on lekythi, 
sometimes in their Homeric form, but more usually as half- 
birds. Writing on this subject Miss Harrison 1 says : “ As 
monuments on tombs, the Sirens seem to have filled a double 
function ; they were sweet singers, fit to be set on the grave 
of poet or orator, and they were mourners to lament for the 
beauty of youth and maiden. It is somewhat curious that 
they are never sculptured on Attic tombs in the one function 
that makes their relation to death intelligible— i.e. that of 
death-angels. The Siren of the Attic graves must surely be 
somehow connected with the bird death-angels that appear 
on the Harpy tomb, but her function as such seems to have 
been usurped for Attica by the male angels Death and Sleep.” 

Thus there appears to be a distinct affinity between the 
sirens and the keres, erinyes and harpies. 

The conception of the soul-bird is widespread, 2 but has 
nowhere become so important as in the Malay Archipelago. 
In Malaya, Java, Sumatra, Borneo and Celebes we find a host 
of curious customs in which rice is placed on the head of 
persons whose soul-bird seems, for one reason or another, 
to show signs of departing. 3 In two of the sculptures of 
Börô-Budur in Java, one of the architectural marvels of 
the world, one represents 4 5 * * two beings, half-human, half-bird. 
To the right stands a king with a retinue which is sitting 
on the ground. Leemans described the two bird-maidens as 
“un couple de Gandharvïs célestes dont l’une accompagne le 
chant de l’autre sur un instrument â cordes.” In the recently 
issued edition of Krom and Erp, 8 however, they are called 
Kinnaras. As we have already seen ( Ocean , Vol. I, p. 202), 
Kinnaras are usually represented with horses’ heads, but are 

1 Myth . and Mon., p. 584. 

2 G. Weicker, Der Seelenvogel in der alten Literatur und Kunst , Leipzig, 
1902. 

3 J. G. Frazer, Golden Bough ( Taboo and the Perils of the Souï), p. 33 et seq. ; 
ditto ( Spirits of the Com and the Wild), vol. 1 , pp. 181, 182 n 1 . 

4 C. Leemans, J. F. G. Brumond and F. C. Wiîsen, Bôrô-Boedoer op het 
Exland Java. See vol. ii of the plates, Nos. civ (178) and cv (180). 

5 N. J. Krom and T. von Erp, Beschrijving van Barabudur, Archaeologisch 

Onderzoek in Nederlandsch-Indië, 3 vols., 1920 . See Pt. I, 4th Div., Ser. 1. b., 

Plate XLV, Nos. 89 and 90 ; and cf. Plate XIII, No. 102 , Ser. O. The 

corresponding pages in the text volume are 271, 272. 
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also divine musicians. Neither of the above terms seems 
exactly to describe the siren-like beings of the sculptures, but 
their occurrence at Börö-Budur is of considerable interest. 

Turning now to ancient Buddhist siren legends, we notice 
that, as in the case of Somadeva’s story of the nereid, the 
scene of action is in Ceylon or its immediate neighbourhood. 
Doubtless the shipwrecks occur among the numerous shoals 
and islands in Palk Strait. 

In the Valähassa Jätaka 1 we read of a city in Ceylon 
called Sirîsavatthu, entirely inhabited by Räkshasïs. It was 
their custom to entice shipwrecked mariners into their city, 
where, after a period of love and dalliance, their real nature 
would assert itself. On one occasion five hundred merchants 
were wrecked, and subsequently taken to Sirïsavatthu. They 
all paired off, and in the middle of the night the chief Räk- 
shasï left her man in order to eat the flesh of a previous lover 
who now lay in magic chains in the house of torment. After 
her meal she returned, but it had had the effect of making 
her body cold. When about to embrace her, the merchant 
noticed the change and guessed the truth. In the morning 
he warned his companions, but only half the number were 
willing to try to effect an escape. The Bodhisattva sud- 
denly appeared in the form of a flying white horse and took 
the two hundred and fifty merchants to a place of safety. 
The others were devoured by the Räkshasïs. 

An interesting version of the above story is given by 
Hiuen Tsiang (a.d. 629) in his Si-yu-ki (or Hsi-yü-chi ). 8 
Here the Räkshasïs dwell in a great iron city in Ratnadvïpa 
(Ceylon). They have the habit of erecting on the towers of 
the city two flagstaffs with lucky or unlucky signals according 
to circumstances. As soon as a possible prey is sighted, they 
change themselves into beautiful women, and approaching 
their victims with flowers and scents, entice the men to enter 
their city with the sound of sweet music. The rest of the tale 
resembles the Jätaka, but only the hero finally escapes on 
the “ divine horse.” 

Whether this seventh Vetäla story is based on any of the 

1 No. 196 , Cambridge edition, vol. ii, pp. 89-91. See also H. T. Francis 
and E. J. Thomas, Jätaka Tales, pp. 166 , 167, where references are given to 
several other versions, including ones from China, Tibet and Java. 

2 S. Beal, Buddhist Records of the Western World, vol. ii, p. 240 et seq. 
Among the numerous ways of spelling the famous pilgrim’s name may be 
mentioned Hsüan Tsang, Hiouen Thsang, Yiian-Tsang and Yuan-Chwang. 
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early Buddhist legends dealing with maidens-of-the-sea is 
impossible to say. I have merely attempted to present very 
briefly the different forms of Indian siren stories, drawing 
attention to possible analogies with the well-known ^eipïjves 
of Greek mythology. 


The Three Fastidious Men 


(Vetäla 8 —pp. 217-221) 


In the Hindi version 1 the story is No. 23. Here a Brähman 
named Gobind has four sons, the eldest of whom dies. In 
despair Gobind determines to perform acts of charity and 
devotion. Accordingly he asks his sons to fetch him a tor- 
toise for his first sacrifice. They tip a fisherman to get one, 
but find they cannot bring themselves to touch it. A quarrel 
ensues, and the brothers are taken before the king for him 
to decide which is the most dainty and fastidious. The rest 
follows as in our tale. 

In the Tamil version 2 the story is No. 3. It is much 
curtailed and begins very abruptly. There are just two points 
worth mentioning. The king, not being a Brähman, orders 
the food test to be held in a Brähman’s house, and a report 
to be made to him later. The second man sleeps on a bed 
stuffed with flowers deprived of their stalks. He is sore all 
over his body in the morning, and a hair is found amongst 
the flowers. Babington’s modesty forced him to omit any 
mention of the gentleman who specialised in women ! 

The story contains two distinct motifs, which will have 
to be considered separately. 

The first concerns the gift of being able to discover the 
fundamental origin of a thing merely by eating, smelling, 
drinking it, etc. This merges into another form of the motif, 
in which the process of “ deduction ” plays the principal part. 
It is not easy to find a term to cover both varieties, but I shall 
deal with them under the common title of “ Quintessence ” 
motif. 3 

The second is concerned with the hypersensitiveness of 
people, often occasioned by luxurious living. This I shall 
call the “ Sybarite ” motif. 



1 Barker, op. cit., p. 344 et. seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit. 9 pp. 33, 34. 

3 Ocean, Vol. IV, p. 87W 1 . 
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It will be seen at once that in the tale under discussion 
the first two brothers qualify for the “ Quintessence ” and the 
last one for the “ Sybarite ” motij. 

In Vetäla 11 (see Appendix to Volume VII) we shall 
meet three very sensitive ladies who also come under the 
“ Sybarite ” motif. 

The “ Quintessence ” Motif 

In our present text we read that the first brother cannot 
eat the food offered him by the king as he perceives in it an 
evil smell of the reek from corpses. It transpires that the 
food had been made from rice grown near a burning-gMf. 
The second brother notices the smell of a goat coming from the 
beautiful lady of the court. It is proved later that in child- 
hood she had been separated from her mother and nurse, and 
had been brought up on goat’s milk. 

Both the above incidents have found their way into 
similar stories all over the East, and have gradually migrated 
westwards. After being included by the great Arabian his- 
torians, Mas‘ödï and Tabarï, the story appeared in the Nights , 
in two different versions. In “ The Tale of the King who 
Kenned the Quintessence of Things ” 1 (Burton, Supp., vol. i, 
pp. 215-217) the old king judges between two pearls, and 
says that one must contain a teredo, or boring-worm. He 
then shows himself a wonderful judge of horses, and finally 
accuses the king of being the son of a baker. Evervthing 
proves to be correct. All the above are examples of the 
“ deduction ” variety of the motif under consideration. In 
“The Story of the Sultan of Al-Yaman and his Three Sons ” 
(Nights, Burton, Supp., vol. iv, p. 1 et seq.) we first of all 
have the well-known lost-camel incident, in which the three 
men deduct the exact appearance of the animal, what it 
was carrying, etc. Arrived at the king’s court, one of them 
notices that a cake has been baked by a woman who was 
unwell, the second that the taste of a bit of kid proves that 
it has been suckled by a bitch, and the third that the sultan 
must be a bastard. All turn out to be correct. These two 
examples from the Nights may be taken as typical of that 
great mass of stories on the same subject found so widely 
spread in both East and West. 

The largest list of analogues is probably that given by 

1 For analogues see ditto, Supp., vol. ii, p. 320 et seq. 
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Chauvin 1 to the tale of the Sultan of Yemen. After dealing 
with the Persian and Arabian versions, he gives references 
to Indian, Jewish, Greek, French, Danish, Russian and other 
versions. In dealing with the Chevalier de Mailli’s version 
of the three princes of Serendip, Fischer and Bolte 2 give 
many useful references. In this tale, after the lost-camel 
incident, the three princes are sitting at the table of the 
Emperor Behram, eating a leg of mutton and drinking 
some excellent wine. The eldest maintains that the wine was 
made of grapes that grew in a cemetery, the second that the 
lamb was brought up on dog’s milk, and the third says that 
the emperor had put the wazir’s son to death, and that the 
wazir now planned vengeance. AU the statements turn out 
to be well grounded. 

With regard to the lost-camel incident, apart from ana- 
logues to be found in the references already given, Clouston 3 
gives a version from the Tamil Alakësa Kathä, and Gaster 
records an interesting Jewish version. 4 It is as follows : 

Two Jews were carried away captive from Mount Carmel. 
The captor following them overheard one saying to the other: 
“ A she-camel has passed before us, she is blind of one eye 
and on one side she carries wine and on the other vinegar, 
and two men lead her, the one a heathen and the other 
a Jew.” The captor said: “ O ye sons of 'a stiff-necked 
people, whence do ye know that ? ” They replied : “ We 
recognise a she-camel by the footprints, the blindness because 
she feeds only off grass on one side of the road, the wine 
dropping down has soaked into the earth, the vinegar makes 
bubbles, and the heathen is not so careful in his manners as 
the Jew.” The captor ran after them and found the words 
true. Walking farther they said : “ We smell the pots boil- 
ing four hundred miles off in Judaea.” He replied: “ You 
are too clever for me, your god cannot stand you and how 
can I ? ” He brought them home and his mother killed a she- 
lamb and placed it before them and gave them wine to drink. 

1 Op. cit., vii, 158-16l. 

2 Die Reise der Söhne Giaffers aus dem Italienischen des Christoforo Armeno 
ühersetzt durch Johann Wetzel, 1588, Bihliothek des Litteranschen Vereins in 
Stuttgart, ccvii, Tübingen, 1895. For the English translations see Travels and 
Adventures of Three Princes of Sarendip, London, 1722. 

3 Eastem Romances, p. 194 et seq., with several variants on pp. 511-513. 

4 Exempla of the Rabbis, 1924, pp. 63-64. 
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One said to the other : “ This flesh smells of the dog and the 
wine of the corpse.” The man asked his mother, who explained 
that the lamb had been suckled by a bitch and the vine had 
grown on the grave of his father. After they had eaten, the 
man began to dance and they said : “ That is an illegitimate 
child.” He frightened his mother and she owned that she 
had once made a mistake with a dancer, and then he came 
back and said unto them : “ Blessed is the Lord Who has 
selected the seed of Abraham and has given them of his 
wisdom. Wherever you go you will be the masters of your 
master.” And he gave them gifts and set them free, and 
they returned to their own country. 

Reference should be made to pages 195 and 196, where 
twelve other Jewish references are added, as well as a long 
list from other parts of the world. Dr Gaster also gives a 
“ quintessence ” story on page 138, with numerous analogues 
on page 251. 

Nearly all the above-mentioned lists include the decisions 
of Hamlet in Saxo Grammaticus. 1 Here the bread tastes of 
blood (the corn had been grown on a battle-field), the drink 
tastes of iron (the malt was mixed with water taken from a 
well in which some rusty swords had lain), the bacon tastes 
of corpses (the pig had eaten a corpse), and, finally, the king 
is a servant and his wife a serving-maid. 

The “ Sybarite ” Motif 

We now come to the man who was fastidious about 
beds, and who had so tender a skin that a hair marked his 
body through seven mattresses. Readers will at once think 
of Andersen’s well-known story “The Princess on the Pea.” 

So far from passing over it with a mere reference, I shall 
not only give a new translation of the tale from the first 
edition, but will make its occurrence here an excuse for 
saying a few words about Andersen himself, and drawing 
attention to the complete absence of any scientific research 
on his stories in the English language, or even of a reliable 
translation of his work. The following is a literal rendering 
of the story in question. 2 

1 O. Elton, First Nine Books of the Danish History of Saxo Grammaticus, 
Folk-Lore Society, 1874, Book XIII, p. 113 et seq. 

2 It has been carefully corrected by Mr J. H. Helweg, who is a great 
authority on Andersen. 
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There was onee a prince; he wanted to marry a princess, 
but it must be a real princess. So he travelled round the 
whole world to find one, but everywhere there was something 
wrong. There were plenty of princesses, but whether they 
were real princesses he could not find out: there was always 
something that was not quite right. Then he came home 
again and was so sad, because he did so wish to have a real 
princess. 

One evening a terrific storm came on; it lightened and 
thundered; the rain poured down; it was quite dreadful! 
Then there was a knock at the town gate, and the old king 
went out to open it. 

It was a princess who was standing outside. But, lord, 
how she looked, from the rain and the bad weather ! The 
water ran down from her hair and clothes, and it ran in at 
the points of her shoes and out by the heels; and yet she said 
that she was a real princess. 

“ Yes, that we shall soon find out! ” thought the old queen, 
but she did not say anything, went into the bedroom, took 
off all the bedclothes, and put a pea on the bottom of the 
bed; then she took twenty mattresses and laid them on top 
of the pea, and then another twenty eiderdowns on top of the 
mattresses. 

There the princess was to lie during the night. 

In the morning they asked her how she had slept. 

“ Oh, dreadfully badly ! ” said the princess. “ I have 
scarcely closed my eyes all night long. God knows what 
there was in the bed ! I have been lying on something 
hard, so I am quite black and blue all over my body! It is 
quite dreadful! ” 

Now they could see that she was a real princess, as she 
had felt the pea through the twenty mattresses and the 
twenty eiderdowns. Nobody but a real princess could be so 
tender-skinned. 

The prince then made her his wife, because now he 
knew that he had a real princess, and the pea was put in 
the museum, where it is still to be seen, unless somebody 
has taken it. 

Now, this is a real story ! 

“ Prindsessen paa serten ” was one of the first four tales 
published by Andersen. The other three were to become 
equally famous : “ The Tinderbox,” “ Little Claus and Big 
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Claus,” and “ Little Ida’s Flowers.” These appeared in 
1835 under the title of Eventyr fortalte for Bprn, or Stories for 
Children. The book contained sixty-one pages, and was only 
a small edition,the price being four skilling, or about fourpence- 
halfpenny. The simple style and naïvetê of the stories was 
specially chosen to resemble oral diction rather than the 
written story. 1 At first critics were very hard on Andersen 
—none more so, perhaps, than Johan Ludvig Heiberg, the 
greatest critic in Northern Europe of that day. It is, there- 
fore, interesting to recall that it was he who, after reading 
the “ Princess on the Pea,” declared that at last Andersen 
had struck into the road that led to immortality. 

In later years Andersen explained that he had heard 
some of the earlier tales (amongst others, the “Princess”) as 
a child in the spinning-room of the workhouse of his native 
Odense, or during hop-picking in the neighbourhood of Odense, 
where his mother had once taken him. This statement, 
however, although made by Andersen himself, has received 
little credence by Danish authorities. Thus G. Christensen 2 
points out that even if the story of the pea did exist in a 
Danish version, it certainly was not known among the class 
of people Andersen refers to. Much more likely it was told 
him by his father, who read him so many stories from both 
Eastern and European collections. It was not until the end 
of his life that Andersen turned his attention seriously to 
Oriental tales. He was especially interested in Pilpay, and 
his deathbed was strewn with translations and commentaries 
of his earlier fellow-craftsman. 

“ Prindsessen paa serten ” has been traced to a Swedish 
story, the first part of which it closely resembles. It comes 
from Vestergotland, and is entitled “ Prinsessan som lâg pâ 
sju ärter.” 3 The tale begins exactly as in Andersen, but 
the queen subjects the princess to several tests, one of which 
is the bed episode. She makes the bed with seven mattresses 
and puts a pea between each of them. The princess sleeps 
in perfect comfort, but her companion, a wise dog, advises 
her to complain of great discomfort. This she accordingly 
does, and all is well. Here, then, we are bordering on the 

1 For the personal eleraent hidden in the story see H. Brix, 11. C. Andersen 
og hans Eventyr, pp. 228-230. 

2 “ H. C. Andersen og de Danske Folkeeventyr,” Danske Studier, 
■Copenhagen, 1906, p. 169 et seq. 

3 See J. Sunblad, Gammaldags Seder och bruk, 1888, pp. 191-195. 
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great “ helpful animals ” motif, with which we are already 
acquainted. 

Now the “ bed test ” incident is well known in Sweden, 
and occurs in other earlier collections, but always in eonjunc- 
tion with some animal, usually a cat, and so we come to our 
old friend “ puss-in-boots.” 1 Perhaps the best known of 
these stories in Sweden is Grundtvig, No. 43, “ Katteprinsen.” 
This “ Herreper ” story, as it is called, appears in numerous 
forms. Thus Hyltén-Cavallius 2 quotes a large number, 
over half of which contain the “ bed test.” The usual in- 
cidents are as follows. A crofter’s (or farmer’s) daughter 
leaves her home with a cat and dog, and duly arrives at the 
king’s court. In order to discover if she is really of royal 
descent, as she declares, she has to submit to three tests, 
which vary in the different versions. They are, however, 
all connected with objects placed in the bed. In one version 
the articles on successive nights are beans, peas and straw. In 
a version from Uppland they are an apple, a nut and a pea. 
In one from Vestergotland there are gravel, peas and grain. 
In another Uppland variant they have become peas, grain 
and pin-heads. In a South-West Finland version there are 
peas, knitting-needles and a lump of peat. 

The “ Princess on the Pea ” also found its way to Germany, 
and was included by the brothers Grimm in their edition of 
1843 (No. 182), under the title “ Die Erbsenprobe.” 3 All the 
charm of Andersen’s story has disappeared, such a delicate 
theme fitting uneasily into a German märchen, and at once 
betraying its foreign origin. In fact, Grimm left it out in all 
subsequent editions, realising it was merely Andersen’s tale 
retold. 

There is, however, another German story 4 called “ Erbsen- 
finder,” in which a poor boy, in reality owning but a single 
pea, makes himself out to the king to be possessed of great 
wealth. In order to test the truth of his story he is made to 
sleep on a bed of straw. During the night the boy loses his 

1 For a detailed study of “Le Chat Botté/’ see P. Saintyves, Les Contes 
de Perrault , Paris, 1923, pp. 461-4-98 ; G. Polivka, Le Chat Botté : Étude comparée, 
Sophia, 1900 [in Bulgarian]; Bolte and Polivka, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 325-334. 

2 G. O. Hyltén-Cavallius and G. Stephens, Svenska folksagor och äventyr, 
2 vols., Stockholm, 1844-1849. See also B. Thorpe, Yuletide Stories, p. 64. 

3 See Bolte and Polivka, op. cit. } vol. iii, pp. 330-332. 

4 J. Haltrich, Deutsche Volksmärchen aus dem Sachsenlande in Siebenbürgen, 
4th edition, Vienna, 1915, No. 33. 
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pea among the straw and the noise he makes in searching 
for it is mistaken by the listening servants as a proof of his 
claim to wealth, as no rich person could possibly lie peaeefully 
on such an uncomfortable bed. The story is also found in 
several other European collections. 1 

And here arises an interesting question. Certainly the 
story is as un-Germanie as any story could be, but so also is 
it un-European. Why did it appeal to the Swedes so much, 
and by what route did it reach them ? As Christensen has 
already stated, the route would in all probability be the one 
by which so many Oriental tales have travelled to Scandinavia 
—namely, via Greece, Tyrol, Hungary and Saxony. The 
nature of the tale is not such as would appeal to the hardier 
races of a colder clime, especially the Teutons. But the 
Swedes possess a highly developed sense of humour and 
imagination, and such a tale would be much more likely to 
find immediate acceptance. We should remember that it 
was the Swedes who adopted Oriental massage more than any 
other European nation. There may be a connection. 

It was by pure chance that the tale became so well known 
in Denmark. This was entirely due to Andersen, who picked 
out the “ pea ” incident from Swedish tales he had heard 
in his childhood. I do not suppose for a moment he had the 
least idea it was an Oriental story dating back to perhaps 
the beginning of the Christian era. 

As already stated, I shall deal further with the “ Sybarite ” 
motif in Yol. VII. Here I have confined my remarks to the 
“ bed ” incident. 

Before leaving Andersen I would like to draw attention 
to the lack of any scholarly work in the English language 
either on the man himself or on his stories. There is not 
even a complete and accurate translation. The best English 
one which has appeared so far is undoubtedly that by H. L. 
Braekstad, with an introduction by Edmund Gosse, and ex- 
cellent Danish illustrations by Hans Tegner (2 vols., London, 
1900-1901). The most complete English translation is that 
by W. A. and J. K. Craigie, issued in 1914 by the Oxford 
University Press. As the translators are good Danish 

1 J. Kriza, Vadrôzsâk, Kolozsvârtt,, 1865, No. 73; W. H. Jones and 
L. Kropf. Folk-Tales oj the Magyars , London, 1889^ pp. 76 and 354; M. 
Kremnitz, Rum'dnischc Marchen , Leipzig, 1883, p. 196; J. G. von Hahn, 
GriechiscJie und alhanesische Märchen , Leipzig, 1864, No. 17; J. Pio, Contes 
populairesgre.es , Copenhagen, 1879, p. 193 . 
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scholars, it was disappointing to find that most of the old 
mistakes had been faithfully copied, and in many cases the 
bad work of Mrs Paull, Miss Peachey, etc., had been repro- 
duced nearly verbatim. England is far from being alone 
in its neglect of one of the world’s greatest story-tellers; in 
fact, it is only quite recently that the Danes themselves have 
begun scientific research on the tales. See H. Schwanenfiügel, 
Hans Christian Andersen. Et Digterliv, Copenhagen, 1905, 
and Hans Brix, II. C. Andersen og hans Éventyr, Copenhagen, 
1907. Some of Brix’s theories were opposed ex officio by 
Valdemar Vedel, whose criticisms were published as an article 
in the Tilskueren, 1907, pp. 494-502, under the title, “ Den 
Andersenske Eventyrdigtning: H. Brix: H. C. Andersen 
og hans Eventyr,” and should be read in connection with 
Hans Brix’s book. At the Hans Andersen Exhibition in 
Berlin, 1925, Professor Vedel read a very interesting paper 
on “H. C. Andersen’s Eventyr i europaeisk Belysning” (pub- 
lished in Tïlskueren, 1926, p. 43 et seq.). Other useful refer- 
ences are P. V. Rubow’s “ Idé og Form i H. C. Andersen’s 
Eventyr,” Den Nye Litteratur, 1925, pp. 185, 214, 237 and 270; 
K. Larsen’s II. C. Andersen i Tekst og Billeder, Copenhagen, 
1925, and V. A. Schmitz’s II. C. Andersen’s Märchendichtung. 
Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte d. dän. Spätromantik, Nordische 
Studien, vii, Greifswald, 1925. 

We now turn to another story of a “ bed ” sybarite, which 
appears to be based on historic facts. It is recorded both by 
Tabarï 1 and Mas‘üdï. 3 I take the following account from 
the former historian, who gives us considerably more details 
than Mas‘üdî. 

Shapur I, King of Persia (a.d. 240-271), had been besieging 
the fortress of el-Hadr (Hatra) for four years. All his efforts 
proved futile. One day Nadhira, the beautiful daughter of 
Daïzen, the besieged king, caught sight of Shapur and fell 
violently in love with him. On his promising to marry her, 
she told him the only, and most curious, way in which the 
fortress could be taken. Accordingly, el-Hadr was razed to 
the ground, and Shapur kept his promise. 3 One night they 

1 M. H. Zotenberg, Chronique de . . . Tahari, traduite sur la version 
Persane d’Abou- c Ali ]\Io e hammed Bel e Ami. . . . Paris, 1869, vol. ii, pp* 83, 84. 

2 C. Barbier de Meynard, Magoudi: Les Prairies D Or, Société Asiatique, 
Paris, 1865, vol. iv, pp. 84, 85. 

3 But see Sykes, History of Persia, 2nd edition, 1921, vol. i, p. 400. 
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slept on a bed composed of ten Chinese silk mattresses, 
but Nadhira complained it was so hard that she was in 
constant pain all night. In the morning Shapur examined 
her, and discovered that both she and the bed were soaked 
in blood. A rose-leaf had pressed against her side and had 
rubbed her skin till the bones showed ! On being questioned 
as to her upbringing, Nadhira said she had been nourished 
on cakes made of marrow-fat, butter, honey and flour. She 
had never eaten bread and had drunk only wine all her life. 
At this Shapur grew angry. “ As you have betrayed your 
father, Avho brought you up in this way, and have shown 
him no gratitude, nobody can rely on you.” So he had her 
tied by the hair to a horse and cut to pieces on the stones. 

• 

Princess Nadhira and the rose-leaf finds her equal in 
Smindyrides, the Sybarite. Herodotus and several other 
classical writers 1 tell how this man even outdid the Sybarites 
themselves in luxury. Once he chose to sleep on a bed of 
roses, but he passed a miserable night on such a hard couch! 
In the morning his body was covered with blisters. 

In conclusion I would mention the test of the tutors in 
the introduction to the Seven Sages of Rome. In order to 
see how their pupil had progressed in general science, they 
secretly placed four ivy leaves 2 under each post of his bed. 
On awaking in the morning, he surveyed the room with 
astonishment 3 : 

I 

“ Par fay ! 5? he said, “ a ferli 4 cas ! 

Other ich am of wine drunk, 

Other the firmament is sunk, 

Other wexen is the ground 5 
The thickness of four leaves round ! 

So much, to-night 3 higher I lay, 

Certes, than yesterday. 55 

1 Herodotus, vi, 127; Aelian, ix, 24; Athenaeus, vi, 105, and xii, 58; 
Seneca, De Ira } ii, 25, 2. 

2 The Cotton MS. reads “ iubarb/’ the houseleek. See Killis Campbell, 
Seven Sages of Rome , pp. 8, 9 and 153. 

3 G. Ellis, Specimens o f Early Englisli Metrical Romances } London, 1848, 
pp. 412, 413. 

4 Wonderful. 

5 Or grown is the earth. 
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THE TWENTY-FIVE TALES OF A VETÄLA 

(Continued) 

Anangarati and her Four Suitors 
(Vetäla 9—pp. 1-4) 

This story is practically a verbatim repetition of the first part 
of No. 38 (Vol. IV, p. 144 et seq.), which bears exactly the same 
title. It also has several points of resemblance to Vetäla 2 
(Vol. VI, pp. 179-181 and 261-266). Sufficient references have 
already been given at the above pages. 

In the Hindi version 1 the tale is No. 7. The differences 
are trifiing. We first get a more detailed inventory of the 
lady’s charms: “ Her face was like the moon, her hair like 
clouds, her eyes like those of a deer, her eyebrows like a bent 
bow, her nose like a parrot’s, her neck like that of a pigeon, 
her teeth like pomegranate-grains, the red colour of her lips 
like that of a gourd, her waist like the leopard’s, her hands 
and feet like soft lotuses, her complexion like the Champä : 
in short, the splendour of her youth increased daily.” She 
stipulates that her husband must be possessed of good looks, 
good qualities and good sense. The first suitor can make a 
certain cloth for which he can obtain five rubies. He dis- 
poses of them the same way as the Südra does in our version. 
The second understands the language of animals. The third 
knows all the Sästras, while the fourth is a wonderful archer. 
They all draw attention to their good looks. No mention is 
made of what castes they belong to, but in his reply to the 
Vetäla the king shows to what castes each must belong, and 
that the princess should naturally marry the one of her own 
caste. 

The story does not appear in the Tamil version, another 
one entirely different being substituted. See B. G. Babington, 
Veddla Cadai, pp. 55-57. 

Madanasenä and her Rash Promise 
(Vetäla 10—pp. 5-9) 

This is the ninth story in the Hindi version. 2 It is more 
condensed than in Somadeva. The thief is no gallant, as in our 

1 W. B. Barker, Baitäl Pachïsï, pp. 157-173. 2 Ibid., pp. 174-184. 

199 
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text, and thinks only of securing the jewels which Madana- 
senä is wearing. The would-be lover, by name Som(a)datt(a), 
is amazed at the girl keeping her word. “ This affair,” he 
says, “ is like jewels without a suitable dress, or food without 
ghï, or singing without melody; they are all alike unnatural. 
In the same way dirty clothes will mar beauty; bad food 
will undermine strength ; a bad wife will worry one to death ; 
a disreputable son will ruin his family; an enraged demon will 
kill. A woman, whether she love or hate, will be a source 
of pain. There are few things a woman will not do, for she 
never brings to her tongue what is in her heart, never speaks 
out what is on her tongue, never tells what she is doing: the 
deity has created woman in this world a strange creature.” 

On returning home her husband has ceased to feel any 
affection for her, and says : “ The beauty of a cuckoo is its 
note, of a woman is chastity ; an ugly man’s beauty is know- 
ledge, and a devotee’s beauty is forgiveness.” The reply to 
the Vetäla’s question is the same in both versions. 

Once again Babington’s 1 modesty intervenes, and he 
entirely omits the tale in the Tamil version as “ being unfit 
for publication ” ! 

As a matter of fact the tale is highly moral, and is a lesson 
in magnanimity. As such it has migrated towards the West 
and has found a place in every important literature in the 
world. In fact, it is one of the most interesting stories with 
which we have to deal, and a volume could easily be written 
on its ramifications and the different uses of its chief motifs. 
In these present notes I shall give ample reference for the 
preparation of such a volume, but will be able to deal briefly 
with only some of the most important variants. 

Although in Somadeva the story appears complete in 
itself, in most of its other forms it is nearly always a sub- 
story, being quoted by some clever person in order to find a 
thief by noting what different answers are given to the ques- 
tion put at the end of the tale. Thus in this case the original 
form of the story has been preserved, although, of course, it 
is no longer the Vetäla who asks the question. 

Let us examine some Indian parallels first. In Hema- 
vijaya’s Kathäratnâkara 2 we read of Cillanä, the wife of 
King Srenika, who has a wonderful garden. It contains a 

1 Babington, op. cit., p. 57. 

2 J. Hertel, Kathäratnâkara. Das Märchenmeer. F.ine Sammlung indiscJier 
Erzählungen von Hemavijaya, vol. i, J920, p. 233 et seq. 
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fine mango-tree, from which a thief has been stealing fruit 
to satisfy the pregnant cravings (see Vol. I, pp. 221-228) of 
his wife. This he successfully accomplishes by magically 
making the tree bend towards him. The matter is reported 
to the king, who seeks advice from his minister Abhaya. 
This astute man manages to attend a meeting of all the 
worst characters of the city. They have a concert and get 
very merry. Abhaya volunteers to tell them a story, which 
he proceeds to do : 

“ An old spinster, longing for a husband, steals flowers 
from a garden, wherewith to worship the God of Love. She 
is caught in the act by the gardener, who bids her do his will 
for ransom. She agrees to come to him after her wedding. 
After she has succeeded in obtaining a husband she starts, 
arrayed in her best, to fulfil her contract, but is successively 
held up by robbers, who crave her jewels, and by a hungry 
Räkshasa, both of whom she tells of her engagement with 
the gardener. She promises to return after she has been 
with the gardener. When she comes to each in turn, they 
are so much struck with her honesty that they allow her to 
return unharmed to her husband.” 

At the completion of the story Abhaya turns to the 
company and asks which character had displayed the most 
magnanimity. Various answers are given, but the mango- 
thief, who is also present, at once votes for the robbers. Hence 
Abhaya spots the thief. 

The story is quoted by Bloomfield 1 in “ The Art of Steal- 
ing in Hindu Fiction,” to which excellent article I must now 
refer more fully. As already stated above, the chief theme 
of the story is magnanimity. To such an extent is this gospel 
preached that it is made to affect not only people in the 
ordinary walks of life, but thieves also. So the “ Noble 
Thief ” becomes one of those lesser motifs, which, however, 
merits individual consideration. Professor Bloomfield has 
treated the subject with his accustomed scholarly elucida- 
tion. The following extracts, therefore, are to be found in 
his article mentioned above, pp. 218-220. 

The Robin Hood of Indian fiction is Apahäravarman, who, 
in the second story of the Dasa-kumära-charita, not only 
plunders the rich to give to the poor, but also aids a loving 
couple, by first bringing them together, and then steering them 
into the haven of happiness. 

1 Amer. Journ . Phil vol. xliv, 1923, pp. 200-201. 
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Then in the Satapatta Jätaka, No. 279, we read of a 
generous robber who lets off a poor man who has collected 
a debt of a thousand pieces. 

In the Daridravarnana, “ desciiption of poverty,” in the 
Särngadhara Paddhati, stanza 9, a poor man says to his wife: 
“ Hand me the rag, or take the boy into your own lap.” 
The wife responds : “ There is nothing here on the floor, 
husband, but behind you there is a heap of straw.” A thief, 
come to steal, hears them, throws a strip of cloth, which he has 
got elsewhere, over the boy, and goes off in tears. 

In Vïracharita, adhyäya 26 ( Indische Studien, xiv, 138), five 
robbers come from Ayodhyâ to Mount Satasringa. There lives 
an ascetic, Sutapas, who, during a famine, has gone from home, 
leaving his family behind. The robbers, out of pity, support 
the family, and thus save its life. After twelve years Sutapas 
returns, rejoices to find, contrary to expectation, that his 
family is alive, and rewards the robbers with magic gifts. 

In Pärsvanätha Charitra, ii, 619 et seq., a young thief, 
Mahäbala, son of a good family, to be sure, decides to steal in 
the house of a merchant, Datta. As he peeks into the house 
through a lattice window he hears Datta quarrelling bitterly 
with his son over some trifling disagreement of accounts. 
Out of decency he reflects that a man who will abandon sleep 
in the middle of the night and quarrel with his diligent and 
proper son over such a trifle, will die of a broken heart if he 
were to steal his property. So he goes to the house of a 
courtesan, Kämasenä. He sees her lavish her professional 
ministrations upon a leprous slave as though he were a god. 
He decides that he cannot steal from anyone as greedy for 
money as all that. Then he goes to the house of a Brähman, 
and sees him sleeping with his wife on a couch. A dog urin- 
ates into the Brähman’s outstretched hand, who says “ Thank 
you ” as he rises with a start. The thief reflects that such is 
the Brähman’s greed for alms that it persists even while he is 
asleep. He, therefore, must not steal there. He then decides 
to eschew mean folk, and breaks into the king’s palace. 

In Prabandhacintämani (Tawney, p. 17), Vanaräja, des- 
tined by his horoscope for kingship, is temporarily a thief. 
Once he digs a tunnel into a merchant’s house, and is stealing 
his wealth, when his hand slips into a bowl of curds. He 
says to himself, “ I have eaten in this house,” and so he 
leaves all the merchant’s possessions there and goes out. 

Apart from the “ Noble Thief ” motif our tale contains 



203 


APPENDIX—TALES OF A VETÄLA 

another one which is found throughout folklore stories of all 
lands—namely, the “ Promise to Return ” motif. How often 
have we read of people caught by ogres, giants, ghouls, etc., 
who have been released on the understanding that in a certain 
time and at a certain place they will return ! Examples 
have already occurred in the Ocean (see, e.g., Vol. III, p. 33), 
and abound in the Nights and all European collections. 
Here it is only necessary to note the occurrence in passing. 
The motif has been fully treated by Bloomfield 1 2 as far as 
Hindu fiction is concerned. 

Now, to return to the story of the damsel’s rash promise, 
we find that it soon spread to neighbouring countries—Burma,- 
Persia, 3 Palestine, 4 Arabia, 5 and so on to Turkey 6 and across 
to Europe. Here it was given new impetus by being included 
by Boccaccio first in his Filocolo 7 8 and later in the Decameron? 
It was included in numerous French versions, and used by 
Chaucer for the Franklin’s Tale. 

I have, of course, mentioned only the chief milestones 
on the road of its progress, but they are quite sufficient to 
show its wide circulation both in the Orient and Occident. 

The story has been studied chiefly by students of Chaucer 
and Boccaccio. Of Chaucer articles I would mention the 
one by Clouston, Originals and Analogues of some of Chaucef s 
Canterbury Tales, part iv, No. 16, The Chaucer Society, 
2nd series, 20, London, 1886, pp. 291-340. Here wiil be 
found translations of most of the above-named versions, all 
given as variants of the Franklin’s Tale. See also W. H. 
Schofield, “ Chaucer’s Franklin’s Tale,” Modern Language 
Ass. Amer., vol. xvi (N.S.), vol. ix, pp. 405-449. 

1 Life and Stories of the Jaina Savior Pärgvanätha, Baltimore, 1919« p* 183 
et seq. See also his “ Art of Stealing . . op. cit ., p. 218w 28 . 

2 See J. Bandow, Precedents of Princess Thoodamma Tsari, 1881, p. 18 et seq . 

3 Tüü-nämah, India Office MS. See Clouston, Originals and Analogues, 
Chaucer Soc., 2nd series, 20, p. 310 et seq. ; J. Malcolm, Sketches of Persia, 1828, 
chap. xx, vol. ii, pp. 164-171 ; J. Scott, Bahar-Danush, vol. ii, p. 295. 

4 M. I. Levi, Mélusine, vol. ii, 1885, cols. 542-546 ; Gaster, Exempla of tlie 
Rabbis, pp. 79* 206 . 

5 Nights, from the Tunis MS. of Habicht. See Chauvin, op. cit., viii, 
pp. 123, 124. 

6 Rosen, Tuti-nameh, vol. i, pp. 243-258; cf. vol. ii, p. 168 et seq. and 
p. 174; J. Hammer, Rosenbl, vol. ii, p. 277; Gibb, Forty Veziers, p. 105. 

7 Book IV, question 4, vol. ii, p. 48 of the Moutier edition, 1829- 

8 Day 10, novel 5, “ Madonna Dianora and Messer Ansaldo.” 
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The author supports the view that Chaucer based his 
story on an old Breton lay. as indeed he says himself in The 
Prologe of the Frankeleyns Tale : 

“ Thise olde gentil Britons in hir dayes 
Of divers aventures maden layes, 

Rymeyed in hir firste Briton tonge ; 

Which layes with hir instruments they songe, 

Or elles redden hem for hir plesaunce ; 

And oon of hem have I in remembrance. ...” 

A large number of useful references will be found in A. C. 
Lee’s The Decameron, its Sources and Analogues, pp. 322-328. 

The Russian variant of Radloff, Proben der Volkslitteratur 
der Türkischen Stämme Siid-Sibiriens, vol. iii, p. 389, besides 
being in Clouston, op. cit. sup., p. 320 et seq., is included by 
Coxwell, Siberian and Other Folk Tales, p. 351 et seq. 

King Dharmadhvaja and his Three Very Sensitive Wives 

(Vetâla 11—pp. 10-12) 

In the Hindi version 1 this story forms No. 10, and No. 11 
in the Tamil. 2 The Hindi merely mentions the three sensitive 
wives in the last few lines of the story. The rest is taken 
up with a lengthy exposition of the Jain religion. It is well 
worth giving in full: 

In the country of Gaur there was a city, Bardhamän by 
name, of which Gunsekhar was king. His minister was a 
Jain, named Abhaichand, and he had converted the king to 
the Jain religion by his arguments. He, in consequence, 
prohibited the worship of Siva and of Vishnu, and gifts of 
cows, and of land, and of pinds 3 ; put an end to gambling 
and wine-drinking; and would not allow anyone to convey 
bones to the Ganges. And the minister who was charged to 
see to all those things proclaimed throughout the city, by 
sound of drum, that if anyone should commit those acts which 
were forbidden, his property should be confiscated, and he 
would receive punishment and be sent out of the country. 

One day the minister said to the king : “ Great King, 
be pleased to hear the decisions (or judgments) of religion. 
Whoever takes the life of another, loses his own life in the 

1 Barker, op. cit., pp. 1 84—19 1 . 

2 Babington, op. cit., pp. 58-59. 

3 Sanskrit, pinda. See Vol. I, p. o6n l . 
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next world : the life and death of one who has been born 
into this world are not exempt from the penalty of sin; again 
and again he is bom and dies. Hence it is right for every- 
one who receives birth into this world to practise religion. 
Behold ! Brahmä, Vishnu and Mahädev, overpowered by 
love, anger, avarice and fascination, have descended to 
earth in various forms ; but more excellent than all these, 
a cow, free from enmity, anger, intoxication, rage, avarice 
and inordinate affection, is supporting the people and those 
who are her sons; and solacing the creatures of the earth 
in many ways is cherishing them. Hence gods and Munis 
reverence the cow, and for this reason it is not right to regard 
the gods. In this world reverence the cow. And it is 
righteous to protect beasts and birds, from the elephant to 
the ant. In this world there is no righteousness greater 
than this. Those men who increase their own flesh by eat- 
ing the flesh of other creatures, in the final period will surely 
fall into hell. Hence it is right that a man should protect 
animals. Those who do not sympathise with the griefs of 
other creatures, but kill and eat them, their lives will be 
short in this world; and in the next life they will be born 
maimed, lame, one-eyed, blind, dwarfed, humpbacked or 
deficient in bodily proportions. All such as eat the bodies 
of beasts and birds will hereafter destroy their own bodies. 
And from drinking wine and eating flesh great sin arises, 
and hence both are wrong.” 

In this manner the minister, having explained his own 
sentiments, gained over the king to the Jain religion, and 
henceforward that monarch governed his kingdom accord- 
ing to the precepts of that religion—paying no respect to 
Brähmans, Yogîs, Sannyasîs, or fakîrs of any kind. One 
day, overcome by death, he gave up the throne to Dharm- 
dhwaj, his son, who, having ordered his father’s minister 
Abhaichand to be seized, caused all his hair to be shaved 
off but seven locks, had his face blackened, and mounting 
him upon an ass, with drums beating, sent him on a circuit 
through the city, and then banished him the country. 
Henceforward he governed free from anxiety. 

The Tamil version resembles that in our present text much 
more closely. There is a slight difference in the mishap 
which befell the first of the three queens. She was walking 
with the king in a flower garden, when a bee came and settled 
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upon a flower which was interwoven with the braiding of 
her hair. She immediately fainted away and fell down. Her 
female attendants raised her up, and recovered her from her 
swoon. 

We have already discussed the “ Bed ” sybarite , 1 and 
will now consider analogues to the present story of the three 
sensitive queens. 

For the earliest historical examples we must go back to 
the people who are responsible for the word “ sybarite.” 
The ancient city of Sybaris lay in Magna Graecia, on the Gulf 
of Tarentum, between two rivers, the Sybaris and the Crathis. 
It was the oldest Greek colony in the region, being founded 
about 720 b.c. As time went on the city became great and 
opulent, with numerous dependencies and a highly important 
trade both on land and sea. The luxury and magnificence 
of the Sybarites soon became proverbial, and in the sixth 
century no Greek city could approach it in wealth and 
splendour. But such enormous opulence was too great, and 
had been acquired in too short a time, to be sustained for 
long. The great industry the Sybarites displayed in the 
development of their trade, agriculture, irrigation, etc., soon 
gave way to the luxury and effeminacy with which they are 
chiefly connected to-day. The story of their fall does not 
concern us here, and readers are referred to the excellent 
chapter on “ Sybaris ” contained in Lenormant’s fine work, 
La Grande-Grêce . 2 In 510 b.c. Sybaris was razed to the 
ground by the Crotoniats, and the channel of the River 
Crathis was diverted so as to flow over the ruins. In the 
days of Herodotus Sybaris was only a memory, but the story 
of its luxury lived on, and the word sybarite found its way 
into nearly every European language. 

As is only natural, stories of the amazing luxury and 
effeminacy of the Sybarites found their way into the works 
of ancient classical writers, which were repeated again and 
again by subsequent authors. Hence we find Athenseus, in 
his Deipnosophists , s quoting Sybarite tales from Timaeus, the 
Greek historian of about 300 b.c. Of particular interest to 

1 Vol. VI, pp. 288-294. 

2 F. Lenormant, La Grande-Grêce. Paysages et Histoire , 3 vols., Paris, 
1881-1884. See vol. i, pp. 246-330, especially pp. 282-289- 

8 Book xii, 15-20. See the English translation by C. D. Yonge, in 
Bohn’s Classical Library, vol. iii, pp. 830-835. 
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us is the fact that one of the tales resembles the unfortunate 
experience of the third sensitive wife in Somadeva—viz. the 
witnessing, or merely hearing, work being done, causing 
physical suffering to the person in question. 

A few extracts from Athenseus will give a good idea of 
the kind of stories current over two hundred years after the 
sacking of Sybaris: 

“And why need we mention the Sybarites, among whom 
bathing men and pourers of water were first introduced in • 
fetters, in order to prevent their going too fast, and to pre- 
vent also their scalding the bathers in their haste ? And the 
Sybarites were the first people to forbid those who practised 
noisy arts from dwelling in their city : such as braziers, and 
smiths, and carpenters, and men of similar trades; provid- 
ing that their slumbers should always be undisturbed. And 
it used to be unlawful to rear a cock in their city. 

“And Timaeus relates concerning them that a citizen of 
Sybaris, once going into the country, seeing the husband- 
men digging, said that he himself felt as if he had broken his 
bones by the sight; and someone who heard him replied : 

‘ I, when I heard you say this, felt as if I had a pain in 
my side. . . .’ But they had carried their luxury to such 
a pitch that they had taught even their horses to dance at 
their feasts to the music of the flute. Accordingly the people 
of Crotona, knowing this, and being at war with them, as 
Aristotle relates in his History of the Constitution of Syharis, 
played before their horses the air to which they were accus- 
tomed to dance; for the people of Crotona also had flute- 
players in military uniform. And as soon as the horses 
heard them playing on the flute, they not only began to 
dance, but ran over to the army of the Crotonians, carrying 
their riders with them. . . . And one of the Sybarites, once 
wishing to sail over to Crotona, hired a vessel to carry him 
by himself, on condition that no one was to splash him, and 
that no one else was to be taken on board, and that he might 
take his horse with him. And when the captain of the ship 
had agreed to these terms, he put his horse on board, and 
ordered some straw to be spread under the horse.” 

Athenaeus then quotes the twenty-fifth book of the 
History of Phylarchus, where, after dealing with the strict 
rules of etiquette in vogue at Syracuse, he proceeds to 
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compare the customs of the Sybarites which violate all the 
traditional social customs of Greece : 

“ The Sybarites, having given loose to their luxury, made 
a law that women might be invited to banquets, and that 
those who intended to invite them to sacred festivities must 
make preparation a year before, in order that they might 
have all that time to provide themselves with garments and 
other ornaments in a suitable manner worthy of the occasion, 
and so might come to the banquet to which they were invited. 
And if any confectioner or cook invented any peculiar and 
excellent dish, no other artist was allowed to make this for a 
year; but he alone who invented it was entitled to all the 
profit to be derived from the manufacture of it for that time, 
in order that others might be induced to labour at excelling 
in such pursuits. And in the same way, it was provided that 
those who sold eels were not to be liable to pay tribute, nor 
those who caught them either. And in the same way the 
law exempted from all burdens those who dyed the marine 
purple and those who imported it.” 

For an explanation of the obvious exaggeration of some 
of the above tales, see Lenormant, op. cit., pp. 286-288. 

The question arises as to whether the source of the Indian 
tales under discussion can be correctly attributed to these 
historiettes of Timseus, which must have greatly amused the 
Athenians for whom he wrote. 

Even if we date the Vetälapanchavirhsati as early as the 
very beginning of the Christian era, there would have been 
three hundred years for the motif to migrate ! But as 
Lenormant has said : “ Ce qui est certain, c’est que les 
Sybarites usaient de leur richesse pour entretenir un luxe 
inouï, bien plus conforme aux habitudes de l’Asie qu’â celles 
de la Grêce.” It seems impossible that the luxury and 
opulence of so many of the ancient Indian courts should not 
have given rise to the “ Sybarite ” motif, without any necessity 
for importation. At the same time, if the tales did travel 
from West to East, they would surely have met with an 
appreciative reception in India. 

In a Siamese story 1 three out of four ladies suffer merely 
from seeing things happen, while the fourth is the same as 
the second lady in our text. The first gets swollen hands on 

1 A. Bastian, Geographische und ethnologische Bilder, Jena, 1873, pp. 2Ö7, 268 . 
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seeing someone crushing rice ; the second feels as if her 
breast was being beaten to bits on hearing a drum being 
played; and the wrist of the third becomes tired on seeing 
someone fetching water; while the fourth is covered with 
bruises where the rays of the moon fall on her. 

Similar stories are found in several European collections, 1 
with but trifling differences. In a seventeenth-century col- 
lection by A. le Métel d’Ouville 2 we find some fresh and 
rather curious details, including another “ bed ” sybarite. 
Here four women, who were neighbours, all claimed to be the 
most delicately sensitive. Finally they decided to go before 
a judge and each to state her case. 

The first one said that one fresh summer’s morning, 
clad in only her chemise and a pair of bedroom slippers, 
having stretched out her foot to catch the dew, a rose leaf 
fell on it, thereby causing her to limp for more than three 
months. 

The second said that one day her maid in making her bed 
had carelessly left a small crease in the middle of the sheet, 
which was of the finest Dutch linen. Having lain down on 
this crease somewhat roughly, she broke three ribs, and was 
in the doctor’s hands for three months. 

The third said that she had always been careful in in- 
structing her maid to comb her hair in such a way that 
exactly the same number of hairs should be on each side 
of the parting, well knowing how serious it might be if she 
made a mistake. One day she inadvertently put three or 
four more hairs on one side than on the other, thus causing 
her head to remain sideways for over six weeks. 

The fourth addressed the other three : “ Now then, ladies, 
there is not one of you who at least once a day hasn’t got to 
perform the acts of nature, for it is a thing so necessary to 
life that without it you could not exist. However, speaking 
of that, there happened to me the day before yesterday some- 
thing that hasn’t happened to any of you others. While 
faisant mes affaires, although I do it as gently as possible, to 
show you the extent of my delicacy, I burst a vein du derriêre, 
and no doctor can heal it without damaging all the others. 

1 Boîte and Polivka, op. cit vol. iii, p. 238. 

2 VÉlite des Contes du Sieur d'Ouville, edited with notes by G. Brunet, 
PariSj 1883, vol. ii, pp. 149-151. See also Contes â rire, ou Récréations Frangaises, 
new edition, Paris, 1769, vol. ii, pp. 169-171 ; or vol. ii, pp. 109-111 of the 
Amsterdam edition of 1732. 
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Consequently I prefer to remain with this blemish rather 
than make worse the thing that I want to heal.” 

The judge is quite at a loss as to what decision he ought 
to give, and the reader is asked to decide for himself. 

It cannot be denied that some of the misfortunes which 
befell the fair sybarites mentioned above tax our credibility 
rather heavily. In fact, in many cases we are led to suspect 
fraud and hypocrisy; and as the sequel shows, our charges 
would not have been without justification, for in the 
Sukasaptati we find 1 that the supposed sensitiveness of 
Kämalïlä, the beloved wife of King Vikramäditya, is used 
as a cloak to her unchastity. Bälapanditâ, the clever 
daughter of the king’s private chaplain, realises why the 
fish laughed, but hesitates to say. After several digressions, 
which form subsequent tales, a learned Brähman, by name 
Pushpahäsa, who had never been known to laugh himself, 
is asked to solve the mystery. 2 On hearing the details he 
bursts out laughing and strikes the queen in the face with 
some flowers. She at once falls unconscious, and is tended 
by the enraged king. On calling for an explanation of his 
extraordinary conduct, Pushpahäsa answers : “I laugh 
because during the night the queen was struck by her lover 
with canes and did not feel any ill effects, yet now, when 
struck with a few flowers, she has fallen (or pretends to have 
fallen) unconscious.” The king is not at first convinced of 
the truth of the story, but at Pushpahäsa’s advice he takes 
off her bodice 3 and sees the marks of the canes. 

On this story was based another one, included in Cristo- 
foro Armeno’s Persian (?) collection. 4 Here we read that King 
Behram possesses a wonderful silver statue which laughs 
if anyone tells a lie in its presence. The king is anxious to 
marry a girl as modest as she is beautiful, but will not brook 
of any sort of deception. Accordingly he determines to test 
each one in the presence of the statue. 

Four beautiful maidens are brought forward. The king 
chats to the first of these ladies, and throws some rose leaves 

1 R. Schmidt, Die (^ukasaptati (Textus Simplicior ), Kiel, 1894, tale 5, p. 11. 

1 have already (Vol. I, p. 46n 2 ) referred to it in connection with u the fish that 
laughed.” 

2 R. Schmidt, ibid., tale 9* p. 22. 

3 This is doubtless the angiyä, or kürtä of Kashmir. See Vol. II, p. 50n 5 . 

4 H. Fischer and J. Bolte, Die Reise der Söhne Giaffers , p. 119 et seq. 
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on her breast. A tiny twig chances to hit her in the face, 
whereupon she behaves as if about to die. With trouble 
Behram revives her and takes her to the window in front 
of the statue. Immediately the statue bursts out laughing. 
The lady is in no way perturbed, but covers her face with her 
hands, as if in the presence of a man other than the king. 
At this the statue laughs again. 

The second lady comes forward. Behram, who has now 
donned a garment embroidered with fur, proceeds to embrace 
her, but she at once draws back in pain, for the hairs of the 
fur have hurt her so much. The statue laughs. The king 
leads her to a mirror, but she immediately covers her face, as 
she does not consider it becoming that anyone but he should 
see her face. At this absurdity the statue laughs again. 

The third lady also gives two proofs of her amazing 
delicacy. Behram leads her into the garden, and on passing 
a sheet of water she covers her face. On the king demanding 
an explanation, she says that as the water contains many 
fishes, some of them are sure to be of the male sex, and he 
alone should look on her face. He Iooks back at the statue 
and sees it laughing. A great wind suddenly arises, and a 
little boat on the water is sunk with all hands. At this 
sight the girl sinks unconscious to the ground. Once again 
the statue laughs. 

The fourth lady is genuinely modest, but in no exagger- 
ated way. The statue does not laugh, and the king selects 
her as his bride. It transpires that the other three girls, so 
far from being delicate or modest, have paramours whose 
sadistical cravings they willingly satisfy. 

King Yasahketu, his Vidyädharî Wife, and his Faithful 

Minister 

(Vetäla 12—pp. 13-25) 

In the Hindi version 1 the story is No. 11. It is mucli 
more condensed than in Somadeva. The minister has all 
his adventures entirely alone, and sees the magic tree from 
the seashore. The rest follows practically as in our text. 

The Tamil version 2 (No. 12) begins as in Somadeva. The 
minister makes friends with the merchant, and goes on board 
with him. Suddenly a storm arises, and the boat is tossed 
about at the mercy of the waves. Finally they arrive at a 

1 Barker, op . cit,, pp. 192-204. * Babington, op. cit. 9 pp. 59-64. 
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little island, and disembark. They find a temple, and under 
a tree, opposite the temple, a raised throne, upon which they 
perceive a beautiful woman reclining. They think she is a 
goddess and return immediately. On returning, the king 
sets out for the island, but in company with the minister. 
The “ giant ” swallows the damsel, but the king kills him, 
tears open his entrails, and rescues the girl alive, whereupon 
she tells her story as in our text, and all ends happily. The 
question and answer at the end are the same in all versions. 

There is little to be said about the story that has not 
already been noted elsewhere. The subaqueous palace has been 
discussed in Vol. VI (pp. 279-281), while the “ Wishing-tree ” 
and “ Taboo ” motifs have been referred to in Vol. I (p. 144-n 1 ) 
and Vol. II (pp. 252-253) respectively. The woman’s tale about 
the Räkshasa and her father’s curse somewhat resembles “ The 
Story of the Twelfth Statuette ” in Vikrama’s Adventures. (See 
Edgerton’s translation, pp. lxxxiv and 117-125.) The versions 
differ slightly, but the main incidents are the same—the woraan 
had been the wife of a Brähman, but he did not love her 
(in some versions she was unfaithful), and cursed her at his 
death, saying that every night she should be tormented by 
a Räkshasa. On asking for mercy he granted release from 
the curse when some hero should kill the Räkshasa. 

The Brahmin Harisvämin, who first lost his Wife, 

and then his Life 

( Vetäla 13—pp. 29-34) 

This story is No. 12 in the Hindi version, 1 which has 
several slight differences. For instance the ravisher is a 
“ Gandharb ” and carries off Lävanyavatï in a chariot. 
When the distracted husband reaches the house of the 
Brähman there is no mention of the wife till the end of 
the tale; the man himself fills Harisvämin’s cup with “ rice- 
milk.” The food is poisoned by a black serpent instead of 
a dead cobra in the clutches of a kite. The ending is the 
same as in our text. 

In the Tamil version 2 the tale, which is No. 16, is much 
more condensed. The hero is called Arjuna Svämi, and his 
wife is named Vanapadi. The incidents, however, closely 
resemble those in Somadeva. The details about the food 

1 Barker, op, cit., p. 204 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit., p. 68 et seq. 
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differ slightly : “ She accordingly brought and gave him 

some rice and savoury food, which he received in a leaf and 
wrapped up in a bundle. So one evening, after bathing and 
finishing his devotions, he sprinkled water on the rice which 
he had kept in his bundle, and was in the act of eating it 
when, even as a sickness visiting the flower of youth, and as 
death coming in the hour of full enjoyment, and as a danger 
coming upon one who is alone, a kite, which, urged by hunger, 
had seized upon a cobra de capella . . .” Babington adds 
an interesting note in which he attributes the king’s evasive 
answer to his deference to Garuda, the king of the birds, and 
also to the Nagas, so widely worshipped in Northern India. 
See also Oesterley, Baitäl Pachïsï, p. 202. 

The chief motif of the story, food being poisoned by 
animals, is found in several collections of stories. The 
majority of these have been noted by Benfey, Pantschatantra, 
vol. i, p. 362, and Chauvin, op. cit., viii, p. 60. 

A few examples will show the different uses made of the 
motif. I notice a curious one in Bloomfield’s Life and Stories 
of the Jaina Savior Pärgvanätha, pp. 34-35. I give it in full: 

“ In a great forest in the Vindhya mountains, on a banyan- 
tree, lived a pair of parrots. Theirs was a beloved young 
parrot. One day it flew off, but being very young, it fell 
upon the ground. A hermit picked it up, took it to his 
hermitage, fed it, educated it, and treated it like a son. One 
day the young parrot overheard the abbot of the hermitage 
tell his pupils that in the middle of the sea there was an island, 
Harimela, in the north-east corner of which stood a large 
mango-tree, bedewed with ambrosia ; and that the fruit of 
this tree restored youth by curing deformities, diseases and 
old age. The young parrot, remembering his decrepit parents, 
considered that he might now pay the debt of their love. He 
flew to the magic tree and fetched one of the mangoes, but, 
on returning, grew tired and fell into the ocean, keeping the 
fruit in his bill. A merchant by the name of Sägara picked 
him up; the parrot, out of gratitude, presented him with 
the fruit, after which he flew away to get another. The 
merchant decided to make the virtue of the fruit universally 
accessible. When he arrived at Jayapura he presented it to 
the king then ruling, who had it planted, in order to repro- 
duce the fruit for the benefit of his people. But a serpent, 
carried in the beak of a bird, happened to drop poison upon 
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one of the mangoes, so that it ripened and fell to the ground. 
The keeper of the garden joyously took it to the king, who 
gave it to his chaplain, and he ate of it and died. The 
king in rage had the tree cut down. But a host of men, 
afflicted with incurable diseases, ate of its fruit for euthanasia 
( sukhamrityave ), and became thereby like unto the God of 
Love. The king, discerning the true state of things, regretted 
his rash act, and lost pleasure in his kingdom.” 

In the Satrumjaya Mähätrhyam, xiv, 207, 1 death does not 
follow, and the man in question himself relates the circum- 
stances to Jävada, upon thinking of whom he was saved from 
the fatal effects of the poison. 

The motif found its way into the Book of Sindibäd and the 
Seven Vazïrs. In the former of these works 2 it forms the 
first of the prince’s tales told after the story of the seventh 
vazïr. It tells of a most generous host who. welcomed 
everyone who came to his house : 

‘ ‘ He received them after the fashion of the generous, for 
this was ever his custom. A slave-girl went to fetch milk, 
that he might feast his guests with sugar and milk—two 
very good things. She covered not the top of the milk-dish. 
Hearken to these words, and take warning : A stork was 
passing in the air, having snatched up an old snake from the 
desert. How can one fly from the decrees of fate ? Saliva 
dropped from the mouth of that viper, and that milk was 
mixed with poison ; and whoever took any of that milk fell 
down, and there died forthwith.” 

The prince asks who is to blame. Various answers are 
given, but he replies : “ All these opinions are mistaken. No 
one was to blame ; it was the decree of God.” 

An abbreviated form of the same story occurs in the 
conclusion of the Seven Vazirs . 3 

In the Bahär-i-Dänish of ‘Inäyatu-’lläh 4 the motif is 
used in quite a different manner. Here an adulterous wife 
has been discovered by her husband, but when asleep she 

1 A. Weber, “ Ueber das £atrunjaya Mâhâtmyam. Ein Beitrag zur 
Geschichte der Jaina,” Abh. f. d. Kunde d. Morg., Leipzig, 1858, pp. 43-44. 

2 Clouston, Book o f Sindibäd, p. 89. 

3 Ibid., p. 213. See also pp. 263-266, where our version and one or two 
others are given. 

4 J- Scott, Bahar-Danush, vol. i, p. 78 et seq. 



APPENDIX—TALES OF A VETÄLA 


215 


suspends him head downwards from a tree and proceeds to 
carry on an orgy with her lover in full view of the unfortun- 
ate husband. The couple finally become dead drunk and 
fall senseless on the ground. At this point a snake glides 
down the tree, passes by the frightened husband, and spits 
venom into the cup of the lovers. Presently they awake 
from their drunken stupor; the man drinks of the cup 
and dies, while the wife is finally persuaded to release her 
husband, who becomes an ascetic. 

To conclude, I would mention the variant in the Tamil 
Alakësa Kathâ. Here a Brähman pilgrim offers food to an 
old Brähman. Unknown to both a serpent carried in a kite’s 
mouth poisons it. The old man eats the food and dies. The 
youth is accused of murdering him and is put in prison and 
flogged. He prays to Kälï in his misery, and she destroys 
the whole village where the young Brähman has been im- 
prisoned. Kälî then “ infuses herself into the person of one 
of the villagers ” and tells them the whole truth, whereupon 
the youth is released and all is well. 

The motif , being really only applicable to snake-infested 
countries, is not one which found ready acceptance in 
Western collections. 

The Merchant’s Daughter who fell in love with a Thief 

(Vetäla 14—pp. 35-39) 

There are several differences in each of the two chief 
vernacular versions. 

In the Hindi 1 (No. 13) version no mention is made of the 
girl’s dislike for men. In searching for the thief it is the king 
who asks the other man who he is. On finding they are both 
of the same profession they proceed to rob several houses. 
They take their loot to a well outside the city, which proves 
to be really an entrance to Pätäla, where the real thief dwells. 
The king is warned by a female servant and, being shown 
the way back, effects his escape. Another day the complete 
army go down the well and surround the thief’s house. He 
manages, however, to escape to a demon who is lord of the 
city and implores his aid. Accordingly, remembering past 
benefits, the demon destroys most of the army. The king 
is in flight, when the thief calls out: “ Hola! thou a Räjpüt, 
and fleeing from combat ? ” At this the king stops, fights 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 211 et seq. 
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the thief, and fïnally overcomes him. He then has the thief 
bathed, finely clad, and paraded through the streets on a 
camel, and so to be led to the stake of impalement. The 
girl’s father offers the king five läkhs for the thief’s release, 
but in vain. When she is about to become a Sati, the goddess 
Devï appears and grants a boon. The girl immediately 
craves that life be restored to the thief. - There is no men- 
tion of the request about her father having a hundred sons. 
The answer to the Vetäla’s question will be discussed later. 

In the Tamil version 1 the story is No. 17 of the collection. 
It begins as in Somadeva : the king, however, does not 
trouble to have the city watehed, but goes to see to matters 
for himself at once, apparently without any kind of disguise. 
He meets the thief “ who was the chief of all the robbers, 
with his body blackened, 2 his head bare, girded with a black 
cincture, and wearing a weapon to cleave asunder those who 
opposed him.” When asked by the king who he is, the thief 
replies: “I am the son of Bhadra Käli, the tutelary goddess 
of this neighbourhood, and I am going my rounds about the 
town.” “ Very well,” replied the king, “ come and be chief 
guard of my palace.” 

The thief can do nothing but comply. He makes, how- 
ever, an attempt to secure assistance, by calling to some of 
his accomplices in thieves’ language. He is overheard, the 
other thieves are slain, and he himself is led off, smeared 
in sandalwood, with a garland round his neck, to the place of 
impalement. Then follows the incident of the daughter’s 
request to her father as in our version. He presents himself 
before the king and offers a cat’s-eye (chrysoberyl) as a 
present, and promises to give “ great riches ” if his Majesty 
will release the thief. The king refuses indignantly, saying : 
“ You must be yourself a thief, who come thus to speak 
in behalf of a robber. Get out of my presence ! ” When 
she was about to become a Sati, Siva and his consort, “ who 
had viewed all these transactions from the sky, called out to 
the damsel from the bull-vehicle on which they were seated, 

1 Babington, op. cit. } p. 71 et seq. 

2 In a note Babington points out that the blackened bodies of thieves 
were also anointed [with grease ?], so that the police would have difficulty in 
catching hold of them. In order to obviate this the “ tiger’s-claw/’ a sort of 
knuckle-duster with curved claws, is employed. This baghnakh or wagnuck 
was the weapon with which Siväjï murdered Afzal Khän. See DufFs History 
of the Mahraitas, vol. i, p. 172. 
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and said: ‘ Ask whatever gift you desire 5 ; to which she 
replied : ‘ I wish you to raise up this robber and present 
him to me.’ They were delighted with her constancy, and 
having resuscitated the robber, delivered him over to her, 
and went to Cailäsam.” Once again there is no mention of 
the girl’s first request about her father. 

Although the above versions differ in several minor in- 
cidents from that of our text, no new motifs are introduced. 
Somadeva alone makes the distracted girl think first of her 
father, although about to die. The tale contains several 
interesting motifs. Almost at the commencement we read 
of the heroine’s hatred of men. This motif occupies a very 
minor place in the story, and, as we have seen above, dis- 
appears entirely in the Hindi version. No explanation is 
given as to why she hated men or to account for her sudden 
passion for the thief. In the Nights , however, the motif 
assumes a more important form, and the hatred of men by 
the princess is accounted for by a dream in which she sees 
the cruelty and desertion of the male sex. It is only after a 
clever trick of the lover that the princess is persuaded that 
she was mistaken. The two stories in which this occurs are 
“ Tale of Täj al-Mulük and the Princess Dunyä ” (Burton, 
vol. iii, p. 31 et seq.) and “Ardashïr and Hayät al-Nufüs ” 
(idem ., vol. vii, p. 227 et seq.). 

We pass on to the more important motifs. An appro- 
priate name for the thieving motif oceurring in our story, 
and also later in Chapter CXII, is hard to express in a single 
short sentence. I have chosen “ tracking the thief,” but 
it really covers only one aspect of the motif —namely, the 
tracking of the thief by the king in disguise—somewhat 
similar to the nocturnal adventures indulged in by Harün 
al-Rashïd in the Nights. (See the Ocean, Vol. VI, p. 37 n 1 .) 
Although the famous Caliph might well be regarded as the 
stock type for such habits, his name cannot be given to 
the motif, as so many of his rambles were made in order 
to discover what the people really thought about him, or 
merely in the hope of finding some amusing adventure. 

With the scope of the motif thus qualified, I proceed. 

As mentioned in Vol. II, p. 183?d, the arch-thief of Hindu 
fiction is Mûladeva, who figures personally in the next Vetäla 
story. Although the great majority of stories about him 
deal with his clever tricks and wonderful escapes, there is 
a tale in Jacobi’s Ausgewählte Erzählungen in Mähäräshtri 
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which tells how Muladeva became King of Bennäyada under 
the name of Vikramaräja. He was elected to the throne by 
the rite of pancadivyädhiväsa. The passage (from Meyer’s 
translation, Hindu Tales, p. 212) has already been given 
in my note on the rite (Vol. V, p. 176). In his new rôle of 
king Müladeva soon proves himself an exemplary protector 
of his land, and, following the dictum laid down in the 
Arthasâstra, 1 becomes the terror of thieves and rogues. It 
is at this point of his career that he acts like King Vïraketu 
of our text. 

The story well merits reproduction 2 : 

In the city of Bennäyada lived a beggar, named Mandiya, 
addicted to stealing other people’s property. He spread the 
report that he was suffering from loathsome sores, and kept 
his knees covered with ointment; and swathed in bandages, 
he hobbled along with apparent difficulty, supporting his feet 
with a staff. 

By day he begged, by night he dug breaches into houses 
[see Vol. V, p. 142n 2 ], stole much property, and deposited it 
in a cave [Meyer reads “ an underground dwelling ”] in the 
environs of the town. There also lived his sister, a maiden. 
In the middle of the cave was a well. And every accomplice 
whom the thief enticed by means of money and brought 
there as a carrier of the loot, his sister bade sit down on a 
seat previously placed near the well, and taking hold of their 
feet, under the pretext of washing them, she pushed them 
into the well, where they perished. 

Thus Mandiya continued in his robberies, the guards 
being unable to catch him. The citizens’ complaints reached 
Müladeva’s ears, so he appointed a new chief of the guard; 
but he also could not catch the thief. Then Müladeva him- 
self, clad in a dark robe, went out that night and sat down 
near a certain gambling-hall [Meyer : “ shed ”]. Mandiya 
came along and asked: “ Who sits here ? ” Müladeva 
answered : “ I am a beggar.” Mandiya said : “ Come, I’ll 
make a man of you ! ” Müladeva got up. A breach was dug 
into the house of a rich man, and the thief took out great 

1 “ The king should protect his subjects against the rascalities of thieves, 
robbers, cheats and other rogues” (Kautilya’s Arthasästra, iv, 6). 

2 I follow Bloomfield’s translation (see later) of Jacobi*s work already 
cited, supplemented by Meyer’s rendering in Hindu Tales , p. 223 et seq . 
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treasures, which he loaded upon Müladeva. They proceeded 
outside the city, Muladeva in front, the thief with drawn 
sword behind. 

When they had arrived at the cave, Mandiya began to 
bury the treasure. He said to his sister : “ Wash the feet 
of this guest.” She bade him sit down on the seat at the 
brink of the well, and took hold of his foot, under pretence 
of washing it. Observing its delicacy, she guessed that he 
was a person of quality [Meyer : “ limbs were weakly ”], and 
pity sprung up in her heart. She made a signal on the flat 
of his foot, “Flee, lest you, die! ” So he did, and she cried 
after him : “ He has fled! He has fled! ” Mandiya drew 
his sword, and pursued the king on the highway. When 
Müladeva perceived that Mandiya was close upon him, he 
hid behind a linga of Siva on the square. The thief mis- 
took it for the figure of a man, cleft it, and returned to his 
underground dwelling [Meyer: “having stayed there over- 
night]. In the morning he begged in the market-place. 
Thence the king had him brought to his presence, treated 
him courteously, and asked his sister for wife. Mandiya 
gave her to the king with a dowry. After a time the king 
told Mandiya that he needed money. Mandiya procured it, 
and was honoured by the king. The king kept asking for more, 
until he learned from the sister (his wife) that Mandiya had 
no more. Thereupon the king returned the goods to their 
rightful owners, and ordered Mandiya to be impaled upon a 
stake. 

The similarity of the above with our tale is considerable, 
and it does not lose by the omission of the girl’s sudden love 
for the thief. Cf. Natesa Sâstri’s Folklore in Southern India, 
p. 53 et seq. 

The motif also occurs in two other tales in Jacobi’s work 
mentioned above. They concern the means by which Agala- 
datta (Agadadatta) tracks down a thief who is constantly 
pillaging the city. Some idea of the usual lurking-places of 
thieves is given when Agaladatta starts on his search : 

“In the houses of prostitutes, in taprooms, in gambling 
places, and in the stalls of the bakers; in sheds of the parks, 
where one can get water to drink, in the huts of ascetics, in 
empty temples, in the squares, in bazaars and markets, he 
fearlessly stalked his prey.” 
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The thief turns out to be a mendicant who behaves as 
does Mandiya in the story quoted above. The mendicant 
is killed, and his daughter is taken off by Agaladatta, who 
receives the king’s daughter as a reward. Without giving 
further examples of the use of the “ catching the thief ” 
motif I would refer readers to Bloomfield’s excellent article 
“ The Art of Stealing in Hindu Fiction,” Amer. Journ. Phil., 
vol. liv, 1923, pp. 194-202. He deals with the “ Romance ” 
part of the story on pp. 221-225, to which we now proceed. 

In the Kathäkoga (Tawney, p. 215) the Princess Dava- 
dantï takes pity on a condemned thief and by means of an 
“ act of truth ” breaks his bonds and scatters the guards. 
Cf- also p. 126 of the same work. “ Pity’s akin to love,” 
as we soon discover in following the development of our 
motif. 

In the Kanavera Jätaka (No. 318, Cambridge edition, 
vol. iii, p. 42) Sämä, the chief courtesan of the King of 
Benares, falls in love 1 with a thief who is being led off to 
execution. She accordingly bribes the governor to say that 
the thief is her brother and must therefore be allowed to 
escape. He consents, but only if a substitute be found. 

Now the price of Sämä’s favours was a thousand pieces, 
and that night a rich young merchant calls at her house with 
the required sum. Sämä places the money in her lap and 
bursts into tears. On the merchant’s inquiring the cause, 
she replies : “ My lord, this robber is my brother, though he 
never comes to me, because people say I follow a vile trade. 
When I sent a message to the governor, he intimated that 
for a thousand he would let the prisoner go. And now I 
cannot find anyone to go.” The youth volunteers to take 
the money. He is mistaken for the substitute and executed. 
Sämâ then lives with the thief in luxury. The sequel is 
most dramatic. As time goes on the thief thinks that a 
woman who was capable of such an amazing act might easily 
turn on him if she found another love she preferred. He 
therefore leads her into a thicket and chokes her, leaving her 
for dead. On regaining consciousness Sämä harbours no 
thought of revenge, but still wants her lover. She sends out 
strolling actors with a message in verse. At last they find 
the thief, but he is taking no risks, and sends back a verse of 
refusal. The actors return and make a full report. Where- 

1 For the “ Devoted Hetaera motif see Bloomfield, Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc 
vol. lii, p. 630 et seq. 
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upon Sämä plunges once more into a life of debauchery and 
prostitution. 

The story occurs again in the Jâtakas, 1 but the ending is 
different. The thief tells the girl of his evil intentions, and 
she begs as a mark of final devotion to be allowed to circum- 
ambulate him. This request he grants, and when Sulasä is 
behind him flings him down a mountain precipice with 
superhuman strength. 

For further parallels see Burlingame, Buddhist Legends 
(Harvard Oriental Series, vol. xxix), vol. ii, p. 227. 

There still remains the “ Laugh and Cry ” motif to be con- 
sidered, but as this occurs again in Vetäla 23, and the “ Laugh ” 
motif alone in Vetala 20, I shall leave the discussion of both 
its varieties till we deal with these tales in question (see pp. 
253, 260). Suffice it to point out here that the answer given 
to the Vetäla’s question as to why the thief first wept and 
then laughed differ in Hindi and Tamil versions. In both 
of these he laughs first, which I consider less dramatic than 
as in our text. In the Hindi, however, the reply changes 
the order, for the text says, “ He first burst out laughing, 
and then began to weep bitterly,” while the explanation 
given is : “ He reflected that he could not requite her kind- 
ness in being willing to give up her whole property to save 
his life, and this reflection deeply grieved him. Then it 
struck him as very odd that she should fall in love with a 
man just about to suffer death : that the proceedings of the 
Deity were inscrutable; that he bestows prosperity on the 
inauspicious; knowledge on one destitute of high lineage; 
a beautiful wife on a fool; and showers upon hills : thus 
reflecting, he laughed.” 

In the Tamil version the order remains throughout. 
“ First he laughed,” replied the king, “ to think that such an 
extraordinary event should have taken place, although the girl 
had not been previously acquainted with him ; then he wept, 
being moved to compassion, when he saw the aflliction of her 
father and mother.” 

1 Sulasä Jätaka 9 No. 419, Cambridge edition, vol. iii, p. 2Ö0 et seq. 
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The Magic Pill 
(Vetäla 15—pp. 40-48) 

The story of the magic pill is practically the same in the 
Hindi version (No. 14). 1 The incident of the infuriated 
elephant is omitted. The daughter’s name, not the queen’s, 
is Chandraprabhä. Müladeva and Sasin are described as 
“ two learned and deeply read Brähmans ” who come quite 
by chance on the love-sick youth as he lies swooning from 
excess of love in their path. When Müladeva retums to the 
court to claim his “ daughter,” and is told she is gone, he 
demands the princess in marriage for his son. As the king 
will otherwise be cursed, he grants the request immediately. 
The Vetâla’s question is rather more elaborate, for, on the 
king deciding that Sasin was the lawful husband, he replies : 
“ Being pregnant by the Brâhman Manasvi ” (so he is called), 
“how could she be the wife of Sasi ? ” The king replies : 
“ No one was aware that she was with child by Manasvî, 
and Sasi married her before five or ten people; on this 
account, then, she remains his wife, and that child also will 
possess the right of performing the funeral obsequies.” 

The Tamil version (No. 18) 2 is reduced to a mere skeleton, 
lacking all interest and importance, and is quite unworthy of 
any discussion. 

The story occurs in a more complicated form in the 
Turkish Tüti-nämah, 3 where a sorceress gives the love-sick 
youth a magic seal. By putting it in his mouth he is turned 
into a girl. In this form he marries the king’s son. Thus 
he has easy access to the princess, and finally escapes with 
her. The princess keeps the seal in her mouth during the day 
and is thus turned into a man, but at night they both revert 
to their original shapes. The sorceress demands back her 
“ daughter ” from the king, who pays a thousand gold pieces 
by way of compensation. 

In the Persian Tüti-nämah 4 the tale is much more simple. 
A pill is used as in our text, but there is no mention of any 
claim for the “ daughter.” 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 225 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit., p. 7 6 et seq. 

3 Rosen, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 178. In Wickerhauser’s version, p. 240, 
compensation is obtained in the shape of a magic purse that always contains 
a thousand dmärs. 

4 Iken, Touti Nameh, Stuttgart, 1822, p. 97. 
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We turn to the one motif the story contains : the change 
of sex. I cannot find this exact method used in other tales 
to change sex, but it is employed for rather similar purposes. 
For instance, in one tale our friend Müladeva turns himself 
into a dwarf by means of a magic pill. 1 

In the Kathâkoga (Tawney, p. 110) a girl puts a magic 
plant in her ear and immediately becomes a man. But in 
Indian literature perhaps the best-known case of change of 
sex, or in this case ea:change of sex, occurs in the Mahäbhärata, 
Udyoga Parva, sects. cxc-cxciv 2 : 

King Drupada longs for a son in order to revenge himself 
on Bhïshma. Siva at last says he shall have a child which 
shall be female and male. In due course a daughter is born, 
but trusting in Siva’s promise, Drupada and his wife announce 
the birth of a son, whom they call Sikhandin, and bring up 
the girl as if she were a boy. She attains the age of puberty 
and the question of marriage arises. The daughter of a power- 
ful king is selected, and the ceremony is performed. When the 
bride discovers that she has been tricked, and her husband 
is really a girl, her father is furious, and marches against 
Drupada to drive him from the throne and kill Sikhandin. 

Meanwhile the unhappy Sikhandin decides on suicide, 
and goes into the forest to put her plan into action. There 
she meets a Yaksha who takes pity on her and agrees to 
exchange sex with her until the danger has passed. All is 
arranged satisfactorily and the two kings are reconciled. 
But Kuvera discovers what the Yaksha has done and curses 
him so that he must always remain a woman. On the 
request of other Yakshas, however, the curse is allowed to 
end on the death of Sikhandin. The prince returns to the 
Yaksha in accordance with his bargain, but is told of 
Kuvera’s curse and retums in happiness to his wife. 

1 Meyer, Hindu Tales, p. 193. See also his translation of Dasa- 
humära-charita , p. 83. 

2 It occurs in vol. iii, pp. 529-538 of the new edition of Roy’s trans- 
lation. It should be remenibered that in the story quoted from the Mahä- 
bhärata, Sikhandin was a subsequent birth of Ambä, the eldest daughter of 
the King of Käéi, who, after being carried off by Bhïshma, tried in vain to 
be accepted as wife by King Saubha. Through asceticism she obtained the 
promise that she would kill Bhïshma, and became a man in her next birth 
in order to do so. For full references see Sörensen, Index to Names in the 
Mahäbhärata, under “ Ambä ,> and “ (^ikhandin.” 
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Several versions of this tale exist in different parts of India. 
One was written in Persian by ‘Izzat Ulläh in 1712 under 
the title of Gul-i Bakäwalï, 1 while another, based on a 
Tamil version, appeared in Dubois’ Pantcha-Tantra, p. 15. 
Cf. No. 14 of Dozon’s Contes Alhanais, and No. 58 of Hahn’s 
Griechische und albanesische Märchen. 

So far the transformations have been made either by a 
magic pill, seal or plant, or merely by mutual agreement 
with a superhuman being. We have already seen (Vol. VI, 
p. 59 et seq.) that the most usual, and certainly less com- 
promising, method of enjoying illicit intercourse by magical 
means was by temporarily changing the man into some animal 
whose presence would incite no comment. As the motif 
travelled westwards it seems that water became the more 
usual medium. Sometimes it was an enchanted spring, or else 
a lake or well, by bathing in which the change was effected. 

A story of a sex-changing well is found in all versions of 
the Book of Sindibäd, 2 and so in the Nights (Burton, vol. vi, 
p. 145 et seq.). 

A certain prince is to marry the daughter of a neighbour- 
ing king. Her cousin is jealous and bribes the prince’s vazir 
to do what he can to prevent the marriage. The vazir 
accompanies the prince to his fiancée’s kingdom, and on the 
way leads him to “ a certain spring of running water in the 
mountains there, called Al-Zahrä, whereof whosoever drank 
from a man became a woman.” The prince stays on the 
spot bemoaning his sad fate, while his rival rejoices at the 
news. By chance a cavalier rides up, who proves to be a 
king’s son of the Jänn. He takes pity on the prince and 
conveys him to the Black Country, where, after obtaining 
leave from the king, one Zu’l Janähayn, he drinks of a stream 
and is turned back again to his original shape. Variants of 
the tale occur in the Hebrew and Spanish texts. See further 
Clouston, op. cit., p. 300. 

In another tale of the Nights 3 we read of a magic cauldron 

1 Garcin de Tassy, Allégories Récits Poétiques , 2nd edit., 1876, pp. 349, 
350 and 372-374 ; also Clouston, Eastem Romances, pp. 279 and 532 et seq . 

2 See Chauvin, op. cit. } viii, p. 43 ; Clouston, Book of Sindibäd , pp. 80, 
156 and 299. 

3 “The Tale of Warlock and the Young Cook of Baghdad/’ Burton, 
Supp., Nights , vol. vi, p. 137. See also the note on pp. 121 and 354. Lane was 
told a version of the story in Cairo. See his Manjiers and Customs of the 
Modem Egyptians , 5th edit., 1860, pp. 468-469. 
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full of water, into which a vizier plunges at the bidding of a 
sorcerer. Immediately 1 2 * he finds himself in the sea, and on 
coming to dry land discovers he has turned into a woman. 
He marries and becomes a mother of seven. “ She ” tires of 
the life, and flinging “herself” into the sea comes up again 
in the cauldron in his original sex, to find that he has really 
been absent only a few seconds. (See further, p. 245.) 

A curious Arabic story introducing our motif occurs in the 
collection of proverbs of al-Mufaddal ibn Saläma, called the 
Fäkhir. When dealing with “ The Magic Seed ” in Vol. VI, 
p. 62, I quoted the third sub-story of it. The following 
forms the first sub-story, and is told by the stranger in the 
hopes of saving Khuräfa’s life 8 : 

I was in prosperous circumstances, then they ceased and 
I was ridden with debt. So I went out, fleeing, and a terrible 
thirst befell me; so I journeyed to a well and alighted that 
I might drink. Then someone called out to me from the 
well, “ Stand ! ” so I went away from it and did not drink. 
But the thirst overcame me and I returned; then he called 
out to me. Again I returned a third time and drank, and 
paid no attention to him. Then he said : “ O Allah ! if it 
is a man transform him into a woman, and if it is a woman 
transform her into a man.” And lo ! I was a woman. I 
went to a certain city and a man married me and I bore him 
two children. Thereafter I returned to my own country, 
and I passed by the well of which I had drunk and I alighted. 
He called out to me as he had called at first, but I drank 
and paid no attention to him. So he prayed as at first, and 
I became a man as I had been. Then I came to my own 
country and married a wife and begat on her two children. 
So I have two sons of my loins and two of my womb. 

Stories of sex-changing water cannot, however, be re- 
garded as of common occurrence in folk-tales, the most usual 
use of magical water, streams, wells, etc., being as an eau de 
jouvence , or “ water of life.” 

There is a curious gipsy tale in which a second curse 

1 This instantaneous transportation has occurred more than once in the 
Ocean ; see Vol. II, pp. 223, 22 Sn 1 , and Vol. VI, pp. 213 and 279. 

2 D. B. Macdonald, “The Earlier Historj of the Arabian Nights/* Joum, 

Roy. As. Soc., July 1924, p. 373. 


VOL. VII. 
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neutralises the effect of the first. It is included in one of 
von Wlislocki’s works 1 : 

A youth pleases a beautiful river-nymph, daughter of the 
moon-king, by his piping, to which she has been dancing. In 
return she gives him a silver sickle, promising him yet fairer 
gifts if he will come again. Alas ! he is late for the tryst, 
and finds her dead on the ground, heart-broken at his breach 
of faith ; for these ladies’ hearts are very fragile. Her sister 
appears from the river and curses him, if a man, to become 
a woman, if a woman, to become a man. She then carries 
the dead nymph back into the river, and, as it seems, there 
restores her to life, for immediately afterwards a magnifi- 
cent black steed stands before the desolate youth (now 
become a girl) and declares that she is sent by the deceased 
maiden to bear him where his fortune blossoms. Mounted 
on the steed, he is borne through the air like lightning to the 
aid of a king’s daughter, given to a dragon who dwells in a 
fountain and requires a maid once a year for dinner. He 
slays the dragon with the sickle, and the king in his joy 
gives him his daughter to wife. He accepted the lady amid 
the general excitement, without thinking that he was no 
longer a man, but a woman. This was awkward. The bride 
complained to her father, who was afraid to attempt his life 
by direct means. Wherefore he sent him instead to rob the 
cloud-king of three golden apples, which had the property, 
one of them of making wealthy, another of making lucky, and 
the third of making healthy. His steed helps him to accom- 
plish the task. But when the monster, half-man, half-dog, 
that guards the apples finds that he has been cozened he 
flings the curse after the robber : “ If a man, become woman ; 
if a woman, become man.” The curse sets matters right again. 
“ I don’t know what has happened, dearest father,” says the 
bride to the king, “but my husband is a man after all.” 

There is also an Albanian version 2 in which the dragon- 
slayer is born a girl. She kills a lamia to whom the king has 
given his son, and is rewarded with a magical steed. Later 
on she wins another king’s daughter in marriage by a feat 
of athletics, and, as in the last tale, is guilty of the thought- 
lessness of taking the bride. Being prescribed a series of 

1 Volksdichiungen der siebenbiirgischen und siidungarischen Zigeuner, Vienna, 

1890, No. 34, p. 260. 

2 Dozon, Contes Albanais, No. 14, p. 10,9. 
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tasks by the king, with the same object of getting rid of her, 
she at last is cursed by some serpents with the requisite 
change of sex. 

Now, both the above tales are also versions of the great 
Andromeda cycle, 1 and could be quoted in connection with 
the sacrifice of Jîmütavähana, which is the next Vetäla tale 
with which we shall deal. (See p. 233 et seq.) 

Before discussing our nwtif from an anthropological point 
of view we should see whether Greek mythology can offer us 
any similar tales for comparison. Foremost among such 
legends is that of Tiresias, or Teiresias. He was a famous 
Theban soothsayer, son of Everes and a nymph Chariclo, 
and he was blind. One of the causes given for his blindness 
was that once on Mount Cyllene (some accounts say Mount 
Cithaeron, in Boeotia) he saw two snakes copulating, and that 
having wounded them (or having killed the female) he was 
turned from a man into a woman, but that on observing the 
same snakes (or another pair) copulating on another occasion 
(many accounts make him kill the male) he regained his 
original sex. “ Hence,” continues the account given by 
Apollodorus, 2 “ when Hera and Zeus disputed whether the 
pleasures of love are felt more by women or by men, they 
referred to him for a decision. He said that if the pleasures 
of love be reckoned at ten, men enjoy one and women nine. 
Wherefore Hera blinded him, but Zeus bestowed on him the 
art of soothsaying. ” 

It is interesting to note that the ill-luck attached to 
anyone who sees snakes coupling is by no means confined 
to Greek mythology, and we find the superstition fully de- 
veloped in India. Frazer, op. cit. sup., gives references to 
works quoting the superstition from North and South India, 
Burma and the East Indian Islands. I confess I can offer 
no explanation for the belief, unless it is based on the fact 
that as the Nägas are so widely worshipped in India, a 
devotee so indiscreet as to remain a witness of any personal 
and intimate relationship between them would naturally 
incur their wrath. The idea is quite an accepted fact in 

1 S. Hartland, Legend of Perseus, vol. iii, pp. 28-29. 

2 See Frazer’s trans., Loeb Classics, vol. i, p. 365 et seq . The story is also 
found in Phlegon, Mirabilia, 4; Tzetzes, Scholiast on Lycopkron, 683; Ovid, 
Metamorphoses } iii, 316 et seq.; Hyginus, Fab. 7 5, and in several other works 
given by Frazer. 
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mythology, and another account given to explain the blind- 
ness of Tiresias himself was that he had chanced to see 
Athena bathing naked. 

Then there was Caeneus, 1 one of the Lapithae, who was 
originally a girl called Caenis. She was seized by Poseidon 
and dragged to his watery abode, where she became his 
mistress. Having tasted the joys of his new love, Poseidon 
asked her to choose whatever she most longed for. Caenis 
replied (Ovid, Met., xii, 200 et seq .): “ The wrong that you 
have done me calls for a mighty prayer, the prayer that I 
may never again be able to suffer so. Grant me that I be 
not woman ! So grant all my prayers.” Not only did her 
sex change, but the new Caeneus was made invulnerable in 
battle. At his death, according to some of the accounts, he 
was changed back to a woman again. This change of sex 
at death will be referred to a Iittle later. 

Finally there is the story of Iphis, daughter of Ligdus 
and Telethusa of Phaestus in Crete. 2 Ligdus longed for a 
son, and told his wife that if it was a girl she was to be killed. 
Just previous to the birth the “ daughter of Inachus ” 
(i.e. Io, worshipped as the goddess Isis) appeared to her in 
a dream, telling her to save the child whatever sex it was, 
finishing with the words : “I am the goddess who brings 
help and succour to those who call upon me, nor shall you 
have cause to complain that you have worshipped a thank- 
less deity.” A girl was duly born, but Telethusa pretended 
it was a boy, and Ligdus, being deceived, had it brought 
up as a boy, and named it Iphis. Now Iphis is a name of 
common gender, so Telethusa rejoiced. Time passed, and 
Iphis was betrothed to Ianthe, daughter of Telestes. The 
distraeted mother postponed the marriage as long as pos- 
sible and prayed fervently to Isis. “ The goddess seemed to 
move, nay, moved her altar, the doors of the temple shook, 
her moon-shaped horns shot forth gleams of light, and the 
sistrum rattled noisily.” The omen proved auspicious, and 
lo ! Iphis had become a man. 

The similarity between the above Greek legend and the 
tale of Drupada in the Mahâbhärata and its numerous 
variants is at once noticeable. 

1 See, for example, Apollodorus, Library, Epitome i, 22; Apollonius 
Khodius, Argon, i, 57-64 ; Ovid, Met., xii, 459-5S2 ; Virgil, Aen., vi, 448 et seq. 

2 Ovid, Metamorphoses, ix, 666 et seq. I use the edition in the Loeb 
Classics, by F. J. Miller, vol. ii, pp. 51-61, 1922. 
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Surveying all the tales noted above, we find that the 
“ Change of Sex ” motif is employed in several different 
ways. The question naturally arises as to what originated 
such ideas. Was it the result of the story-tellcrs’ imagina- 
tion, or can the motif find its basis in real religious and 
anthropological beliefs ? 

In Indian folk-lore we find evidence of the actual belief 
in change of sex, quite apart from pretended change of sex 
usually employed as a prophylactic. In the Bombay dis- 
trict it is generally believed among the village inhabitants 
that the performance of certain rites can change sex, as well 
as the incantations of Yogis, and the blessings or curses of 
Mahatmas (Enthoven, Folklore of Bombay, p. 340). 

There are also numerous legends current in different 
parts of India which involve a change of sex. In some cases 
the selection of the tribal deity has its origin in such legends. 
Here are examples of the kind of legends to which I refer. 

At Bateswar (Bateshar), 1 a small place on the right bank 
of the Jumna, forty-three miles south-east from Agra, an 
immense number of temples line the banks of the river for 
over a mile. The local legend regarding these temples is 
that at the time when the first of the line of Bhaduria Räjas 
reigned it was the rule for each Räja to send a princess for 
the seraglio of the Emperor of Delhi. The Bhaduria Räja 
had a daughter, but not wishing to send her to the harem of 
the Delhi king he represented that he had no daughter: the 
other Räjas, who had sent their daughters, were indignant 
at this, and informed the Delhi emperor, who thereupon 
ordered a search to be tnade. In this extremity the daughter 
of the Räja fled alone to Bateswar, and prayed to the Devî 
at the temple to save her from the pollution of a Mohammedan 
seraglio. Her sex was accordingly changed, and she emerged 
from the temple a boy! On this the grateful Räja diverted the 
river and built the temples along its banks which now exist. 

Another version of the story says that one Räja Hara, of 
some place unknown, and Räja Badan, the Bhaduria Räja, 
once made an agreement with each other to marry their 
children should one have a son and the other a daughter. 
Both, however, had daughters, but the Bhaduria Räja con- 
cealed the circumstance, and proclaimed that he had a 
son. Accordingly, in due time, the daughter of Räja Hara 
was married to the supposed son of Bhaduria Räja. The 

1 Cunningham^ Arch. Survey Ind vol. vii, pp. 5, 6. 
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imposition was, however, soon found out, and Räja Hara ad- 
vanced with an army to avenge the injury, when the daughter 
of the Bhaduria Râja, to save her father from the imminent 
danger, determined to die and end the strife. Accordingly she 
jumped into the Jumna : but to the surprise of all, instead of 
drowning, she emerged a boy; and Râja Hara, finding that 
the Bhaduria Râja really had a son to whom his daughter had 
been married, retired pacified. The grateful Bhaduria Râja 
then diverted the Jumna from the spot where his daughter 
had jumped in, and instituted a great annual fair in honour 
of the circumstance, and built those temples all along the 
Jumna which we see now. 

In the Baroda volume of the Gazetteer of the Bombay 
Presidency (vol. vii, 1883, p. 612) we find another legend 
similar to the latter. The Chävada king of Pattan and the 
Solânki king of Käbri resolved on forming a royal alliance. 
But, by evil chance, both kings had daughters; neither had 
a son. Thereupon the Kâbri Râja fraudulently passed off 
his girl as a boy and a marriage was duly celebrated. Difïi- 
culties ensued, and the girl-husband found herself constrained 
to flee from Pattan. In the forest of the Devï she rested a 
while. Her dog [bitch] plunged into a pool, and to the wonder 
of the princess changed her sex on the spot; her mare jumped 
and came forth a stallion ; the princess herself then tried the 
magic of the water, and lo! she, too, changed into a man. 
From that time the Solânki Räjputs followed the Devï. 1 

Among the Dhanwâr, a primitive tribe in the wild country 
of Biläspur adjoining Chota Nâgpur, it is believed that the 
sex of a person may change in transmigration, for male 
children are sometimes named after women relatives and 
female after men. 2 Such a belief is not confined to India, 
as we have already seen in the case of Caeneus. It conforms, 
says Frazer, 3 fco an observation of Plato or Aristotle that the 
sex of a person generally changes at each transmigration of 
his soul into a new body. A similar belief is found among the 
Urabunna and Waramunga tribes of Central Australia. 4 

1 For another version see Enthoven, Folklore of Bombny, pp. 339-340, 
reprinted from Iinl. Ant ., vol. xlv, 1916 , Supp., p. 124. The tale is also told 
of Lake Mänsarovar; see Enthoven, h\d. Ant., vol. xli, 1912 , p. 42. See also 
Crooke, Religion and Folklore of Northem India (new edition), p. 279- 

2 Russell, Tribcs and Castes of the Central Provinces , vol. ii, p. 500. 

3 Apollodorus, vol. ii, p. 150n l . 

4 Spencer and Gillen, Northem Tribes of Central Anstralia , p. 148. 
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We now come to the pretended change of sex. The 
necessity for dressing a boy as a girl and vice versa at certain 
critical times of their life is a well-recognised and strictly 
observed custom not only in India but in the most diverse 
parts of the world. Westermarck 1 and Frazer 2 have given 
abundant examples of such customs, chiefly employed at 
marriage ceremonies in order to avert the Evil Eye and to 
deceive any demons who might attempt to harm either of the 
happy couple at such an auspicious and dangerous time. 

References to the authorities already given will at once 
show that in many countries it is the custom for priests to 
change their sex to all intents and purposes. In the Pelew 
Islands, for example, a man who is inspired by a goddess 
immediately dresses and behaves like a woman for the rest 
of his life. He is, moreover, henceforth treated and actually 
regarded as a woman. This pretended change of sex, says 
Frazer, 3 may explain a widespread custom whereby men dress 
and live like women. He gives numerous references, and 
suggests that such transformations were often earried out in 
obedience to intimations received in dreams or in a state of 
ecstasy. Such inspirations act with both sexes, and many cases 
of women dressing and behaving as men, after having received 
their “ call,” could be given. 4 But apart from worshippers 
seeking to assimilate themselves with their deities, there is also 
the example of the gods themselves to be considered. 

From the early days of the Babylonians and Assyrians 
the sex of deities has been known to undergo change. And 
this change has been dependent on a human anthropological 
change—that from a matriarehate to a patriarchate. Thus, 
whereas the goddess Ishtar of the Babylonians and Assyrians, 
and the ‘Ashtar(t) of the Canaanites, Hebrews and Phceni- 
cians was a divine counterpart of the human matriarch, we 
find that where the laws of society changed, the sex of the 
deity also beeame changed. 5 Thus among the Semites of 

1 History of Human Marriage, vol. ii, p. 518 et seq . 

2 Golden Bough ( Adonis, Attis, Osiris), vol. ii, p. 253 et seq . 

3 Op. cit. } pp. 254, 255. 

4 See my Appendix, “ Indian Eunuchs,” Vol. III, pp. 322 and 327; also 
Crawley, "Dress/* Hastings , Ency. Rel. Eth ., vol. v, p. 71. 

5 See Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semiies , pp. 58, 478; Sayce, 
Bahylonians and Assyrians, p. 240; Paton, “ Ashtart,” and “ Ishtar,” Ency. Rel. 
Eth., vol. ii, p. 115 et seq., and vol. vii, p. 429; Tremearne, Ban of the Bori, 
pp. 418, 419. 
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Southern Arabia she has tumed into the masculine ‘Athtar; 
so also in Abyssinia, Moab and North Africa. 

The change of sex of a deity is usually an etymological 
change, and in some cases both genders apply to a single 
deity representing male and female principles. This re- 
minds us of the Ardhanärïsvara form of Siva and the Greek 
Hermaphroditus. Such religious beliefs, if not the basis of 
similar ideas in folk-tales, at least give assurance of their 
unquestioned reception and use as a fiction motif. 

In conclusion I would quote a passage from Pliny’s 
Naturalis Historia, as showing the beliefs generally held 
and quoted by so eminent a writer of the first century a.d. 
The genuineness of his conviction is surely enhanced when 
we remember that his views of nature and of God were 
undoubtedly Stoic, and that he considered any use of the 
magical arts an act of violence against nature (ii, 114; xxx, 3). 
The passage in question is from Book VII, chapter iii, 
section 4 1 : 

“ The change of females into males is undoubtedly no fable. 
We find it stated in the Annals that, in the consulship of 
P. Licinius Crassus and C. Cassius Longinus [Consuls a.u.c. 
581], a girl, who was living at Casinum with her parents, was 
changed into a boy ; and that, by the command of the 
Aruspices, he was conveyed away to a desert island. Licinius 
Mucianus informs us that he once saw at Argos a person 
whose name was then Arescon, though he had been formerly 
called Arescusa : that this person had been married to a man, 
but that, shortly after, a beard and marks of virility made 
their appearance, upon which he took to himself a wife. He 
had also seen a boy at Smyrna to whom the very same thing 
had happened. I myself saw in Africa one L. Cossicius, a 
citizen of Thysdris, who had been changed into a man the 
very day on which he was married to a husband.” 

In commenting on this passage Bostock says that a 
similar case is mentioned by Ambrose Paré, the great French 
surgeon of the sixteenth century. The subject in question 
was brought up as a girl, but, in consequence of a sudden 
muscular exertion, the organs of the male were developed, 
which had previously been coneealed internally. 2 He con- 
cluded by remarking that most similar cases of a supposed 

1 I quote from the six-volume edition, trans. Bostock and Riley, Bohn’s 
Classical Library, 1885, 1886. 

2 Qf'- Montaigne, Essays, Book I, cap. 20. 
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change of sex are from the female to the male, evidently of 
the kind mentioned by Paré ; that cases of the contrary 
kind have also occurred; and even of the sex being doubt- 
ful, or of both existing together. Modern research, however, 
rather proves that such recorded changes of sex are from the 
male to the female, due to an abnormal development of the 
clitoris. 1 But here we reach the threshold of teratology in 
its most modern and scientific sense, and this is beyond the 
scope of our present inquiry. 

Sufficient has, I think, been already said to show that the 
“ Change of Sex ” motif, which figures in the fifteenth tale 
of the Vetâla, is not to be dismissed as a fantastic invention 
of the story-teller, but is to be regarded as one which has 
ample justification for its existence, having its roots firmly 
embedded in ancient religious beliefs and in the legends and 
rites of many primitive peoples. Modern surgery has only 
shown that apparent change of sex can occur, and has occurred. 
How readily, then, would the unscientific mind be prepared 
to accept such a miracle ! 

The Sacrifice of Jïmütavähana 
(Vetâla 16—pp. 49-63) 

This story has already appeared in Vol. II, p. 138 et seq., 
but here we had two sub-stories included : the first (27a) 
giving the hero’s adventures in a former life, and the second 
(27b) dealing with the dispute about the colour of the sun’s 
horses. 2 Apart from this the two tales are almost identical. 

Tuming to the Hindi version 3 (No. 15) we find that, 
although the story is shorter, there are but few deviations 
—the son offers to go forth and conquer the relations who 
would seize the throne after the “ kalpa-briksh ” has made 
everyone equally rich, but his father points out the frailty 
of the body and both go to the Malyächal hill and live in 
a cottage. There is no incident of Malayavati attempting 
suicide. Details about Garuda are omitted, and when he 

1 See, for instance, R. F. Burton, “ Notes on an Hermaphrodite/ , Mem. 
Anth. Soc. Ldn. y vol. ii, pp. 262-263. For a complete study of the modern 
developments of teratology, see E. Schwalbe, Morpkologie der Missbildungen. 

2 See M. Winternitz, “The Serpent Sacrifice mentioned in the Mahä- 
bhärata ** Journ. Bombay Branch Roy. As. Soc., August 1926, pp. 74-91 
(especially p. 80). 

3 Barker, op. cit., p. 250 et seq. 
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alights to seize his prev, he has to make a second attempt, 
as “ the first time the prince escaped.” It is a bracelet, 
instead of a crest-jewel, which drops at the feet of Jxmüta- 
vähana’s wife. He does not actually die, as in the text of 
Somadeva’s version, but is apparently left in a mangled state, 
to get home as best he can. Although Garuda restores the 
snakes to life, there is no appearance of Gaurï to heal Jîmüta- 
vähana’s wounds. The Vetäla’s question is the same in 
both cases, but the answer is different. In Somadeva the 
king says that the reason why Jïmütavähana’s action was 
not so great as that of Sankhacüda was because he had 
already acquired virtue in previous births, but the Hindi 
version merely says it was because he was of the Kshatriya 
caste, and such an action would be a small matter for him. 

The Tamil version 1 is, as usual, very much abbreviated. 
The story (No. 19) begins straight away with the petition 
to Garuda, whom Babington calls a Brahmany kite. When 
the hero offers himself in place of the proper victim, Garuda 
at once grants him a boon without doing him any harm. 
The question of the Vetäla is : “ Which, therefore, was the 
greater of these two ? ”— i.e. the “ kite ” or the king. The 
reply is : “ The king was a man and understood all things, 
in consequence of which he promised to give up his life. 
The kite was in the habit of feeding on whatever it seized: 
that a charitable thought should come across it, and that it 
should promise to abandon its prey, was the greatest action.” 

A version of the tale occurs in the Sinhäsanadvätrinsika ,* 
where it forms the story of the Eleventh Statuette. 

The following outline, as given by Edgerton, is based on 
the Southern Recension, which comes neaxest to the original 
text. 

WTiile Vikrama was wandering about the earth, he stopped 
once by night under a tree where dwelt a venerable bird 
named Long-lived ( Cirarhjivin). At night his bird-friends 
gathered together, and he asked them about their doings 
during the day. One of them was in great grief this night. 
Being asked to declare the cause, he at first refused, on the 
ground that it would do no good. But being urged, on the 
ground that sorrow is relieved by the telling of it, he told a 
story of a city subject to a Räkshasa, where eaeh household 

1 Babington, op. cit., p. 78 et scq. 

2 See Edgerton, Vikrama’s Advmtures, pt. i, p. lxxxiii. 
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in turn had to give a man a day as food for the Räkshasa. 
The turn had now come to a Brähman, a friend of the speak- 
ing bird in a former birth, who must sacrifice himself or his 
only son. Therefore the bird was grieved, as befits a friend. 
The king, hearing this, went thither by his magic sandals, and 
took his seat upon the sacrificial rock, waiting for the Räk- 
shasa. The Räkshasa came, and was astonished to see his 
cheerful expression, and, leaming that he was giving himself 
for others, offered to grant him any desire. The king obtained 
from him the promise to abstain from eating men henceforth. 

Then there is the tale of the Räkshasa Baka in the 
Mahâbhârata , 1 who protected the town and the country, accept- 
ing as his fee a cartload of rice, two buffaloes, and the human 
being who brought them to him. The turn had now come 
to a poor Brähman who could not afford to buy a man, and 
would not willingly part with any of his family. Accordingly 
he decides to go to the Räkshasa with his whole family. 
Kunti says that one of her sons will go instead, and Bhlma 
willingly agrees to the proposal. He takes the food and 
begins to eat it himself on the way. After a fearful struggle 
he overcomes Baka; and his relatives, other Räkshasas, 
promise never to molest human beings again. 

The Räkshasas soon become dragons; and even in one 
of the Kalmuck tales 2 we read of two such creatures who, 
not satisfied with robbing the people of the water needed for 
irrigation, exacted a yearly toll of a man alternately of high 
and low degree. The turn of the Khan had come, but his son 
goes in his stead. On his way he is joined by a friend of his, 
a poor man’s son, who offers to go in his place. Finally they 
agree to go together, but through overhearing the dragons 
talking about how easily they could be killed, if people only 

1 For full references see Sörensen’s Index, under “ Baka. ,, 

2 Jülg, Siddhi-Kür, No. 2 ; corresponding to Coxwell, Siherian and Other 
Folk-Tales, No. 4>, p. 183 et seq. ; and to Busk, Sagas from the Far East, No. 2, 
p. 18 et seq. In error Tawney thought it was the sarae as Busk’s 5th tale^ 
“ How the Serpent-gods were propitiated/’ but this is also No. 5 of Jülg and 
No. 7 of Coxwell, where it is called “Sunshine and his Younger Brother.” 
The tale tells of a lake guarded by dragons who had to be propitiated yearly 
by a youth born in a certain raonth. The hero and the princess, who has 
fallen in love witli him, are sewn in a skin together and thrown to the dragons. 
They are touched by the rautual love of the couple and set them free, at the 
same time allowing the water to irrigate the land. 
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knew, they manage to overcome them, and the country be- 
comes fruitful once again. The rest of the story is composed 
of a long series of stock motifs introduced one after the other, 
and does not concern us. 

But before going any further into tales dealing with 
human sacrifices necessary for the propitiation of gods, 
dragons, etc., we should look rather closer at our tale of 
Jîmütavähana. 

It has always been regarded as a Buddhist legend of 
ancient date which was utilised by Gunädhya in the Brihat- 
kathä, and also found its way into the Vetâlapanchavirhsati; 
hence it appears twice, although rather differently, in Soma- 
deva. In the first half of the seventh century a.d. it became 
the subject of Harsha's drama, the Nägänanda. 

In order to try to discover the origin of the legend we 
must bear in mind that the chief characters are Nägas, 
Garuda and the hero who saves the former from destruction. 

Now, in a paper on the Nägas, 1 C. F. Oldham points out 
that in most of the temples dedicated to Vâsuki (king of 
the snakes, often mentioned in the Ocean), or Bäsdeo, in the 
Chenab Valley there is, besides the figure of the Näga Räja, 
a representation of his Vezier, who is called Jîmötavähana. 
Legend says that Bäsdeo was engaged in war with Garuda, 
and that, on one occasion, the Näga chief was surprised by 
the enemy and had a narrow escape. In fact, he was saved 
only by the devotion of his minister, who gave his own life 
to save that of his master. This probably means that 
Jïmütavâhana was killed in covering the retreat of the Râja. 
Bâsdeo escaped to the Kailâs Künd, a mountain lake some 
13,000 feet above the sea, between the Chenab and Râvi 
valleys. Meantime an army was raised, by which Garuda 
was defeated. The Nâga Râja, in his gratitude, ordered 
that in future Jïmütavâhana should be worshipped in the 
same temple w'ith himself. It would seem from this that 
Väsuki, like other Solar kings, received divine honours during 
his lifetime. 

The legend just referred to seems to relate to some of the 
struggles between the unregenerate and the Aryanised tribes. 
It is probably founded on fact. At all events, a great 
festivaî is held annually at the Kailäs Künd, which is attended 
by all the population of the surrounding country. 

1 “ The Nägas : a Contribution to the History of Serpent Worship ” 
Journ. Roi/. As. Soc ., July 1901, pp. 461*473, with seven illustrations. 
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The fact that Harsha (i.e. Sïläditya Harshavardhana, 
Räja of Thänesar and Kanauj, a.d. 606-647 x ) wrote a drama 
based on the legend must have added greatly to its dis- 
semination, especially when we remember that Hiuen Tsiang 
spent about eight years (635-643) in his dominions. It is 
related by I-Tsing, who lived about a.d. 670, that Harsha 
kept all the best writers, especially poets, at his court, and 
that he used to join in the literary recitals personally. He 
would täke the part of Jîmütavähana in his own play amid 
the sound of song and instrumental music . 1 2 It is also in- 
teresting to note that a version of our tale is related by Hiuen 
Tsiang about a great river (the Karakash, or possibly the 
Khotan-däria) flowing 200 li or so south-east of K’iu-sa-ta-na 
(Khotan, Eastern Chinese Turkestan). 

The story tells how the people took advantage of the 
river to irrigate their lands, but after a time the waters 
ceased to flow. Having inquired the reason from an Arhat, 
the king learned that the stoppage was caused by a dragon, 
and that the offering of sacrifices and prayers would cause 
the water to flow again. The king acted accordingly, when 
a woman emerged from the stream, saying that her husband 
had just died, and that without a lord to issue orders the 
current of the stream would remain arrested. If, however, 
she obtained one of the king’s ministers as a second husband, 
all would be well. The king returned to the royal apart- 
ments and informed the ministers of what had happened. 
One of the chief ministers volunteered to save the country, 
and after due rejoicings entered the river clad in white and 
riding a white horse; but as he advanced into the stream he 
did not sink, and whipping it with his lash the water opened 
and he disappeared. Shortly afterwards the white horse 
came up alone and floated on the water, carrying on his back 

1 See V. A. Smith, Early History of India, 1904, pp. 282-302; ditto, 
Oxford History of India, 2nd edit., 1923, pp. 165-171 ; and R. Mookerji, 
Harsha, Rulers of India Series, Ldn., 1926, p. 152 et seq . 

2 See S. Beal, Buddkist Records of the Western World (Hiuen Tsiang)^ 
vol. i, p. 210tt 18 ; and A. B. Keith, Sanskrit Drama , 1924, pp. 170, 171. The 
Nägänanda has been translated with a metricai version of Somadeva's tale (from 
chap. xxii, not chap. xc) by B. Hale Wortham. The latter, with a metrical 
version of the story of Hariéarman (see Ocean , Vol. III, p. 77 et seq .), appeared 
in Journ . Roy. As . Soc ., vol. xviii, 1886, p. 1 et seq. Numerous native editions, 
translations and partial translations will be found catalogued in the new 
Supplement to the Catalogue of Sanskrit . . . Books , Brit. Mus., 1926. 
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a great sandalwood drum, in which was a letter saying that 
all was well with the minister, and that the drum was sent 
for the king to suspend at the south-east of the city; if an 
enemy approached, it would begin to roll. The river started 
to flow in its accustomed manner, and the country was pros- 
perous once again. “ Many years and months have elapsed 
since then,” says Hiuen Tsiang in conclusion, “and the place 
where the dragon-drum was hung has long since disappeared, 
but the ruined convent by the side of the drum-lake still remains, 
but it has no priests and is deserted.” 1 

Before speaking of the numerous variants of our story 
in the West, I would draw attention to a very curious and 
interesting tale from the Japanese, Ko-ji-ki. The great im- 
portance of this work lies in the fact that “ it has preserved 
for us more faithfully than any other book the mythology, 
the manners, the language and the traditional history of 
Ancient Japan.” It marks the point of the great change 
in the history not only of Japanese literature but of Japan as 
a whole. I refer, of course, to the great influence of Chinese 
civilisation and literature. The date of the completion of 
the Ko-ji-ki was a.d. 712, and although Buddhism had 
reached Japan, via China and Korea, by a.d. 538, it appears 
to owe nothing to its introduction. The sole object of the 
work as originally proposed by the Emperor Temmu (673-686) 
was to collect together the annals of the chief families of 
Japan, before they were covered by the dust of oblivion. 
The following story, therefore, is of undoubted interest. The 
translation is that made by B. H. Chamberlain in 1882. 2 It 
forms section xviii and is called “ The Eight-forked Serpent ” : 

So, having been expelled, [His-Swift-Impetuous-Male- 
Augustness] descended to a place [called] Tori-Kami at the 
head-waters of the River Hi in the Land of Idzumo. At 
this time some chop-sticks came floating down the stream. 
So His-Swift-Impetuous-Male-Augustness, thinking that there 
must be people at the head-waters of the river, went up it 
in quest of them, when he came upon an old man and an 
old woman—two of them—who had a young girl between 
them, and were weeping. Then he deigned to ask : “ Wlio 
are ye ? ” So the old man replied, saying : “ I am called 
an Earthly Deity, a child of the Deity Great-Mountain- 

1 Beal, op. cit., vol. ii, pp. 320-322. 

2 Trans. As. Soc. Japan , voî. x : Supplement, reprinted February 1920 . 
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Possessor. I am called by the name of Foot-Stroking-Elder, 
my wife is called by the name of Hand-Stroking Elder, and 
my daughter is called by the name of Wondrous-Inada- 
Princess.” Again he asked: “ What is the cause of your 
crying ? ” The old man answered, saying : “I had origin- 
ally eight young girls as daughters. But the eight-forked 
serpent of Koshi has come every year and devoured one, and 
it is now its time to come: wherefore I weep.” Then he 
asked him: “ What is its form like ? ” [The old man] 
answered, saying : “ Its eyes are like akahagachi [the winter- 
cherry], it has one body with eight heads and eight tails. 
Moreover on its body grows moss, and also chamcecyparis 
[a coniferous tree] and cryptomerias. Its length extends 
over eight valleys and eight hills, and if one looks at its belly 
it is all constantly bloody and inflamed.” Then His-Swift- 
Impetuous-Male-Augustness said to the old man : “ If this 
be thy daughter, wilt thou offer her to me ? ” He replied, 
saying : “ With reverence, but I know not thine august 

name.” Then he replied, saying : “I am elder brother to 
the Heaven-Shining-Great-August-Deity. So I have now 
descended from Heaven.” Then the Deities Foot-Stroking- 
Elder and Hand-Stroking-Elder said : “ If that be so, with 
reverence will we offer her to thee.” So His-Swift-Impetuous 
Male-Augustness, at once taking and changing the young 
girl into a multitudinous and close-toothed comb, which he 
stuck into his august hair-bunch, said to the Deities Foot- 
Stroking-Elder and Hand-Stroking-Elder : “ Do you distil 
some eightfold refined liquor. Also make a fence round 
about. In that fence make eight gates; at each gate tie 
together eight platforms, on each platform put a liquor- 
vat, and into each vat pour the eightfold refined liquor, 
and wait.” So as they waited, after having thus prepared 
everything in accordance with his bidding, the eight-forked 
serpent came truly as the old man had said, and immediately 
dipped a head into each vat, and drank the liquor. There- 
upon it was intoxicated with drinking, and all the heads lay 
down and slept. Then His-Swift-Impetuous-Male-Augustness 
drew the ten-grasp sabre, that was augustly girded on him, 
and cut the serpent in pieces, so that the River Hi flowed on 
changed into a river of blood. . . . 

We leave the East, and on arriving in Europe find the 
story of a hero sacrificing himself or endangering his life for 
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that of some hapless person whose turn it is to be destroyed 
by a monster. So extensive is the cycle in European folk- 
tales that many volumes would be required to give them all. 
E. S. Hartland 1 has already written three volumes on the 
subject, and he has far from exhausted the variants, still less 
has he discussed all possible sources of the motif. Frazer 
also has given us a useful list of forty-one different versions, 
the first five of which are all from ancient Greek mythology . 2 
He has added to this list in the Golden Bough , 3 and discusses 
the possible origin of the custom of sacrifices to water-spirits. 
Following his usual style he brings together a large number 
of customs from all parts of the world showing various aspects 
of the worship of water-spirits. 

Their conception as serpents or dragons is widespread, 
and in many cases animal or human sacrifices are needed as 
an offering. In other cases they are looked upon as kindly 
disposed to humans and the dispensers of fertility. They 
bestow offspring on barren women, and, in Greek mythology 
especially, we meet with similar ideas of the procreative 
power of water. Marriages of human beings of both sexes 
to water-deities are continually found—a motif which appears 
to be based partly on the idea that a cruel god must be paci- 
fied, and partly on the belief of sympathetic magic—the 
generative act would be sure to produce fertility in the earth 
and among both men and animals. It will thus be seen that 
it would be mere folly to attempt to attribute such a wide- 
spread motif to any one origin. The customs marshalled for 
us by Frazer certainly show certain definite lines of belief 
which have a distinct connection with, or which may be 
looked upon as variants of, the story under consideration. 

At the same time the origin of a Buddhist legend may 
well rest on true historical fact, far back in the dim ages of 
the early struggles between the Aryans and the dark-skinned 
races they encountered in their migration through Northern 
India. 

1 The Legend of Perseus, 3 vols., 1894-1896. 

2 Pausanias*s Description of Greece, vol. v, pp. 143-144. 

3 Vol. ii (The Magic Art), pp. 155-170. 
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The Beautiful Unmädinï 
( Vetäla 17—pp. 66-70) 

The Hindi version 1 (No. 16) differs but little from our 
text. During the argument between the king and his 
commander-in-chief, the latter threatens to turn Unmädinï 
into a prostitute, so that she can no longer be regarded as his 
wife. Then he will lead her to the palace. The king promises 
punishment if such a step is taken. Finally, both the 
husband and his wife throw themselves on a funeral pyre. 
The question that follows is naturally : “ Of these three, 
whose was the greatest virtue ? ” The answer is as in 
Somadeva. 

The Tamil version 2 (No. 20) is much abbreviated. The 
king sends for a “ soothsayer,” who examines the girl’s 
horoscope, apparently without any deception, and reports 
that if he married her he would lose his kingdom. The 
tale then ends in a few lines. The king’s action is considered 
the noblest, as in the other versions. 

It occurs as No. 26 in the Persian Tüti-nämah. 3 Here 
the discussion about the moral aspect of the situation is 
carried on in the presence of the counsellors only, and the 
king is the only one who dies. In the Turkish Tüti-nämah 4 
it is not the father, but a procuress, who first offers the girl 
to the king. The girl also dies on hearing of the king’s 
death. 

As compared with the early versions of our story in Bud- 
dhist literature, that of Somadeva is decidedly condensed. 

In the Päli Jätaka 6 the lady’s name is Ummadantï, the 
beautiful daughter of a rich merchant named Tirîtavaccha. 
On his offering her to the king, he sends Brähmans to see 
if she has auspicious marks. The effect of her presence on 
the Brähmans is amazing. On catching sight of her, they 
completely lost their self-control, just as if they were in- 
toxicated with passion, and forgot that they had left their 
meal unfinished. Some of them took a morsel, and thinking 
they would eat it put it on their heads. Some let it fall on 

1 Barker, op. cit ., p. 271 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit., p. 81 et seq. 

3 Iken, op. cit., p. 109. 

4 Rosen, op. cit. } vol. ii, p. 191, and Wickerhauser, op. cit., p. 253. See 
also Oesterley, op. cit., pp. 207, 208. 

5 Cambridge edition, No. 527, vol. v, 1905, p. 108. 
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their hips. Others threw it against the wall. Everyone was 
beside himself. When she saw them thus she said, “They 
tell me these fellows are to test the character of my marks,” 
and she ordered them to be taken by the scruff of their 
necks and thrust out. And they were sorely annoyed, and 
returned to the palace in a great rage with Ummadantî, 
and they said : “ Sire, this woman is no mate for you ; she 
is a witch.” The king thought, “ They tell me she is a 
witch,” and he did not send for her. She is accordingly 
married to Ahipäraka, a high court official. 

At this point the story is interrupted by our being told 
how the girl had become so beautiful, and her actions in a 
previous birth are recounted. 

The tale continues. Ahipäraka warns his wife not to show 
herself during the coming Kattika festival, when the king is 
sure to be near the house. But this is the very chance the 
slighted Ummadantï has been waiting for, and she makes her 
plans accordingly. 

At night the town is en fête, and the king rides in a 
magnificent car through the streets. As he approaches 
the house, Ummadantï throws flowers at the king, and on 
catching sight of her he is unable to continue the procession. 
He discovers her name, returns to his palace, and lies like 
“ a mad, haunted man ” on his couch, saying: 

“A lily maid, with eyes soft as a doe’s, 

In the full moon’s clear light before me rose, 

Beholding her in robe of dovelike hue, 

Methought two moons at once came into view. 

Darting one glance from her bright, lovely eyes, 

The temptress took me captive by surprise, 

Like woodland elf upon some mountain height, 

Her graceful motion won my heart at sight. 

So dark and tall and fair the maid, with jewels in her ears, 
Clad in a single garment, like a timid doe, appears. 

With long-tressed hair and nails all stainêd red, 

O’er her soft arms rich sandal essence shed, 

With tapering fingers and a gracious air, 

When will she smile on me, my charmer fair ? 
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When will Tiriti’s slender-waisted maid, 

A gold adornment on her breast displayed, 

With her soft arms embracing cling to me, 

E’en as a creeper to some forest tree ? 

When will she stained with dye of lac so bright, 

With swelling bosom, maiden lily-white, 

Exchange a kiss with me, as oft a glass 
Will from one toper to another pass ? 

Soon as I saw her standing thus, so fair to outward view, 

No longer master of myself, reason away I threw. 

When Ummadantî I beheld, with jewelled ear-rings bright, 
Like one amerced right heavily, I slept not day nor night. 

Should Sakka grant a boon to me, my choice were quickly 
ta’en, 

I would be Ahipäraka one night or haply twain, 

And Ummadantï thus enjoyed, he might o’er Sivi reign.” 

Ahipâraka is aghast at the condition of the king and does 
all in his power to make him accept her. A long series of 
stanzas follows, repeated alternately between the king and 
Ahipäraka, until finally the right mode of action is borne upon 
the king, and he overcomes his infatuation. 

The story also occurs at length in the Jätaka-mälä, 1 and 
follows the Päli version fairly closely. The occasion of the 
girl’s revenge is during the Kaumudï festival, which appar- 
ently begins in the daytime, for we have a fine description 
of the town: “ Its streets and squares had been sprinkled 
and cleansed ; their white ground was strewed with many- 
coloured flowers : gay flags and banners were floating aloft; 
everywhere there was dancing and singing, representations 
of burlesques, ballets and music; the mingled scents of 
flowers, incense, odoriferous powders, perfumes, garlands, 
strong liquors, also of the perfumed water and the ointments 
used in ablutions, filled the air with fragrance; lovely articles 
were being exposed for sale; the principal streets were 
thronged by a merry crowd of townsmen and landsmen in 
their best dress.” 

1 J. S. Speyer, G ätakamäJä, Sacred Books of the Buddhists, vol. i, 1895, 
No. 13, p. 114 et seq. 
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The ending is slightly different. The minister is appeased 
by the unwavering constancy of the king, and pours praises on 
such a virtuous ruier. 

In fact, in all Buddhist versions the endings are merely 
moralistic, and only in the Hindu versions do we get the 
dramatic sequel. Cf. also the version in the Burmese collec- 
tion, Buddhaghoshcis Parables (Story of the Rahandama 
Uppalavannä). 

Reference should also be made to an interesting passage 
in Kalhana’s Räjataranginï 1 (Book IY, verses 17-37). Here 
we read of Durlabhaka-Pratäpäditya II who fell violently 
in love with a rich merchant’s wife: “ Though he had not 
touched her, he felt as if she, who was like the nectar of 
bliss, were fixed [in him] even to the very marrow.” 

For long he fights against his all-consuming passion, but 
his illness grows on him until he is near to death. The 
merchant begs the king to accept his wife, and adds that if 
he still refuses he will put her in a temple as a dancing-girl, 
whence she can easily be removed. At last the king gives 
in and marries the object of his passion, who in time bears 
him three children. 


The Brähman’ s Son who failed to acquire the Magic Power 

(Vetäla 18—pp. 71-77) 

In the|Hindi version 1 2 the tale (No. 17) is considerably 
abbreviated. We get no details of the gambling at all. The 
Brähman’s son, here called Gunäkar, is quite willing to eat 
any food the ascetic has to offer, until he sees it is prepared 
in a human skull. It is a Yakshinï who produces the illusion 
of the palace. She stays with him during the night, and in 
the morning he wants to acquire possession of the Science. 
He is told that in order to do this he must sit at midnight 
in the middle of the water for forty days. This Gunäkar 
accomplishes, and is then told to do the same in fire. He 
gets leave to visit his family, but on returning completes the 
ordeal. As in our version, the object is not gained owing to 
instability of mind and intention. 

1 Stein, vol. i, p. 122. 

2 Barker, op . cit, } p. 285 et seq. On p. 290 the first line of the footnote 
translation is in its wrong place and should be moved to the same position on 
p. 289. 
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In the Tamil version 1 (No. 13) the tale is reduced to a 
mere précis, and the incidents are either omitted or so altered 
that the whole point of the story is lost. The Brähman is 
represented as dying of hunger when a “ devotee ” rescues 
him by offering him rice, which he eats till he is satisfied. 
Then, without his even asking, the ascetic instructs him in 
magic. The Brähman goes to bathe and sees a vision of a 
child standing before him. On finishing his bathe he returns 
to the ascetic and explains that the vision lasted only while 
his head was under the water. This completes the story. 
To the Vetäla’s question the king answers that such magical 
deeds can be accomplished only by those bent on bestowing 
charitv to Brähmans. 

Apart from the obvious moral contained in our story, the 
only incident worth noticing 2 is the illusion produced when 
immersed in water, both as to place and the passing of time. 

When dealing with the “ Change of Sex ” motif in 
Vetäla 15, I quoted (p. 225) a story from the Nights in which 
a vizier plunges into a cauldron, and, in the few minutes 
that his head is covered by the water, imagines, by the power 
of illusion, that he has spent many years as a woman in 
a fisherman’s hut. In a note on p. 224 I mentioned that 
Lane heard a similar tale in Cairo. The tale in question 
concerned the means by which a certain Sultan, who scoffed 
at the story of the Mi‘räj, or Ascension of Muhammed, was 
finally converted to the Faith. It was obviously an abbre- 
viated account of the widely circulated tale which found its 
way into the Forty Vazïrs, and so appears in the collections 
of Pétis de la Croix 3 and Cazotte and Chavis. 4 It is of con- 
siderable interest as a later variant of our Indian original, 
particularly because of the use to which the motif has been 
put. 

Before speaking of the possible origin of such illusions 
as to time and place I will give such portions of the tale as 
concern our inquiry. I borrow from Gibb’s translation of the 
Forty Vazirs, p. 16 et seq. The tale forms the First Vazïr’s 
story : 

1 Babington, op. cit ., pp. 64, 65. 

2 I have already (Voî. II, pp. 231 n 1 , 232n) given a note on gambling 
to No. 29 d, “ Devadatta the Gambler, ,, which commences like the Vetäla’s 
18th tale. 

3 Histoire de la Saltane de Perse , et des Visirs. Contes Turcs , Paris, 1707. 

4 Cabinet des Fées , vols. xxxviii-xli, Paris, 1788-1793. 
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“ One day the doctors of the law were assembled in the 
council of the King of Egypt and were talking over the details 
of the Ascension. They said : ‘ The Most Noble Apostle 
made the Ascension, and God Most High showed him the 
Seven Heavens, the Eight Paradises, and the Seven Hells, 
and spake with him ninety thousand words ; and when he 
returned to his place he found his bed still warm, and the 
water had not wholly run out of an ewer which had been 
upset beside him, so he straightway raised the ewer from the 
ground.’ The King of Egypt marvelled thereat and said : 
‘ These words which ye speak are remote from reason : the 
depth of each of the Seven Heavens is a five-hundred-years’ 
journey, and the distance between each is a five-hundred-years’ 
journey, yet ye say that he traversed the Heavens, and the 
Eight Paradises, and the Seven Hells, and conversed to the 
extent of ninety thousand words and came back again and 
found his bed warm and his ewer not empty—that is remote 
from reason.’ Although they insisted with him that God Most 
High was almighty, it was in vain. When the assembly broke 
up, news of this reached Sheykh Shihäb-ud-Din.” 

He hastened to the king’s presence, and through the 
power of illusion, by merely opening and shutting windows, 
displayed in turn an army, the city in flames, the Nile over- 
flowing its banks, and a garden like unto Paradise. The tale 
then continues : 

“ The sheykh let open again the shut windows, and nothing 
was visible. Then he bade bring a tub and fill it with water ; 
and the king told them to obey, so they brought it. The 
sheykh said : ‘ O King, hold about thee a towel, and plunge 
once into this water, then come out and sit down, and I will 
show thee a wonder.’ Then the king held about him a 
towel and went into the tub and plunged in it, and when he 
put out his head he saw himself on the skirt of a trackless 
mountain by the seashore. Then was the king bewildered, 
and he cried : ‘ Dost thou see ? The sheykh, he has by 
magic cast me into the desert and seized my throne ! ’ Thus 
thinking, he looked about and saw some persons cutting 
wood on the mountain. He went up to them and saluted 
them, and they returned the salute, and asked : ‘ What man 
art thou ? ’ The king said : ‘ I am a merchant. The ship 
in which I was sank in the sea; I laid hold of a plank and was 
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saved, and am come here.’ Then had they compassion on 
him, and each of them gave him some old garment, and they 
clothed him. The king said to them : ‘ Who are ye and 
whence are ye ? ’ They replied : ‘ Behind this mountain 
is a city; we belong to it.’ Then the king went with them 
to that city, and while he was wandering through the bazaar 
he happened on the shop of an aged farrier. The farrier 
said to him : ‘ O youth, whence art thou come ? ’ And 
the king again declared that he was a merchant whose ship 
had sunk, and that he had managed to save himself; and 
he asked for advice. The old man said : ‘ As thou art a 
stranger, go sit at the door of the bath, and ask of every 
woman that comes out if she have a husband, and according 
to the custom of the city, whatsoever woman says to thee 
that she has no husband shall be thy wife.’ So the poor 
king went and sat at the door of the bath and asked the 
ladies that came out; but they each answered, ‘ I have a 
husband,’ and went away. Of a sudden a lady attended by 
several servants came out, and when he said to her, ‘ Hast 
thou a husband ? ’ she replied, * No,’ and passed on. After- 
ward one of that lady’s servants returned and took the king 
and brought him to her. She said, ‘ By the eommand of 
God I am become thy wife ’; and the king was thankful for 
that event. He lived seven years with that lady and had 
two sons and a daughter. At length all her means were 
used up and they had nothing left to eat, and the lady said 
to him : ‘ O man, go earn something, that we and our chil- 
dren may live.’ Then the king was sad, and he went to the 
farrier and told him how things stood with him, and the 
farrier asked him if he knew any trade. The king replied 
that he knew none, so the farrier put a few pence into his 
hand and said : ‘ Go buy a rope and sit among the porters, 
and he whose load thou carriest will give thee two or three 
pence, and so thou shalt live.’ The king did as the farrier 
told him, and, having no other resource, was for some days 
a porter and carried loads. When he took up the loads the 
rope would cut his shoulders, and he would think on the 
estate he had enjoyed and weep. One day, while strolling 
along, he came upon the seashore. Now ablution had be- 
eome necessary for the king, so he went into the water and 
plunged in it, and when he put his head out he beheld him- 
self in his own palace, and the sheykh was sitting looking 
at him. . . .” 
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In a note at this point Gibb states that the trick of 
making one imagine that he has in a few seconds experienced 
adventures that seem to have lasted over a long period 
appears to have been a favourite one with the dervishes. 
Several instances of it occur in the tales of ‘Alî ‘Aziz that 
he has published under the title of The Story of Jewäd (see, 
e.g., pp. 29, 30). “It may have been effected,” says Gibb, 
“ by means of some intoxicating preparation like hashïsh.” 

I believe that he has really hit upon the true origin of 
such tales, and consequently I have looked for descriptions 
of the effect of hashîsh which exhibit such phenomena as 
shown in our text. 

In the second article, under the title of “ Les Poisons de 
l’Intelligence,” Bevue des Deux Mondes, March 1877, p. 816 
et seq., M. Charles Richet deals with “ Le Hachich—L’Opium 
—Le Café.” In describing the effect of hashîsh he points 
out how completely all idea of place and time is lost: 

“ Le temps paraît d’une longueur démesurée. Entre deux 
idées nettement con^ues, on croît en concevoir une infinité 
d’autres, mal déterminées et incomplêtes, dont on a une 
conscience vague, mais qui remplissent d’admiration par 
leur nombre et leur étendue. II semble donc que ces idées 
sont innombrables, et, comme le temps n’est mesuré que par 
le souvenir des idées, le temps paraît prodigieusement long. 
Par example, imaginons, comme c’est le cas pour le hachich, 
que dans l’espace d’une seconde nous concevions cinquante 
pensées diffêrentes; comme en général pour concevoir 
cinquante pensées différentes il faut plusieurs minutes, il nous 
semblera que plusieurs minutes se sont passées, et ce n’est 
qu’en faisant â l’inflexible horloge qui nous marque les heures 
la constatation réguliêre du temps écoulé que nous nous 
apercevrons de notre erreur. Avec le hachich, Ia notion du 
temps est complêtement bouleversée, les secondes sont des 
années et les minutes des siêcles. . . .” 

Everything seen tends to be extraordinarily exaggerated: 
an ordinary staircase appears as a flight of steps leading to 
the heavens, a small stream becomes a great sea, a single 
soldier is a mighty army, the slightest noise is like a crash of 
thunder. The senses of appreciation are strangely affected. 
Thus a discordant sound seems like celestial music, the most 
commonplace garden becomes a heavenly Nandana surpass- 
ing mortal description. Finally, as the effect of the drug 
loses its hold, if an overdose has not been taken, the memory 
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is not impaired, and all the experiences seen and felt can be 
described in detail. 

With regard to the drug making people insensible to heat, 
Burton notes ( Nights , vol. iii, p. Oln 1 ) its use among stokers. 
Herklots gives a description of the numerous preparations of 
the drug. 1 

Doubtless an extensive bibliography could be made on 
hashîsh and its effects, 2 but the above is quite sufficient for 
our purposes, as it shows beyond a doubt that the reports of 
hashîsh-takers are quite sufficient to give rise to a story such 
as we have been considering above. 

The Thiefs Son 
(Vetäla 19—pp. 78-85) 

The Hindi version 3 (No. 18) commences as in our text, but 
after the thief has been married by the daughter’s circum- 
ambulation of the stake four times, he asks the mother 
to deliver her over to a handsome Brähman and offer him 
five hundred gold muhars. Thus a son will be born. The 
daughter, by name Mohanî, soon sees a Brâhman who 
attracts her, and the mother offers him a hundred ashrafïs 
if he will spend the night with Mohanï and give her a son. 
There is no question of marriage, and the courtesan does 
not appear. The story then continues: 

He agreed to remain. As they were conversing, night 
came on. She set before him a sumptuous supper. It is a 
true proverb that enjoyment is of eight kinds : first, per- 
fume; second, woman; third, dress; fourth, singing; 
fifth, betel; sixth, food; seventh, the couch ; and eighth, 
omaments ; and all these were now at hand. 

When three hours were passed, he went into the chamber 
destined for voluptuous enjoyment, and the whole night 
passed in pleasure. When morning came, he went home ; 
and she, arising, carae to her companions. One of them 
asked her what pleasure she had had with her lover. She 
replied : “ When I went and sat near him, I felt a palpitation 
in my frame; but when, smiling and looking lovingly, he 

1 Qänün-i-Isläm, new edition, Crooke, 1921, p. 326 et seq. 

2 See Watt, Dictionari/ of the Economic Products of India, vol. ii, p. 103 et seq 
and the numerous references given. The latest work on the subject I have 
seen is Jules Giraud, Testaments d y un Haschischéen, Paris [1913]. 

3 Barker, op. cit., p. 295 et seq. 
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took my hand, he quite overcame me, and I know not what 
afterwards happened.” It has been said that a woman for- 
gets not either in this or any other birth a husband who is 
illustrious, or brave, or clever, or a chief, or generous, or who 
protects his wife. The result was that she became pregnant; 
and when her time was accomplished, a boy was born. On 
the sixth night after her delivery his mother beheld in a 
vision a Yog! with matted hair, a shining moon on his fore- 
head, ashes of cow-dung rubbed over his body, having a 
white Brähmanical thread ; sitting upon an äsan of white 
lotuses, with a necklace of human heads round his neck, and 
a bandlet of white serpents thrown over his shoulders, holding 
a shell in one hand, and in the other a trident, assuming a 
very frightful form, he appeared before her, saying : “ To- 
morrow, at midnight, put this child, together with a purse 
of a thousand gold muhars, in a large basket, and place it 
at the gate of the palace.” When she awoke in the morning 
she narrated the dream to her mother, detailing all the circum- 
stances. The mother, next day, did as had been suggested. 

The remainder of the tale follows Somadeva, but in a 
much abbreviated form, details of the pilgrimage to Gayä 
being entirely absent. The question and answer are the 
same. 

The story is not found in the Tamil version, and another 
tale altogether has been substituted. 1 

In Sivadâsa’s recension Dhanavatï does not bump into 
the thief at all, but speaks to him out of idle curiosity. There 
are also a few other trifling differences. See further Oesterley, 
op. cit., p. 209. 

The story is not a very interesting one from the point of 
view of annotation, the only motif (already noticed on pp. 81w, 
82 îî) being a variant of the “ exposed child.” 

The Brâhman Boy who ojfered himself up to save the Life 

of the King 

(Vetäla 20—pp. 87-97) 

The Hindi version 2 (No. 19) is more abbreviated than 
that in Somadeva, but certain incidents are fuller. Thus 
the hermit, after reproving the king for indulging in the vice 
of hunting, quotes the following from the Dharma-sästras 

1 Babington, op. cit., pp. 85-86. 

2 Barker, op. cit., p. 311 et seq. 
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as particularly applicable to the case in point: “ Austere 
devotion is not equal to a forgiving spirit, nor is pleasure 
so desirable as content, nor wealth as friendship, nor justice 
as mercy. He who is zealous in the discharge of his religious 
duties, and who has attained wealth, good qualities, knowledge, 
celebrity and influence, who knows no pride, is contented with 
his own wife, and is truthful, will obtain final emancipation 
and absorption ; and he who slays devotees with matted 
hair, and those who are without clothing, and the inoffensive, 
will at death descend into hell. And the monarch who does 
not punish the oppressor of his people will also suffer the 
torments of Naraka. And he who has intercourse with a 
king’s wife, or his friend’s wife, or a maiden, or a woman 
in advanced pregnancy, will surely fall into the nethermost 
hell.” The hermit marries his daughter to the king by the 
gändharva form of marriage. The adventure with the demon 
occurs at midnight, and not on the following morning. No 
reason at all is given as to why the demon is so angry, and 
he says immediately, “ O King, I will devour thy wife! ” 
and then continues, “ If thou wilt cut off Avith thine own 
hand the head of a Brähman’s son of seven years of age, and 
give it me, I will not devour her.” Neither the king himself 
nor his court is in any way implicated. The golden image 
is taken to the cross-roads, and on the third day a poor Brâh- 
man decides to sacrifice one of his three sons. He discusses 
the matter with his wife : he will not give up the eldest, she 
will not sacrifice the youngest. The second son, hearing the 
argument, offers himself accordingly. There is nothing about 
the parents holding the boy down while he is killed. The 
important difference is that the boy first laughed and then 
cried. But this appears to be a mistake, for the question 
of the Vetäla is merely : “ Why did the boy laugh ? ” The 
king’s reply is the same as in Somadeva. 

In both the original recensions of Sivadäsa and the Tamil 
version the boy only laughs, and for exactly the same reason 
as in our present text. 

The Tamil version 1 (No. 21) has been reduced to a single 
page, and is devoid of all interest or importance. 

The tale contains two distinct motifs , the first being that 
of “ Self-Sacrifice ” and the second the “ Laugh.” 

1 Babington, op. cit., pp. 82-83. I fail to understand Bloomfield’s note in 
Journ. Atner . Orient . Soc., vol. xxxvi, p. 83, where lie says the story occurs in no 
version except the Tamil. 
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With the first of these we are already well acquainted. 
It has always been a great factor in Buddhist legends, as we 
have seen from the story of Jïmütavähana. And is it not 
the foundation-stone on which the whole edifice of Chris- 
tianity has been built ? In the story of Vïravara (Vol. VI, 
p. 191 et seq.) we had another striking example of the motif, 
and my notes on pp. 272 and 273 of the same volume supplied 
many analogues. 

Without discussing the subject further, we can at once 
pass on to the variant of our story found in Dr Behrnauer’s 
translation 1 of the Dresden MS. of the Forty Vazïrs. Here 
we read of a king from whose foot issued a wasting sweat, for 
the cure of which no remedy could be found. The assembled 
physicians came to the conclusion that the only way to save 
him was for the body of an Indian boy to be split open, and 
the king’s foot thrust into the wound. After the boy had 
been duly procured and was about to be split open, he began 
to laugh, and on being asked the reason, replied in a similar 
strain as in our text, but concluded with the following words : 

“. . . Now, indeed, my parents sell me to the king, and he 
is about to kill me for the healing of his pain, so that thereby 
he may be delivered in this present life ; but what will he 
say in that other world in his justification before the Majesty 
of the Most High ? Now have I found no tenderness in my 
mother, nor any affection in my father, nor yet any justice 
or equity in the king; whom then shall I implore ? I fly 
for refuge to that God who is an almighty Avenger : for all 
the injustice wrought against me, He will surely take me in 
charge, and cause to be bestowed on me my full right! ” 

At this the king was filled with fear and shame, and, re- 
leasing the boy, warm tears fell from his eyes. The physicians 
thereupon restored the king to health by rubbing his foot 
with the tears. No mention is made of fashioning a golden 
image in the likeness of the boy. In the Bengali version of 
the Vikrama-charita , 2 however, a rich man makes a golden 

1 Die Viersig Veziere oder Weisen Meister, ein altmorgenl'dndischer Sittenroman 
aus dem Tiirkischen iiberlragen von Dr. fValter Fr. Adolf Behmauer, Leipzig, 1851. 
See also Gibb’s translation, p. 405, and Chauvin, op. cit., viii, p. 179, for several 
analogues. 

2 This version, usually known as the Vararuchi Recension, is ignored by 
Edgerton in his Vikrama’s Adventures, as being secondary to the Jainistic 
Recension, and of no importance in the reconstruction of the original text. 
See Benfey, Pantscliatantrn, vol. i, p. 109 . 
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statue, offering it to anyone who is willing to sacrifice himself. 
Vikrama agrees, and cuts off his head, but is healed by the 
goddess. 

We now come to the second motif in our story, that of 
the “ Laugh.” Of all methods of expressing human feeling 
or emotion, often sudden and unexpected, none is so general 
as laughter. 1 Certainly people weep for joy as well as for 
sorrow, but a laugh may be actuated by feelings of almost 
unlimited scope. The very act of laughing arouses curiosity 
in others, partly, I suppose, because of the personal nature 
of a laugh, and partly because it creates a feeling of inferi- 
ority that is only removed when the reason for the laugh is 
known. Some laughs are self-explanatory, but many are 
not, and it is here that the story-teller has seen a motif of the 
widest application and endless possibilities. He has not 
contented himself with the obvious use of laughter—making 
a character laugh for joy when we should expect him to 
laugh, or to give an ironical laugh when the situation makes 
its omission practically impossible. No, he is far cleverer 
than that; he makes his characters laugh, perhaps with joy, 
at a time when we would least expect it; and we, as we read, 
are genuinely anxious to know the cause of the laugh. The 
melodramatic villain’s “ Ha! Ha! ”, the nervous laugh of 
the heroine or of the persecuted, the triumphant laugh of 
the victor, the malicious laugh of the wrongdoer, and the 
hysterical laugh of the miserable, need no explanation or 
comment. They merely attest the manifold emotions which 
can be registered through the same medium. 

In Hindu fiction I would divide laughs into two distinct 
varieties : (1) those which clearly show their nature, but 
not the reason whieh prompted them; (2) curious and 

mysterious laughs which give no clue either to their real 
nature or their significance. 

1 See, for instance, Thomas Hobbes, Humane Nature, Ldn., 1650, pp. 101- 
105; ditto, The Leviathan, Ldn., 1651, p. 27; H. Spencer, “The Physiology 
of Laughter,” Macmillans Magazine, March 1860, pp. 395-402 (reprinted in 
his Essays, vol. i, pp. 194-209); George Meredith, “On the Idea of Comédy,” 
New Quarterly Magazine, April 1877, pp. 1-40; A. Schopenhauer, The World, as 
Will and Idea, vol. i, pp. 76-80, sect. 13; vol. ii, pp. 270-284 ; H. Bergson, Le 
Rire, Paris, 1924 (see Brereton and Rothwell’s trans. from the 1900 edition, 
Ldn., 1911); James Sully, An Essay on Laughter, Ldn., 1902 ; C. Lloyd Morgan, 
“ Laughter,” Hastings’ Ency. Rel. Eth., vol. vii, pp. 803-805; and J. C. 
Gregory, The Nature of Laughter, Ldn., 1924. 
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Both varieties are dramatic, the second more than the 
first. It is, of course, the dramatic laugh that becomes such 
a force in the hands of the story-teller. It has been observed 
that, with but very few exceptions, all Biblical laughs are 
dramatic—usually of scorn or derision. The innocent laugh 
of joy would nearly always pass unheeded by the chronicler 
or historian, as it would lack the interest necessary to produce 
a dramatic situation. 

Now, in the first category as suggested above would 
come the laugh in the story under discussion. It is quite 
clear that the laugh was a laugh of joy, but the point was 
why did the boy laugh when he was about to be killed ? As 
we shall see Iater, when discussing the combined “ Laugh and 
Cry ” motif in Vetäla 23, it is much more usual for the laugh 
to show its nature, but not its incentive, when in combination 
with weeping. 

We shall therefore confine ourselves here to a short con- 
sideration of the second category—the curious, enigmatic, 
mysterious laugh. 

The first laugh we encountered in the Ocean was a most 
curious and uncanny laugh, without the least clue as to its 
significance—the laugh of the dead fish (Vol. I, p. 46). In 
my note on pp. 46 and 47 I added numerous variants of the 
laughing fish, and so need not add anything further here. 
In another place (Vol. V, p. 30) we had a strange paradoxical 
laugh caused by grief. This form, as Bloomfield has pointed 
out, 1 is distinctly rare. The use of the enigmatic laugh to 
illustrate the unswerving laws of karma is well shown in a 
tale in the Jainistic Kathäkoga (Tawney, p. 185 et seq.). 

The Princess Madanamanjarï chanced to overhear certain 
of her father’s courtiers flattering him by saying that their 
luck in enjoying such a fortune of rule was due solely to the 
king, from whose favour it sprang. At this she laughed a 
little, and then remained silent. The king asked his daughter 
the reason of her laughing, saying : “ My darling, what is 
this ? ” His daughter answered : “ My father, these ser- 
vants of yours said what is not true; for that reason I 
laughed.” The king said : “ My dear, what is untrue ? ” 
She answered : “ Their assertion that their happiness springs 
from your favour : that is untrue.” The king asked his 
daughter : “ Then, my dear, what is true ? ” She said : 

1 “ On Recurring Psychic Motifs in Hindu Fiction, and the Laugh and 
Cry Motif,” Journ. Atner. Orienl. Soc., vol. xxxvi, p. 80w 47 . 
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“ Every man fares according to his own actions.” When the 
king heard this speech of his daughter in the audience hall 
he flew into a passion, and ealling his ministers said this to 
them : “ Come, come ! bring some poor leper afflicted with 
disease, and very wretched, as a fit bridegroom for my 
daughter, in order that this Madanamanjarï may be given 
to him, so that she may reap the fruit of her own actions.” 

;After some trouble the necessary leper was found, but 
Madanamanjarî, firmly believing that at the appointed time 
she would enjoy the fruit of her karma, was in no way per- 
turbed. On the contrary, she seemed quite satisfied with 
her father’s choice, and behaved like a loving and dutiful 
wife, even offering to carry her diseased husband on her back 
wherever he might want to go. (See the Ocean, Vol. V, 
p. 1 55n 2 .) She was duly rewarded by her husband, who 
turned out to be nothing less than a mighty Vidyädhara, 
and soon installed his faithful wife as his queen in a palace 
of purest gold. Needless to say, her father was at last 
convinced of the truth of his daughter’s original remark. 

Another story concerned with the workings of fate occurs 
in Stokes’ Indian Fairy Tales, p. 114, where there is a triple 
sardonic laugh. A still more enigmatic laugh is that uttered 
by a eorpse in the Prabandhaciniämani. 

A prince is out hunting at night, and, in aiming at a boar, 
chances to kneel on the corpse of a thief, that has fallen to 
the ground after impalement, whereupon the corpse cries 
out to him; but in no way perturbed, the prince shoots his 
arrow, kiils the boar, and then turns to the corpse. At this 
it rises up and utters a loud laugh, at the same time granting 
boons to the intrepid prince. No explanation of the laugh 
is given, and its significance is left for the reader to decide. 
The subsequent adventures of the prince point to the laugh 
being one of admiration mixed with ironic glee at the thought 
of the subsequent adventures that were to happen to the 
prince (see Bloomfield, op. cit., p. 84). 

In conclusion I would mention the laugh of trickery and 
deceit. We have an example of this in the story of “ Thin- 
thâkaräla, the Bold Gambler,” which occurs in Vol. IX, 
Chapter CXXl. Disgtiised as an ascetic he has gradually 
won the favour and respect of the king. On one occasion 
he remains for a long time in conversation with him. When 
the king is preparing to depart, a female jackal utters a yell, 
whereupon the sham ascetic laughs; and being persistently 
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asked to explain the reason he tells the king that the jaekal 
has told him that a pitcher of jewels is buried at a certain 
place. On going to the spot the king discovers this is true, 
and thus believes in the ascetic more than ever. Needless to 
say, the gambler had previously buried the pitcher himself. 

For further “ Trick ” motifs see Bloomfield, op. cit., pp. 85,86. 
On the latter page he mentions a story from Shaikh Chillï’s 
Folktales of Hindustan, p. 124, in which a disguised robber 
takes service with an eloped couple, a prince and princess, 
the latter being disguised as a man. He treacherously 
kills the prince, but spares the princess on learning her 
sex. Shortly afterwards she laughs. The robber surlily asks 
her to keep quiet, and demands why she laughs. She points 
to the sky, and says : “ Look up, look up, what a beautiful 
kite ! ” When he looks up she cuts off his head. 

Anangamanjari, her Husband Manivarman and the Brähman 

Kamalâkara 

(Vetäla 21—pp. 98-104) 

There is but little difference between our text and that 
of the Hindi version 1 (No. 20), as far as the several incidents 
are concerned. There is nothing about the wife disliking 
her husband; and she must have been a mere child, as she 
only arrives at the age of puberty while he is away on a 
trading expedition. In her frenzy of love for the young 
Brâhman she turns to the moon, crying out, “ O moon ! I 
have heard that in you resides the water of immortality, and 
that you are pouring out this water by means of your rays, 
but to-day you are pouring out poison on me,” and turning 
to her companion, she adds : “ Take me hence, for I am 
being consumed by the moon.” The ending of the story is 
important, and in my opinion is a great improvement on 
Somadeva. The lovers do not come to life again, thus the 
highly dramatic climax is not lost. The question and answer 
are as in Somadeva. 

The Tamil version 2 (No. 14) is as usual reduced to a 
minimum. The only difference is that the girl had the youth 
as a lover before she was married. 

It will be remembered that in the notes on Vetäla 19 
(p. 249) we saw that there was no corresponding tale in the 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 325 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit., pp. 65, 66. 
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Tamil version, and that an entirely different one had been 
substituted instead. This story chances to be a variant of 
the tale now under consideration, so I will reproduce it in 
full 1 : 

“ In the city of Shegäpuram, as King Natchetiran was 
one day patrolling the streets, he met in his way with some 
robbers [who had plundered a girl of her ornaments, and 
were detaining her as their prisoner in a starving condition. 
The king] 2 attacked and slew them, and after his victory 
lodged the girl in an old temple which was in the vicinity, 
whilst he himself entered the city, in order to cook a meal 
and bring it back to her. 

“ A procuress met him on his return, and after soliciting 
him with earnest entreaties to accompany her, under an 
assurance that she would afterwards carry the food to the 
girl, she took him along with her and left him with her 
mistress. The mistress no sooner beheld him than she fell in 
love with him and detained him; so that he forgot, in her 
society, the poor girl whom he had left in the temple, and 
who was grieving, because the king who had gone to fetch 
food for her had still not returned. 

“ Whilst she was in this situation, a merchant chanced to 
perceive her, and taking her away to his own house, placed 
food before her. They were thus enjoying each other’s 
company, when he perceived a rat running along, which he 
struck at and killed. Upon this he launched out into many 
various expressions of boastings and vauntings of his own 
courage ; which when she heard, she made the following 
reflections : “ Talk you thus big because you have killed a 
rat! The king who quitted me just now, cut to pieces a band 
of robbers and brought me away; he made not such a 
mighty swaggering, and yet you must needs talk thus.” 
Maintaining such an opinion as this, 3 she was unable to 
endure remaining with such a contemptible wretch, and 
quitted life. Perceiving this, the merchaut, under the in- 
fluence of fear, lest the king who had left her in the temple 
should hear of her death, and should seize on his property 
and kill him, bestowed all his wealth in gifts and charities, 

1 Babington, oj). cit. 3 p . 85 et seq . 

2 The words in square brackets are supplied from the context by 
Babington, who suspects an omission in the text. 

3 Cf. Ocean 3 Vol. V, p. 24. 

VOL. VII. 


R 
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and destroyed himself. Then the king who had abandoned 
her, recalling her to mind, went and searched in the place 
where he had lodged her, but being unable to find her was 
grievously afflicted, and destroyed himself. The procuress 
hearing the news, and reflecting that it was through her 
means that these three persons had lost their lives, likewise 
destroyed herself.” 

The Vetäla naturally asks which of the four deaths was 
the most extraordinary, to which the king replies : “ The 
rest died through excess of passion [i.e. contempt, fear and 
sorrow respectively]; the death of the procuress was the most 

extraordinarv.'’ ’ 

_ •/ 

The story of the three deaths through love is distinctly 
dramatic and not without pathos. This is not the first time 
that such deaths have occurred in the Ocean (see Vol. II, 
pp. 8-10), and many analogues could be cited. I have 
already given a number in a note in Vol. II, p. 9 n 2 , lOw; the 
only other triple death I know of being in a tale in the Nights 
(Burton, vol. v, p. 134). As I mentioned in the note referred 
to, death was the last, or tenth, stage of love in Hindu ethics 
as listed by Vätsyäyana in the Käma Sütra. 

The Four Brähman Brothers who resuscitated the Lion 

( Vetäla 22—pp. 108-111) 

In the Hindi version 1 (No. 21) we find that the four 
brothers are all the despair of their unhappy father. The 
eldest was a gambler ; the second, a wencher; the third, a 
fornicator ; the fourth, an atheist. One day he began to say 
to his sons: “ Whoever is a gambler, Fortune enters not 
his house.” The eldest son was troubled in mind at this. 
Again the father said : “ It is written in the ‘ Räjnïti ’ that 
‘ Cutting off a gambler’s nose and ears, drive him out of the 
country, that he may thus prove an example to others. And 
though a gambler’s wife and children are in the house, do 
not consider them to be so, since it is not known when they 
will be lost. And those who are fascinated by the allure- 
ments of courtesans are storing grief for themselves; and, 
being in the power of harlots, give up their property, and at 
last commit theft.’ And it has also been said that ‘ The 
wise keep aloof from women who can fascinate a man in a 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 333 et seq . 
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second ; and the unwise, forming an affection for her, forfeit 
their truthfulness, good disposition, good name, their way of 
life and mode of thought, their vows and their religion. And 
to such the advice of their spiritual preceptors comes amiss.’ 
And it is also said : ‘ He who has lost all sense of shame, fears 
not to disgrace another.’ And it is a proverb that : ‘ A wild 
cat who devours its own young ones is not likely to let a rat 
escape.’ ” 

He continued : “ Those who have not read science in 
their boyhood, and in youth, agitated by love, have re- 
mained in the pride of youth, in their old age feel regret, and 
are burned up by the fire of avarice.” 

The brothers repent of their evil ways, and set out for 
another city, where they aequire great learning. On their 
way home they meet a Kanjar, who, having tied in a bundle 
the skin and bones of a tiger which he had found dead, is 
about to depart. They think that here is a chance to put 
their learning to a test, and accordingly do so. The rest 
follows as in Somadeva. 

In the Tamil version 1 (No. 15) the brothers chance to be 
travelling together on business, and, in return for kindness 
to an ascetic, are given the power of raising the dead to life. 
They come across a dead tiger, and experiment as in our text. 

We are not surprised to find the lion changed into a tiger, 
as the former is scarce in India and appears little in Hindu 
fiction. 2 

We have in this story merely a variety of the “ Resusci- 
tation ” motif already discussed in the notes on Vetäla 2 
(Vol. VI, p. 262 et seq.). It is closely allied to the “ Joint 
Efforts ” motif (Vetäla 5, Vol. VI, p. 273 et seq.), but this is 
not always the case, as the resuscitation may be achieved 
by a single individual. Thus in the Bahär-i-Dänish 3 we 
read, in the “ History of the Prince of Futtun and the Princess 
Mherbanou,” of a venerable sage who was met by the prince 
and his wonder-working companions, as they were journey- 
ing in seareh of the princess. His locks were white, and he 
was bent in stature like a violet. He was sitting at the foot 
of a tree putting together the separated skeleton of a cow, 
on which he poured water. Immediately on sprinkling the 

1 Babington, op. cit pp. 67, 68. 

2 See Ocean, Vol. I, p. 67n l , Tawney, by mistake, wrote “Tiger” instead 
of " Lionin the heading to the story (Vol. II, p. 348). 

3 Scott’s translation, vol. ii, pp. 290, 291. 
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water, the various blood vessels and members reunited, and 
the flesh and skin reappeared on the decayed frame. . . . 
By command of the Almighty Lord of Power, one of whose 
peculiar properties is to raise the dead, life revisited the 
animal, and instantly standing up, she began to low. The 
truth of the sacred text (“ All things live by water ”) was 
exemplified. 

The story as given in Benfey’s Pantschatantra (vol. ii, 
p. 332) is somewhat different. Here we have four brothers, 
of whom three possess all knowledge, but only one possesses 
common sense. The first brother joins together the bones 
of the lion, the second covers them with skin, flesh and 
blood, the third is about to give the animal life, when the 
brother who possesses common sense says : “ If you raise 
him to life he will kill us all.” Finding that the third 
brother will not desist from his intention, he climbs up a 
tree, and so saves his life, while his three brothers are torn 
to pieces. 

The Hermit who first Wept and then Danced 
( Vetäla 23— pp. 112-115) 

Both the Hindi 1 and the Tamil 2 (No. 22 in each case) 
are greatly abbreviated and much poorer versions of our 
text; they exhibit no alternate reading or fresh incidents. 
The two motifs contained in the story are “ Entering Another’s 
Body ” and the “ Laugh and Cry.” Both have been discussed 
so fully and competently by Professor Bloomfield 3 that any 
remarks I may have to make must be little more than 
repetition. 

With regard to the first motif I would refer readers to 
the notes already given in Vol. I, pp. 37-38, and especially 
Vol. IV, pp. 46-48. 

As previously pointed out (p. 253), the “ Laugh and Cry ” 
motif is one in which each display of emotion shows its 
nature but not its incentive. I mean that the laugh is 
caused by the feeling of joy, and the tears by grief. This is 
not the case with the laugh alone, which is a mighty weapon 
in the hands of the story-teller, as we have already seen. The 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 338 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit., p. 84. 

3 Proc. Arner. Pkil. Soc., vol. lvi, 43 ff., and Journ, Amer. Orient. Soc., vol, 
xxxvi, pp. 69-79. 
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laugh and cry coming together excite, by their paradoxical 
contact, not only pathos and sympathy, but also humour, 
curiosity and mystery. 

In Vetäla 14 the thief weeps because he cannot repav the 
merchant’s kindness, and laughs because he is so astonished 
to think how unfathomable is the heart of woman that she 
chooses a condemned thief as her husband after rejecting kings. 
It is not so much that either the weeping and laughing was 
curious in itself, or even that they both followed immediately 
one on the other, but that a man about to be impaled should 
exhibit emotions so diametrically opposed. It is this that forms 
such an important and dramatic incident in the story. So also 
in our present tale, but to a lesser extent. In the numerous 
and varied examples of the motif given by Bloomfield, 
the explanation of the person’s conduct is often due to the 
powers of reading future events, and the weeping is nearly 
always sympathetic. The Ocean appears to supply more 
examples of the motif than other works of Hindu fiction. 

It has found its way into many modern collections, such 
as those by Fleeson, Day, Swynnerton, Knowles, Temple, 
Nateéa Sästri, etc. One use of the motif in Swynnerton’s 
Romantic Tales from the Panjäb, p. 203 et seq., is very curious, 
being a mixture of drama and comedy. 

Räjä Rasälu was on his way to fight the giants of Gand- 
garh, when he arrived at a deserted city. Amazed at the 
solitude, he stood in an open space and surveyed the scene. 
Just then he caught sight of some smoke issuing from a dis- 
tant corner, and making his way to it he saw there a miserable 
old woman kneading and baking quantities of bread and 
preparing abundance of sweetmeats, but all the time she 
was either weeping or laughing. Surprised at a spectacle so 
extraordinary, Rasälu halted and said : “ Mother, in this 
solitary place who is to eat all that food, and why are you 
both weeping and laughing ? ” “ The king of this palace,” 

said the woman, “ is Kashudëo, and he has ordered that 
a human being, a buffalo ana four hundred pounds of bread 
shall be sent daily to a certain place for the giants. Once 
I had seven sons, of whom six have been devoured, and 
to-day it is the turn of the seventh, and to-morrow it will be 
the turn of myself. This is my trouble and it makes me cry. 
But I am laughing because also to-day my seventh son was 
to have been married, and because his bride—ha ! ha !— 
will have now to do without him.” 
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The Father that married the Daughter and the Son that 

married the Mother 

(Vetäla 24—pp. 116-121) 

In Somadeva’s version of the Vetälapanchavimsati the 
story of the mixed relations forms No. 24, at the end of which 
the Vetäla, getting no answer from the king, warns him of 
the evil intentions of the mendicant. This is the last story 
of the collection, but there is still another one left to form 
the complete twenty-five. However, Somadeva, or rather 
the Kashmirian compilers, merely relate Vikrama’s adven- 
tures with the mendicant, and call it Vetäla 25. Now, in the 
Hindi version 1 the same predicament presented itself, but a 
different plan was adopted. The “ Laugh and Cry ” story 
is repeated, with hardly any difference, as No. 24, while our 
No. 24 becomes the Hindi No. 25. The conclusion is abbre- 
viated, and follows on at the end of the story. In thie Tamil 2 
no attempt is made to get over the difficulty, and our Nos. 24 
and 25 form the Tamil No. 24, with which that version ends. 

The Hindi version of the story of the mixed relationships 
follows that of Somadeva, although much abbreviated. The 
Tamil begins differently : 

King Senäpati, having determined on travelling round the 
world, left his wife and his daughter and set out on his tour. 
Without his knowledge his wife and daughter followed him, 
and as they were travelling along missed their way; so, not 
knowing which way he had gone, they took that which lay 
straight before them. As they proceeded on their journey 
it began to rain, and they therefore put up in a choultry. 
They then pursued their journey on beyond it, when two 
Brähmans, a father and son, who were travelling along that 
road, observing their footsteps, said to each other : “ These 
appear like the footsteps of some females or other; let us 
therefore follow them. ...” 

The tale then agrees with oivr version. The advice of the 
Vetâla given to the king is wisely taken, and forms, as stated 
above, the last story. 

1 Barker, op. cit., p. 357 et seq. 

2 Babington, op. cit. } pp. 87-90. 
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Conclusion of King Trivikramasena and the Mendicant 

(Vetäla 25—pp. 122-125) 

The only motif contained here, apart from the employ- 
ment of black magic, is that generally known as “ Pretended 
Ignorance.” We had an example of it in No. 8a, where 
the cunning witch, Siddhikarî (Vol. I, p. 157), is pursued by 
a certain Domba, with his drum, with the intention of rob- 
bing her. In time the intended thief catches her up, and 
she explains that she is about to hang herself, and asks the 
Domba to fasten the noose for her to a tree. This he does; 
whereupon she pretends to be ignorant of the way of putting 
the noose round her neck. He stands on his drum to show 
her how to do it, when she kicks it away, and so he hangs. 

The motif in these two stories has travelled far and wide, 
and is found in numerous collections both in the East and 
the West. Perhaps the best-known tale in which it occurs 
is “ Hansel and Grethel ,” 1 where, after the children are 
about to be devoured by the witch, Grethel is told to climb 
in the oven to see if it is warm enough to bake the bread. 
Suspecting her evil designs, Grethel pretends she does not 
know how to do it. “ Silly goose! ” says the old woman, 
“ the door is big enough ; just look, I can get in myself,” 
and she creeps up and thrusts her head into the oven. Then 
Grethel gives her a push that drives her far into it, and shuts 
the iron door and fastens the bolt. 

For numerous variants see Saintyves, Les Contes de 
Perrault, pp. 276-281 and 371-374 ; and Cosquin, Etudes 
Folkloriques, pp. 351-356. 

1 See Grimm, No. 15, Bolte, op. cit. } p. 115 et seq. 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE 


Showing Order of Tales of the Vetalapanchavimsati in its Three 

Chief Translations 


Somadeva, Ocean , Vol. VI, pp. 168-221 

Hindi 

Tamil 

1 . How the Prince obtained a Wife 

1 

l 

2 . Three Young Brähmans 

2 

0 

3. King and Two Wise Birds 

4 

6 

4. Adventures of Vîravara .... 

3 

7 

5 . Somaprabhä and Three Suitors 

5 

4 

6 . Lady and the Changed Heads . 

6 

5 

7. King’s Dependent and the Nereid 

8 

8 

8. Three Fastidious Men .... 

Ocean , Vol. VII, pp. 1-125 

23 

% 

O 

O 

9. Anangarati and Four Suitors 

7 

(9)‘ 

10 . Madanasenâ’s Rash Promise 

9 

10 2 

11 . Three very Sensitive Wives 

10 

11 

12 . King Yasahketu and his Wife . 

11 

12 

13. Harisvämin and his Bad Luck . 

12 

16 

14. Merchant’s Daughter and Thief 

13 

17 

15. Magic Pill ..... 

14 

18 

16 . Sacrifice of Jlmütavähana 

15 

19 

17. Beautiful Unmâdinï .... 

16 

20 

18. Brâhman’s Son and Magic Power 

17 

13 

19- The Thief’s Son .... 

18 

(2sy 

20. Brähman Boy’s Sacrifice 

19 

21 

21. Anangamanjarl and Kamalâkara 

20 

14 

22. Four Brothers and the Lion 

21 

15 

23. Hermit who Wept and Danced 

24. Curious Relationships ^ 

25. Conclusion J 

22 

25 3 

22 

24* 


The order of the tales in the Marathi version is exactly the same as that 
in the Hindi version, on which all the other vernacular translations are based. 


1 

2 

3 

slight 

4 


An entirely different story. 

Not translated by Babington. 

In order to complete the number of tales, 22 is repeated with very 
differences as 24. 

There is no 25 in the Tamil version. 
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In conclusion I append a short Bibliography of the 
Vetâlapanchavirhsati, several items of which have been 
already mentioned in briefer form in the notes to the 
Appendices of Vols. VI and VII. 

Sanskrit Versions 

1. Sivadâsa: 

Luber, A. Der Vetâlapancavingati oder Fünf- 

undzwanzig Erzâhlungen eines 
Dcemon. Erster Teil. Nach £ivi- 
dâsa’s [mc] Redaction [in Lassen’s 
Anthologia Sanscritica] aus dem 
Sanskrit übersetzt, mit Einleitung, 
Anmerkungen und Nachweisen 
von ... I. Abteilung . . . 

Görz, 1875. 

Uhle, H. Die Vetâlapancavingatikâ in den 

Recensionen des (Jivadâsa und eines 
Ungenannten, mit Kritischem 
Commentar herausgegeben von 
. . . Abhandlungen für die Kunde 
des Morgenlandes herausgegeben 
von der Deutschen Morgenländ- 
ischen Gesellschaft . . . vol. viii, 
pp. xxx+ 1-236. 

Leipzig, 1884. 

Krishnanätha K. The Vetal Panchvishi or The 
• • 

Prabhu. Twenty-five Stories ofVetal. Trans- 

lated by . . . from the Sanskrit 
of Dhewdas [or rather Sivadäsa] 
republished. 

Bombay, 1890. 
In the original edition of 1825 the 
name of the compiler is given as 
“ Shewdass.” 
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[Fumi, F. G.] 


Bettei, Y. 


Bettei, Y. 


Uhle, H. 


2. Jambhaladatta: 
Jibananda 
Vidyasagara. 


Novelle del Vetâla (Novella i-v). 
Tradotte dal sanscrito. Archivio 
per lo Studio delle Tradizioni 
Popolari, vol. xi, pp. 1-28. 

Palermo, 1892. 

6 Novelle Soprannumerarie alla 
Vetälapancavïgati. Archivio per lo 
Studio delle Tradizioni Popolari, 
vol. xiii, pp. 313-325, 537-554. 

Torino-Palermo, 1894. 

Vetälapancavimgatikä. II venti- 
cinquenovelle d'un lemure. [Trans- 
lated into Italian from Sivadäsa’s 
recension, with critical notes, 
by . . .] Studi Italiani di Filologia 
Indo-Iranica. 

Florence, 1897-1909. 
The translation appears, with con- 
tinuous pagination, in the Appen- 
dices of vols. i, ii, iii, vi and vii. 

Die Vetälapancavimsatikä desSiva- 
däsa nach einer Handschrift von 
1487 (Samv. 1544). Textmitkrit- 
ischem Apparat nebst einer Inhalt- 
sangabe der Erzählungen von . . . 
Berichte über die Vérhandlungen der 
Königlich sächsischen Gesellschaft 
der Wissenschaften zu Leipzig. 
Philologisch - Historische Klasse. 
Vol. Ixvi, pp. 3-87, 1914. 

Vetala Panchavinshati; or, Twenty- 
five Tales related by a Vampire to 
Rajah Vikramaditya. Compiled [or 
rather edited] by Pandit . . . 

Calcutta, 1873. 
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3. More ihan one Recension: 

Uhle, H. Programm des Gymnasiums zum 

heiligen Kreuz in Dresden . . . 
Erste Abtheilung. Die fünfzehnte 
[or rather 23rd] Erzählung der Vetâ- 
lapantchavingati. Sanskrit Text 
[in three recensions—viz. Siva- 
däsa’s, Jambhaladatta’s and an 
anonymous one] mit Uebersetzung 
und Anmerkungen von . . . 

Dresden, 1877. 

Hindi and other Vernacular Versions 

Lallü Läl. Buetal Pucheesee; heing a coUection 

of twenty-five stories . . . translated 
into Hindoostanee [or rather Hindi] 
from the Brij Bhakka of Soorut 
Kubeeshwur ; by Muzhur Ulee 
Khani Vila, and Shree Lulloo Lal 
Kub. Calcutta, 1805. 

Several subsequent editions were 
published in Calcutta— e.g. 1809, 
1830, 1834, 1849. An abridged 
version appeared in Benares [n.d.], 
revised and edited by V. H. Sarmä, 
while a complete one was pub- 
lished in Allahabad in 1903. 

Babington, B. G. The Vedâla Cadai, beingthe Tamul 

Version of a Collection of Ancient 
Tales in the Sanscrit Language; 
Popularly known ihroughout India , 
and entitled The Vetâla Pancha- 
vinsati. 

Miscellaneous Translations from 
Oriental Languages, vol. i. 

London, 1831. 
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Kälî Krishna. Bytal Puchisi; or the Twenty-jive 

Tales of Bytal. Translated from 
the Brujbhakha into English by 
Rajah Kalee-Krishen Behadur. 

Calcutta, 1834. 

[ Vetälapanchavimsati. The Baitäl 
Pachïsï, or Tales of a Demon. 
Translated from the Hindi by . . .] 

Calcutta, 1846. 
Numerous editions. The second 
was published in 1851 and the 
tenth in 1876. 

Other editions: Calcutta, 1910 
and 1911. 

% 

j Extraits du Bétâl-patchisi (traduit) 
par M. . . . Journal Asiatique, 
Série IV, vol. xviii, pp. 15-36, 
366-410; vol. xix, pp. 333-365. 

Paris, 1851-1852. 

Barker, W. B. The Baitdl Pachisi ; or, Twenty-five 

Tales of a Demon. A new edition 
of the Hindi text, with each word 
expressed in the Hindústâm char- 
acter . . . by . . . Edited by 
E. B. Eastwick. 

Hertford, 1855. 
A new edition with a vocabulary 
by D. Forbes appeared in London, 
1857. Other editions were : Bom- 
bay, 1857; Agra, 1860; Agra, 
1862, and Bombay, 1868. 

Hollings, W. The Bytal Pucheesee. Translated 

into English by . . . 

Calcutta, 1860. 
Other editions: Calcutta, 1866; 
Allahabad, 1894 and 1900. 


Isvarachandra 

Vidyäsägara. 


Lancereau, É. 
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Bholä Näth. 


Burton, R. F. 


Platts, J. 


Harajïvana U. 
Mehetä. 

Oesterley, H. 
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Baital pachisi; or, Twenty-five 
Tales of a Demon. Translated from 
the Hindi by Sadäsiva Käsinätha 
Chhatre. Bombay, 1862. 

Other editions : Bombay, 1862 and 
1889; Poona, 1875 and 1880. 

Vikramaviläsa. A metrical version 
of the Baitäl-pachïsï, or Twenty-five 
Stories of King Vikramäditya. By 
Bholänätha Chaube. 

Mainpuri, 1867. 
Another edition appeared in Luck- 
now, 1870. 

Vikram and the Vampire; or, Tales 
of Indian Devilry. Adapted by .. . 
Fraser’s Magazine, vols. Ixxvii and 
lxxviii, 1868. 

It appeared in book form as Vik- 
ram and the Vampire, or Tales of 
Hindu Devilry, London, 1870, and 
was reprinted in the “Memorial 
Edition ” of 1893. 

The Baitäl Pachïsï, or The Twenty- 
five Tales of a Sprite. Translated 
from the Hindi text of D. Forbes 
by . . . London, 1871. 

Baitäl-pachïsi. Twenty-five Tales 
of a Demon. Translated by . . . 
and Bälakrishnadäsa Gangadäsa. 

Bombay, 1872. 

Baitâl Pachisl oder die fünfund- 
zwanzig Erzählungen eines Dämon. 
In deutscher Bearbeitung mit 
Einleitung, Anmerkungen und 
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Oesterley, H. 


[Kälîdäsa Gupta.] 


[Devêze, G.] 


Andersson, H. 


Ryder, A. W. 


Kincaid, C. A. 


Nachweisen von . . . Bibliothek 
Orientalischer Märchen und Er- 
zählungen . . . Leipzig, 1873. 

[Vetälapanchavimsati. Translated 
into Bengali verse by . . .] 

[Calcutta, 1879.] 
New editions : Calcutta, 1911 and 
1916. 

Le Bäitäl Paccisï contes Hindis. 
[Translated into French, with an 
introductory preface, by . . .] (Le 
Muséon, tom. xi.) 

Louvain, 1892, etc. 

Likspökets Tjugufem Berättelser. 
Göteborgs Kungl. Vetenskaps- och 
Vitterhetssamhälles Handlingar, 4 
följden, iii. Gothenburg, 1901. 

Twenty-two Goblins. Translated 
from the Sanskrit. 

London and Toronto, 1917. 

Tales of King Vikrama. 

Oxford University Press, 1921. 



